
	

The	First	Epistle	to	the	

Thessalonians	
Introduction	

This	wonderful	epistle	is	almost	at	the	end	of	Paul’s	epistles	as	far	as	their	arrangement	in	
the	New	Testament	is	concerned.	However,	it	was	actually	the	first	epistle	that	Paul	wrote.	
It	was	written	by	Paul	in	A.D.	52	or	53.	
Thessalonica	 was	 a	 Roman	 colony.	 Rome	 had	 a	 somewhat	 different	 policy	 with	 their	

captured	people	from	what	many	other	nations	have	had.	For	example,	it	seems	that	we	try	
to	Americanize	all	the	people	throughout	the	world,	as	if	that	would	be	the	ideal.	Rome	was	
much	wiser	 than	 that.	 She	did	not	 attempt	 to	directly	 change	 the	 culture,	 the	habits,	 the	
customs,	 or	 the	 language	 of	 the	 people	whom	 she	 conquered.	 Instead,	 she	would	 set	 up	
colonies	which	were	arranged	geographically	in	strategic	spots	throughout	the	empire.	A	city	
which	was	a	Roman	colony	would	gradually	adopt	Roman	laws	and	customs	and	ways.	In	the	
local	department	stores	you	would	see	the	latest	things	they	were	wearing	in	Rome	itself.	
Thus	 these	 colonies	were	 very	much	 like	 a	 little	 Rome.	 Thessalonica	was	 such	 a	 Roman	
colony,	and	it	was	an	important	city	in	the	life	of	the	Roman	Empire.	
Thessalonica	was	located	fifty	miles	west	of	Philippi	and	about	one	hundred	miles	north	

of	Athens.	It	was	Cicero	who	said,	“Thessalonica	is	in	the	bosom	of	the	empire.”	It	was	right	
in	the	center	or	the	heart	of	the	empire	and	was	the	chief	city	of	Macedonia.	
The	 city	 was	 first	 named	 Therma	 because	 of	 the	 hot	 springs	 in	 that	 area.	 In	 316	 B.C.	

Cassander,	who	was	one	of	the	four	generals	who	divided	up	the	empire	of	Alexander	the	
Great,	 took	 Macedonia	 and	 made	 Thessalonica	 his	 home	 base.	 He	 renamed	 the	 city	 in	
memory	of	 his	wife,	 Thessalonike,	who	was	 a	 half	 sister	 of	Alexander.	 The	 city	 is	 still	 in	
existence	and	is	now	known	as	Salonika.	
The	church	in	Thessalonica,	established	on	Paul’s	second	missionary	journey,	was	a	model	

church.	Paul	mentions	this	in	the	first	chapter;	“So	that	ye	were	ensamples	to	all	that	believe	
in	Macedonia	and	Achaia”	(1	Thess.	1:7).	This	church	was	a	testimony	to	the	whole	area	that	
we	would	 call	 Greece	 today.	 Paul	 also	 speaks	 of	 this	 church	 as	 being	 an	 example	 to	 the	
Corinthians	in	2	Corinthians	8:1–5.	
You	will	recall	that	Paul	and	Barnabas	separated	prior	to	the	second	missionary	journey.	

Paul	took	Silas	with	him,	and	along	the	route	he	picked	up	Timothy	and	Dr.	Luke.	He	revisited	
the	churches	in	Galatia	and	then	attempted	to	make	a	wider	circle	in	the	densely	populated	
area	of	Asia	Minor,	known	as	Turkey	today.	I	think	he	intended	to	carry	on	his	missionary	
work	there,	because	in	his	third	missionary	journey	he	did	make	Ephesus	his	headquarters	
and	 did	what	was	 probably	 his	 greatest	missionary	work.	 But	 on	 his	 second	missionary	
journey,	the	Spirit	of	God	put	up	a	roadblock	and	would	not	let	him	go	south.	He	attempted	
to	go	up	into	Bithynia,	but	again	the	Spirit	of	God	prevented	him.	He	couldn’t	go	north,	and	



he	couldn’t	go	south.	So	he	moved	to	the	west	and	came	to	Troas	to	await	orders.	He	had	the	
vision	of	 the	man	of	Macedonia,	 so	he	crossed	over	 to	Philippi.	He	 found	that	 the	man	of	
Macedonia	was	instead	a	woman	by	the	name	of	Lydia,	a	seller	of	purple—she	probably	ran	
a	department	store	there.	Paul	led	her	to	the	Lord	along	with	others	of	the	city.	Thus,	a	church	
was	established	at	Philippi.	
Then	Paul	went	to	Thessalonica,	and	we	are	told	in	chapter	17	of	Acts	that	he	was	there	

for	three	Sabbaths.	So	Paul	was	there	a	little	less	than	a	month,	but	in	that	period	of	time	he	
did	a	herculean	task	of	mission	work.	Paul	was	an	effective	missionary—he	led	multitudes	
to	Christ	there.	And	in	that	brief	time	he	not	only	organized	a	local	church,	but	he	also	taught	
them	the	great	doctrines	of	the	Christian	faith.	
Now	Paul	had	to	leave	Thessalonica	posthaste	due	to	great	opposition	to	the	gospel.	He	

was	run	out	of	town	and	went	down	to	Berea.	The	enemy	pursued	him	to	Berea,	and	again	
Paul	was	forced	to	leave.	Paul	left	Silas	and	Timothy	at	Berea,	but	he	went	on	to	Athens.	After	
some	time	at	Athens,	he	went	on	to	Corinth.	Apparently	it	was	at	Corinth	that	Timothy	and	
Silas	came	to	him	and	brought	him	word	concerning	the	Thessalonians	(see	1	Thess.	3:6).	
Timothy	 also	 brought	 some	 questions	 to	 Paul,	 problems	 troubling	 the	 believers	 in	
Thessalonica.	Paul	wrote	this	 first	epistle	 in	response	to	 their	questions,	 to	 instruct	 them	
further	and	give	them	needed	comfort.	
Although	Paul	had	been	in	Thessalonica	less	than	a	month,	he	had	touched	on	many	of	the	

great	doctrines	of	the	church,	including	the	second	coming	of	Christ.	It	is	interesting	that	Paul	
did	 not	 consider	 this	 subject	 to	 be	 above	 the	 heads	 of	 the	 new	 converts.	 Yet	 there	 are	
churches	 today	 that	 have	 been	 in	 existence	 for	 more	 than	 one	 hundred	 years	 whose	
members	have	but	a	vague	understanding	of	the	Rapture	of	the	church	and	the	coming	of	
Christ	 to	 establish	His	 kingdom	here	 on	 earth.	 The	 Thessalonian	 church	was	 not	 even	 a	
month	old,	and	Paul	was	teaching	them	these	great	doctrines!	
The	apostle	obviously	had	emphasized	the	second	coming	of	Christ	for	believers	and	had	

taught	that	the	return	of	Christ	was	imminent;	for	during	the	period	of	time	since	Paul	had	
left,	some	of	the	saints	who	had	come	to	know	and	believe	in	Christ	Jesus	had	died,	and	this	
had	naturally	 raised	 the	question	 in	 the	minds	of	 the	Thessalonians	 as	 to	whether	 these	
saints	 would	 be	 in	 the	 Rapture	 or	 not.	 Paul	 presents	 the	 second	 coming	 of	 Christ	 in	
relationship	to	believers	as	a	comfort,	and	this	forms	the	theme	of	the	epistle.	This	emphasis	
is	in	sharp	contrast	to	Christ’s	catastrophic	and	cataclysmic	coming	in	glory	to	establish	His	
kingdom	by	putting	down	all	unrighteousness,	as	seen	in	Revelation	19:11–16.	
The	epistle	has	a	threefold	purpose:	(1)	To	confirm	young	converts	in	the	elementary	truth	

of	 the	 gospel;	 (2)	 to	 condition	 them	 to	 go	 on	 unto	 holy	 living;	 and	 (3)	 to	 comfort	 them	
regarding	the	return	of	Christ.	Paul’s	message	offered	a	marked	contrast	to	the	paganism	and	
heathenism	which	were	present	in	Thessalonica.	A	heathen	inscription	in	Thessalonica	read:	
“After	death	no	reviving,	after	the	grave	no	meeting	again.”	
In	1	Thessalonians	the	emphasis	is	upon	the	Rapture	of	believers,	the	coming	of	Christ	to	

take	His	church	out	of	the	world.	The	fact	that	the	coming	of	Christ	is	a	purifying	hope	should	
lead	to	sanctification	in	our	lives.	There	are	a	lot	of	people	today	who	want	to	argue	prophecy,	
and	there	is	a	great	deal	of	curiosity	about	it.	But	John	tells	us,	“And	every	man	that	hath	this	
hope	 in	him	purifieth	himself,	 even	 as	he	 is	 pure”	 (1	 John	3:3).	 This	hope	 should	have	 a	



purifying	effect	in	our	lives.	I	am	not	interested	in	how	enthusiastic	and	excited	you	get	over	
the	truth	of	the	Rapture	of	the	church;	I	want	to	know	how	you	are	living.	Does	this	hope	get	
right	down	to	where	you	are	living,	and	does	it	change	your	life?	
In	2	Thessalonians	the	emphasis	shifts	to	the	coming	of	Christ	to	the	earth	to	establish	His	

kingdom.	There	is	a	great	deal	of	difference	in	our	being	caught	up	to	meet	the	Lord	in	the	
air	and	His	coming	down	to	the	earth	to	establish	His	kingdom.	I	think	there	is	a	lot	of	upside	
down	theology	today.	We	need	to	make	a	distinction	between	our	being	caught	up	and	His	
coming	down.	
		



		



Outline	
I.	The	Christian’s	Attitude	toward	the	Return	of	Christ,	Chapter	1		

To	serve	…	to	wait	…	vv.	9–10	
II.	The	Christian’s	Reward	at	the	Return	of	Christ,	Chapter	2	
III.	The	Christian’s	Life	and	the	Return	of	Christ,	Chapters	3:1–4:12	
IV.	The	Christian’s	Death	and	the	Return	of	Christ,	Chapter	4:13–18	
V.	The	Christian’s	Actions	in	View	of	the	Return	of	Christ,	Chapter	5		

Note	twenty-two	specific	commands	to	Christians,	beginning	at	v.	11	

For	this	book	we	are	suggesting	two	outlines.	Each	one	gives	a	needed	emphasis	that	is	
not	in	the	other.	

I.	Coming	of	Christ	Is	an	Inspiring	Hope,	Chapter	1		
A.	Introduction,	Chapter	1:1–4	
B.	Gospel	Received	in	Much	Assurance	and	Much	Affliction,	Chapter	1:5–7	
C.	Gospel	Results:	Turned	from	Idols	to	God;	Wait	for	Coming	of	Christ,	Chapter	1:8–10	

II.	Coming	of	Christ	Is	a	Working	Hope,	Chapter	2		
A.	Motive	and	Method	of	a	True	Witness	for	Christ,	Chapter	2:1–6	
B.	Mother	Side	of	the	Apostle’s	Ministry	(Comfort),	Chapter	2:7–9	
C.	Father	Side	of	the	Apostle’s	Ministry	(Charge),	Chapter	2:10–13	
D.	Brother	Side	of	the	Apostle’s	Ministry	(Challenge),	Chapter	2:14–16	
E.	Reward	of	a	True	Witness	for	Christ,	Chapter	2:17–20	

III.	Coming	of	Christ	Is	a	Purifying	Hope,	Chapters	3:1–4:12		
Sanctification	
A.	Timothy	Brings	Good	Report	of	Thessalonians,	Chapter	3:1–8	
B.	Paul	Urges	Thessalonians	to	Continue	to	Grow	in	Faith,	Chapter	3:9–13	
C.	How	Believers	Are	to	Walk,	Chapter	4:1–12	

IV.	Coming	of	Christ	Is	a	Comforting	Hope,	Chapter	4:13–18		
What	death	means	to	a	Christian;	what	the	Rapture	means	to	the	church	
V.	Coming	of	Christ	Is	a	Rousing	Hope,	Chapter	5		
Leads	to	action;	dead	believers	are	asleep	in	Jesus;	living	believers	are	awake	for	Jesus	
A.	Call	to	Be	Awake	and	Alert	in	View	of	Christ’s	Coming,	Chapter	5:1–10	
B.	Commandments	for	Christians,	Chapter	5:11–28	
		



		

Chapter	1	
Theme:	The	coming	of	Christ	is	an	inspiring	hope	



Introduction	
Paul,	and	Silvanus,	and	Timotheus,	unto	the	church	of	the	Thessalonians	which	is	in	
God	the	Father	and	in	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ:	Grace	be	unto	you,	and	peace,	from	God	
our	Father,	and	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	[1	Thess.	1:1].	

This	introduction	is	typical	of	Paul’s	other	epistles,	but	there	are	some	differences	to	which	
we	 need	 to	 call	 attention.	 Paul	 joins	 Silas	 and	 Timothy	 with	 himself	 in	 his	 greeting.	
Remember	 that	 Silas	 and	 Timothy	 had	 just	 returned	 to	 Paul	 with	 their	 report	 from	
Thessalonica.	By	joining	their	names	with	his,	the	Thessalonians	would	know	they	are	all	in	
agreement	concerning	this	letter.	
Also,	Paul	reveals	his	humility	when	he	joins	these	men	with	himself	Silas	and	Timothy	

would	have	been	unknown	had	not	Paul	associated	himself	with	them.	This	is	a	very	noble	
gesture	on	the	part	of	Paul.	He	is	always	identifying	himself	with	the	brethren.	He	was	not	
aloof,	separated,	and	segregated	above	all	the	others	who	were	working	for	the	Lord	Jesus.	
This	is	something	we	need	to	remember	today	in	regard	to	the	ministry.	Don’t	put	your	

preacher	on	a	pedestal;	let	him	be	right	down	among	you.	Those	of	us	who	are	ministers	are	
largely	 responsible	 for	 trying	 to	make	 a	 difference	 between	 the	 clergy	 and	 laity.	When	 I	
entered	the	ministry,	I	bought	a	Prince	Albert	coat	with	a	long	coattail.	I	wore	a	wing	collar	
and	a	very	white	shirtfront	and	either	a	white	or	a	black	necktie.	When	I	stood	up	 in	the	
pulpit,	I	looked	like	one	of	those	little	mules	looking	over	a	whitewashed	fence,	and	I	felt	like	
one	when	I	wore	that	garb!	One	day	 it	came	to	me	how	ridiculous	 it	was	 for	me	to	dress	
differently	 from	 the	officers	 and	members	of	my	 church.	None	of	 them	wore	a	 robe	or	 a	
Prince	Albert	coat,	and	I	was	no	different	from	any	of	them.	I	don’t	think	that	God	is	asking	
me	to	live	any	differently	either.	However,	when	I	am	teaching	the	Word	of	God,	I	am	to	be	
very	conscious	of	the	fact	that	I’m	giving	out	His	Word	and	actually	acting	in	His	behalf,	and	
He	expects	that	of	everyone	who	gives	out	His	Word.	But	as	far	as	living	is	concerned,	God	
expects	all	of	us	to	live	on	a	very	high	plane;	the	life	of	the	teacher	or	minister	is	to	be	no	
different	from	the	life	of	every	believer	in	Christ	Jesus.	
I	wish	we	could	eliminate	this	distinction	between	the	clergy	and	the	laity.	According	to	

the	Word	of	God,	it	is	a	false	distinction.	God	has	a	very	high	standard	of	living	for	all	of	us.	I	
am	frank	to	say	that	a	paid	ministry	has	been	the	curse	of	the	church,	although	I	don’t	think	
it	 could	 have	 been	 done	 otherwise	 in	 this	 day	 of	 specialization.	 However,	 we	 need	 to	
recognize	that	the	heresies	of	the	church	have	come	in	through	a	paid	ministry.	
There	are	two	situations	in	the	church	which	are	dangerous.	One	is	a	minister	who	tries	to	

exalt	himself.	The	other	is	a	layman	who	tries	to	be	an	authority	on	the	Bible	and	has	not	
really	studied	the	Bible	but	has	gone	off	on	a	tangent.	The	greatest	discipline	for	me	has	been	
to	teach	the	total	Word	of	God.	If	a	person	will	teach	the	total	Word	of	God,	he	will	deal	with	
every	subject	in	the	Bible—he	will	be	forced	to	play	every	key	on	the	organ	and	to	pull	out	
every	stop.	It	isn’t	possible	to	ride	one	hobbyhorse	and	emphasize	one	theme	to	the	exclusion	
of	 all	 others	 if	 one	 teaches	 the	 entire	 Bible.	 I	wish	we	 had	 that	 kind	 of	 discipline	 in	 our	
churches	today.	I	wish	every	church	would	go	through	the	entire	Bible.	
“Unto	the	church	of	the	Thessalonians	which	is	in	God	the	Father	and	in	the	Lord	Jesus	

Christ.”	 They	may	 have	 a	 little	 different	 life-style	 and	 have	 different	 problems	 from	 the	



church	in	Philippi,	but,	just	like	the	church	in	Philippi,	it	is	in	God	the	Father	and	in	the	Lord	
Jesus	Christ.	We	don’t	read	that	in	his	other	epistles	because	this	is	the	first	epistle	Paul	has	
written.	He	says	it	only	once,	and	this	will	be	enough.	He	won’t	go	over	this	again.	When	the	
Lord	Jesus	prayed	to	the	Father,	He	asked,	“That	they	all	may	be	one;	as	thou,	Father,	art	in	
me,	and	I	in	thee,	that	they	also	may	be	one	in	us:	that	the	world	may	believe	that	thou	hast	
sent	me.	And	the	glory	which	thou	gavest	me	I	have	given	them;	that	they	may	be	one,	even	
as	we	are	one:	 I	 in	 them,	and	thou	 in	me,	 that	 they	may	be	made	perfect	 in	one	…”	(John	
17:21–23).	Any	believer	who	is	in	Christ	Jesus	is	also	in	God	the	Father.	That	is	a	very	safe	
place	to	be,	safer	than	any	safety	deposit	box!	
“Grace	be	unto	you,	and	peace,	from	God	our	Father,	and	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ”	is	a	formal	

introduction	which	Paul	uses	in	all	of	his	epistles.	Grace	comes	first,	followed	by	the	peace	of	
God.	Both	the	grace	and	the	peace	come	from	God	the	Father	and	from	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	

We	give	thanks	to	God	always	for	you	all,	making	mention	of	you	in	our	prayers	[1	
Thess.	1:2].	

Paul	prayed	for	all	of	the	churches	that	he	had	founded.	Paul	had	a	tremendous	prayer	list,	
and	it	would	make	an	interesting	study	for	you	to	find	all	the	people	who	were	on	that	list.	
You	would	be	surprised	how	many	different	churches,	individuals,	and	groups	of	people	Paul	
prayed	for.	
“We	give	thanks	to	God	always	for	you	all.”	Paul	gives	thanks	for	this	church	because	of	

many	things,	and	one	of	the	most	 important	was	because	they	were	an	example;	 it	was	a	
model	church.	
The	next	verse	is	one	of	the	most	remarkable	in	the	Bible,	and	it	follows	a	pattern	of	the	

apostle	Paul	which	we	find	in	his	writing.	He	emphasized	the	number	three.	

Remembering	without	ceasing	your	work	of	faith,	and	labour	of	love,	and	patience	of	
hope	in	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	in	the	sight	of	God	and	our	Father	[1	Thess.	1:3].	

“Remembering	without	ceasing	[1]	your	work	of	faith,	[2]	and	labour	of	love,	[3]	and	patience	
of	hope	in	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.”	
This	 is	 a	 very	 important	 verse	 of	 Scripture	 and	 contains	 a	 wealth	 of	 meaning.	 Paul	

associates	 the	 three	 Christian	 graces:	 faith	 and	 love	 and	 hope.	 In	 1	 Corinthians	 he	 also	
brought	those	three	graces	together.	“And	now	abideth	faith,	hope,	love,	these	three;	but	the	
greatest	of	these	is	love”	(1	Cor.	13:13).	
In	New	Jersey	several	years	ago	I	had	lunch	with	the	scientist	who	had	designed	the	heat	

shield	that	was	on	the	space	capsules	to	protect	them	when	they	go	out	into	space	and	then	
reenter	our	atmosphere.	He	remarked	to	me,	 “Have	you	ever	noticed	that	 the	universe	 is	
divided	into	a	trinity?”	
“No,	what	do	you	mean	by	that?”	
“You	and	I	live	in	a	physical	universe	that	is	divided	into	time,	space,	and	matter.	Can	you	

think	of	a	fourth?”	
I	couldn’t	think	of	any,	so	he	continued,	“Time	is	divided	into	three	parts:	past,	present,	

and	future.	Can	you	think	of	a	fourth?”	



Again	I	couldn’t,	so	he	went	on.	“Space	is	divided	into	length	and	breadth	and	height.	They	
speak	of	a	‘fourth	dimension,’	but	it	doesn’t	happen	to	be	in	this	material	universe.”	
You	can	see	that	this	universe	in	which	you	and	I	live	bears	the	mark	of	the	Trinity.	The	

interesting	thing	is	that	the	Word	of	God	does	the	same	thing.	Paul	speaks	of	man	as	a	trinity.	
We	will	discuss	this	specifically	when	we	get	into	the	fifth	chapter,	verse	23:	“…	and	I	pray	
God	your	whole	spirit	and	soul	and	body	be	preserved	blameless	unto	the	coming	of	our	Lord	
Jesus	Christ.”	This	tells	us	that	man	is	a	trinity.	
There	are	some	other	interesting	examples	of	the	significance	of	the	number	three.	For	

example,	have	you	noticed	that	in	Genesis	only	three	sons	of	Adam	are	named?	I	am	sure	that	
Adam	and	Eve	had	more	than	three	sons;	they	probably	had	one	hundred	or	more—they	
started	the	human	race—but	only	three	of	the	sons	are	named:	Cain,	Abel,	and	Seth.	
In	this	verse	Paul	actually	gives	three	graces	of	the	Christian	life.	The	past	is	the	work	of	

faith.	The	present	is	a	labor	of	love.	The	future	is	the	patience	of	hope.	That	is	the	biography	
of	the	Christian	and	the	abiding,	permanent,	and	eternal	features	of	the	Christian	life.	
Faith,	hope,	and	love	are	abstract	nouns.	They	seem	to	be	way	up	yonder,	but	we	are	way	

down	here.	How	can	we	get	them	out	of	space	and	theory	into	the	reality	of	life	down	here?	
How	can	we	make	them	concrete	instead	of	abstract	qualities?	
This	is	like	the	story	of	the	contractor	who	loved	children.	He	put	down	a	sidewalk	one	

day—finished	it	in	the	afternoon.	He	came	back	the	next	morning	to	find	that	some	children	
had	walked	on	the	concrete	and	had	left	their	footmarks	in	it.	He	was	very	angry	and	was	
talking	very	 loudly.	A	man	who	was	standing	by	said,	“I	 thought	you	loved	children.”	The	
contractor	said,	“I	love	them	in	the	abstract	but	not	in	the	concrete!”	
So	the	question	here	is	how	we	are	going	to	get	these	words	down	into	something	concrete.	

Paul	takes	these	three	words	from	the	“beautiful	isle	of	somewhere”	and	puts	them	into	shoe	
leather.	He	gets	them	down	to	where	the	shoe	leather	meets	the	sidewalks	of	our	hometown.	
He	fleshes	up	these	abstract	qualities	by	taking	them	out	of	the	morgue	of	never-never	land.	
Notice	how	he	does	it.	From	the	“work	of	faith,”	the	“labour	of	love,”	and	the	“patience	of	

hope,”	he	cites	the	three	steps	in	the	lives	of	the	Thessalonian	believers:	“How	ye	turned	to	
God	from	idols”—that’s	the	work	of	faith;	“to	serve	the	living	and	true	God,”	a	labor	of	love;	
“to	wait	for	his	Son	from	heaven”	is	the	patience	of	hope.	
Now	the	“work	of	faith”	is	a	strange	expression	because	we	are	told	that	“…	by	grace	are	

ye	saved	through	faith;	and	that	not	of	yourselves:	it	is	the	gift	of	God:	Not	of	works,	lest	any	
man	should	boast”	(Eph.	2:8–9).	Yet	here	it	 is	called	the	work	of	faith.	 I	 think	that	Paul	 is	
making	it	very	clear	that	he	and	James	do	not	contradict	each	other.	James	writes,	“Yea,	a	
man	may	say,	Thou	hast	faith,	and	I	have	works:	shew	me	thy	faith	without	thy	works,	and	I	
will	shew	thee	my	faith	by	my	works”	(James	2:18).	That	is	the	work	of	faith.	It	is	the	way	
faith	is	demonstrated	to	others.	(The	writings	of	James	and	the	writings	of	Paul	certainly	do	
not	contradict	each	other—as	some	have	suggested—because	they	are	both	writing	about	
the	same	thing.)	
Faith	is	the	response	of	the	soul	of	man	to	the	Word	of	God.	When	a	man	responds	to	the	

Word	of	God,	then	he	walks	by	faith.	Paul	says	this	in	2	Corinthians	5:7:	“For	we	walk	by	faith,	
not	by	sight.”	The	Lord	Jesus	said	the	same	thing:	“Then	said	they	unto	him,	What	shall	we	
do,	that	we	might	work	the	works	of	God?	Jesus	answered	and	said	unto	them,	This	is	the	



work	of	God,	that	ye	believe	on	him	whom	he	hath	sent”	(John	6:28–29).	He	didn’t	say	that	
you	can	come	to	God	with	your	works,	but	that	you	must	come	to	God	by	faith.	Then	a	faith	
that	is	living	will	make	itself	manifest;	it	will	reveal	itself	in	the	life	that	is	lived.	
There	is	a	good	illustration	of	this	in	the	life	of	the	disciples,	as	recorded	in	Luke	5:4–5.	

The	Lord	Jesus	said	to	Simon	Peter,	“…	Launch	out	into	the	deep,	and	let	down	your	nets	for	
a	draught.	And	Simon	answering	said	unto	him,	Master,	we	have	toiled	all	the	night,	and	have	
taken	nothing.”	That	is	a	statement	of	fact,	a	declaration	of	naked	truth:	“We	fished	all	night,	
and	we	caught	nothing.	We	know	this	sea,	and	there	 is	no	use	going	back	out	 there.”	But	
notice	what	Simon	Peter	adds,	“Nevertheless	at	thy	word	I	will	let	down	the	net.”	He	says	he	
will	go	back	and	fish	again.	My	friend,	that	is	the	work	of	faith.	As	believers	we	need	to	realize	
that	the	work	of	faith	is	acting	upon	the	Word	of	God.	What	is	the	work	of	God?	It	is	to	believe	
on	Jesus	Christ—that	is	how	the	Lord	Jesus	defined	it:	“…	This	is	the	work	of	God,	that	ye	
believe	on	him	whom	he	hath	sent”	(John	6:29).	When	you	act	on	what	the	Word	of	God	says,	
your	faith	will	be	evident	to	the	world.	That	is	the	work	of	faith.	
We	have	the	same	thing	illustrated	in	the	life	of	Cain	and	Abel.	What	was	the	problem	with	

Cain?	He	was	a	sinner	by	nature,	but	he	was	also	a	sinner	by	choice	and	act.	We	are	told,	“By	
faith	 Abel	 offered	 unto	 God	 a	 more	 excellent	 sacrifice	 than	 Cain,	 by	 which	 he	 obtained	
witness	that	he	was	righteous	…”	(Heb.	11:4).	How?	By	being	a	nice	little	Sunday	school	boy?	
No.	Although	he	was	a	sinner	as	Cain	was	a	sinner,	Abel	responded	to	the	Word	of	God,	and	
he	believed	God.	When	he	believed	God,	he	was	saved.	He	manifested	that	faith	by	bringing	
the	proper	sacrifice.	Faith	is	the	connection	between	the	believer	and	God.	It	communicates	
His	Word	to	your	heart	and	you	respond.	And	that	is	what	conversion	is.	Conversion	is	to	
believe	God.	
These	Thessalonians	turned	to	God	from	idols.	Paul	didn’t	go	into	Thessalonica	and	say,	“I	

don’t	think	it	is	proper	for	you	people	to	worship	idols.	That’s	a	terrible	thing	to	do.”	He	never	
said	anything	like	that.	When	he	went	there	he	preached	Christ!	Idolatry	wasn’t	repulsive	to	
these	people,	but	when	they	heard	Paul	present	Christ,	they	believed	God	and	they	turned	to	
God.	When	they	turned	to	God,	they	automatically	turned	from	idols.	
People	often	say	to	me,	“You	converted	me.”	I	haven’t	converted	anyone—I	can’t	do	that!	

One	man	said	to	me,	“You	saved	me	many	years	ago,	and	I’ll	never	forget	you.”	I	answered	
him,	“I	appreciate	your	not	forgetting	me,	but	I	didn’t	save	you.	All	I	did	was	to	present	the	
Word	of	God.	You	believed	the	Word	of	God,	and	the	Spirit	of	God	did	a	work	in	your	heart.”	
That	is	really	quite	wonderful,	my	friend.	
Paul	remembered	without	ceasing	not	only	the	work	of	faith	of	the	Thessalonian	believers	

but	also	their	“labour	of	love.”	Now,	what	is	the	labor	of	love?	God	does	not	save	by	love;	He	
saves	by	grace,	which	is	love	in	action.	Labor	and	love	don’t	seem	to	fit	together.	But,	you	see,	
love	 will	 labor.	 And	 when	 it	 does,	 it	 just	 doesn’t	 seem	 to	 be	 labor.	 Let	 me	 repeat	 the	
illustration	of	a	little	girl	carrying	a	heavy	baby.	A	man	passing	by	said	to	her,	“Isn’t	that	baby	
too	heavy	for	you?”	She	answered,	“Oh	no,	he’s	my	brother.”	Love	makes	all	the	difference	in	
the	world.	Labor	isn’t	labor	when	it	is	a	labor	of	love.	
The	 Lord	 Jesus	 really	 put	 it	 right	 on	 the	 line	 when	 He	 said,	 “If	 ye	 love	 me,	 keep	 my	

commandments”	(John	14:15).	If	you	don’t	love	Him,	you	will	find	it	nothing	but	tedium	and	
labor	to	try	to	keep	His	commandments.	I	don’t	think	it	is	worthwhile	trying.	



Several	years	ago	my	daughter	and	I	were	riding	into	Los	Angeles	to	the	church	which	I	
was	pastoring.	She	was	helping	us	with	some	work	at	the	church.	We	were	stuck	in	the	traffic	
on	the	freeway,	and	I	remarked	to	her,	“Look	at	all	these	people	going	to	work	this	morning.	
Notice	that	nobody	looks	happy.	Everyone	has	a	tense	look	on	his	face.	They	are	anxious	and	
uptight.	Ninety-nine	out	of	a	hundred	are	going	to	a	job	they	hate	doing.”	I	say	it	is	wonderful	
to	do	what	you	love	to	do.	Then	it	is	a	labor	of	love.	
If	working	for	the	Lord	is	a	great	burden	to	you	today,	I	believe	the	Lord	Jesus	would	say	

to	you,	“Give	it	up,	brother.	Don’t	bother	with	it.”	He	doesn’t	want	it	to	be	like	that.	We	are	to	
love	Him.	Then	whatever	we	do	for	Him	will	be	a	labor	of	love.	That	should	characterize	the	
life	of	the	believer.	
One	 time	when	Dwight	L.	Moody	came	home,	his	 family	said	 to	him,	 “Cancel	your	next	

meeting.	You	look	so	weary	and	we	know	you	are	tired.”	He	gave	this	tremendous	response,	
“I	am	weary	in	the	work,	but	I	am	not	weary	of	the	work.”	I	tell	you,	it	is	wonderful	to	get	
weary	in	the	work	of	God	but	not	to	get	weary	of	the	work	of	God.	
Love	to	God	is	expressed	in	obedience.	I	get	tired	of	all	this	talk	about	being	a	dedicated	

Christian.	If	you	want	to	make	that	claim,	then	prove	it,	brother.	Prove	it	by	your	love,	and	
love	manifests	itself	in	obedience.	
Now	the	third	thing	for	which	Paul	commends	the	Thessalonian	believers	is	their	“patience	

of	hope.”	After	they	had	turned	to	God	from	idols	to	serve	the	living	and	true	God,	they	also	
waited	for	His	Son	from	heaven.	That	is	the	patience	of	hope.	
Every	man	lives	with	some	hope	for	the	future.	And	that	hope,	whatever	it	is,	will	sustain	

him.	Down	through	the	centuries	man	has	expressed	this.	Martin	Luther	said,	“Everything	
that	is	done	in	the	world	is	done	by	hope.”	Long	before	him	Sophocles,	the	pagan,	had	written:	
“It	is	hope	which	maintains	most	of	mankind.”	A	modern	man,	O.	S.	Marden,	says,	“There	is	
no	medicine	 like	hope,	 no	 incentive	 so	 great,	 and	no	 tonic	 so	powerful	 as	 expectation	of	
something	better	tomorrow.”	The	poet,	Alexander	Pope,	wrote:	“Hope	springs	eternal	in	the	
human	breast.”	A	statesman,	Thomas	Jefferson,	said,	“I	steer	my	bark	with	hope	in	the	head,	
leaving	 fear	astern.”	And	Carlyle,	 the	Scottish	philosopher,	 commented,	 “Man	 is,	properly	
speaking,	 based	 upon	 hope,	 he	 has	 no	 other	 possession	 but	 hope;	 this	 world	 of	 his	 is	
emphatically	the	place	of	hope.”	
What	a	glorious,	wonderful	life	it	is	to	serve	the	living	and	true	God	and	to	wait	for	His	Son	

from	heaven.	That	is	the	“blessed	hope.”	Multitudes	today	place	their	hope	in	man,	thinking	
that	man	can	 resolve	all	his	problems	and	bring	peace	and	prosperity	 to	 the	world.	Man	
cannot	do	that.	If	your	hope	is	in	this	world,	you	are	chasing	a	will-o’-the-wisp	of	happiness	
that	will	shatter	like	a	bubble	when	you	get	it	in	your	hands.	You	are	following	a	Pied	Piper	
who	is	playing,	“I’m	forever	blowing	bubbles.”	God	put	man	out	of	Paradise	because	man	was	
a	sinner,	and	man	has	been	trying	to	build	a	paradise	outside	ever	since.	The	church	for	years	
thought	it	was	building	the	kingdom	of	heaven,	and	it	was	not.	God	wouldn’t	even	let	man	
live	forever	in	sin,	and	we	can	thank	Him	for	that.	Every	age	comes	to	a	time	of	cosmic	crisis	
and	 says,	 “Somehow	we’ll	work	 our	way	 out.”	 Frederick	 the	Great,	 the	 great	 emperor	 of	
Germany,	said,	“The	time	I	live	in	is	a	time	of	turmoil.	My	hope	is	in	God.”	What	is	your	hope	
today?	Is	your	hope	in	some	political	party	or	in	some	man-made	organization?	God	have	
mercy	on	anyone	whose	hope	rests	upon	some	little,	frail	bark	that	man	is	paddling!	I	don’t	



think	that	any	man	or	any	party	or	any	group	down	here	can	work	out	the	problems	of	this	
world.	The	sceptre	of	this	universe	is	in	nail-pierced	hands,	and	He	will	move	at	the	right	
time.	This	one	thing	I	know:	all	things	do	work	together	for	good	to	them	who	love	God,	to	
them	who	are	the	called	according	to	His	eternal	and	holy	purpose	(see	Rom.	8:28).	
So	here	Paul	has	brought	together	faith	and	love	and	hope,	the	three	tenses	of	the	Christian	

life:	the	work	of	faith,	which	looks	back	to	the	Cross	and	produces	good	works	in	the	life;	the	
labor	of	love,	which	is	the	present	basis	and	motivation	on	which	a	child	of	God	is	to	serve	
Christ;	and	the	patience	of	hope,	which	looks	into	the	future.	
What	a	wonderful	trinity	of	Christian	graces!	It	should	be	the	biography	of	every	believer.	

It	was	the	biography	of	the	church	in	Thessalonica,	and	I	hope	it	 is	the	biography	of	your	
church,	too.	
Now	Paul	takes	up	another	great	truth—	

Knowing,	brethren	beloved,	your	election	of	God	[1	Thess.	1:4].	

Here	 we	 come	 again	 to	 that	 word	 election.	 I	 dealt	 with	 this	 when	 I	 taught	 Ephesians:	
“According	as	he	hath	chosen	us	in	him	before	the	foundation	of	the	world,	that	we	should	
be	holy	and	without	blame	before	him	in	love”	(Eph.	1:4).	Afterward	I	received	some	letters	
criticizing	me	 for	being	weak	 in	emphasizing	election,	claiming	that	 I	had	soft-pedaled	 it;	
others	wrote	that	I	was	rather	extreme	and	had	gone	too	far	in	talking	about	it.	Since	I	got	
both	reactions,	I	came	to	the	conclusion	it	must	have	been	about	right.	I	knew	it	couldn’t	have	
been	both	extremes;	so	it	must	have	been	somewhere	in	the	middle,	which	must	be	close	to	
accurate.	
Paul	doesn’t	mind	writing	about	election	in	this	epistle	to	the	Thessalonian	believers.	And	

he	presents	it	from	God’s	side	of	the	ledger.	You	and	I	do	not	see	His	side,	and	we	have	never	
seen	it.	But	there	are	certain	great	axioms	of	truth	that	we	must	put	down.	When	I	studied	
plane	 geometry,	 certain	 axioms	 were	 stated	 without	 being	 proven,	 such	 as	 the	 shortest	
distance	between	two	points	is	a	straight	line.	I	have	never	had	an	occasion	to	dispute	it,	but	
nobody	has	ever	attempted	to	prove	it	to	me,	although	there	is	a	proposition	in	geometry	
that	will	prove	it.	Nevertheless,	there	are	certain	things	that	we	accept	as	fact	without	proof.	
And	one	of	the	things	is	the	fact	that	there	are	certain	things	which	cannot	be	proven	to	be	
true.	Likewise	Paul	doesn’t	attempt	to	argue	election	or	to	prove	election;	he	simply	states	it	
as	a	fact.	“Knowing,	brethren	beloved,	your	election	of	God.”	That	is	God’s	side	of	the	picture.	
The	Creator	has	His	sovereign	right.	Dr.	Albert	Hyma,	of	the	University	of	Michigan,	said	

that	for	the	past	fifty	years	America	has	been	under	the	control	of	men	who	do	not	know	the	
origin	 and	 the	 beginning	 of	 our	 nation.	 They	 do	 not	 realize	 that	 the	 Puritans	 had	 a	
tremendous	impact	upon	this	nation.	One	of	the	great	truths	that	the	Puritans	stood	for,	and	
which	was	basic	to	their	entire	life-style,	was	the	sovereignty	of	God.	Behind	election	and	all	
of	life	is	the	sovereignty	of	God.	The	Creator	has	His	sovereign	right.	
We	need	to	recognize	that	God	created	the	universe.	I’m	not	concerned	with	how	He	did	it,	

nor	am	I	concerned	with	the	account	in	Genesis.	I	simply	want	to	emphasize	the	fact	that	in	
the	beginning	God	created	the	heaven	and	the	earth.	
Now	there	are	those	who	are	willing	to	say	He	created,	but	 they	deny	Him	the	right	 to	

direct	the	universe.	They	deny	Him	the	right	to	give	a	purpose	to	it.	May	I	say	to	you	that	we	



live	in	a	universe	that	was	created	by	God	and	exists	for	His	glory.	Even	in	the	Sermon	on	the	
Mount	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	said,	“Let	your	light	so	shine	before	men,	that	they	may	see	your	
good	works,	and	glorify	your	Father	which	is	in	heaven”	(Matt.	5:16).	He	didn’t	say	your	good	
works	were	to	glorify	yourself.	Oh,	no!	They	are	to	glorify	the	Father	in	heaven.	May	I	say	
especially	to	you,	my	Christian	friend,	that	God	is	the	Creator,	and	this	universe	exists	for	His	
glory.	He	is	God,	and	beside	Him	there	is	none	other.	He	doesn’t	look	to	anybody	for	advice.	
He	is	running	this	universe	for	His	own	purpose.	He	is	directing	it	for	His	own	glory.	You	and	
I	live	in	a	universe	which	is	theocentric,	that	is,	God-centered.	It	is	not	anthropocentric,	man-
centered;	nor	is	it	geocentric,	earth-centered;	but	it	is	uranocentric,	heaven-centered.	This	is	
God’s	universe,	and	He	is	running	it	His	way.	
Something	else	needs	to	be	said:	God	is	no	tyrant.	God	is	righteous.	God	is	just.	God	is	holy.	

Everything	that	God	does	is	right.	You	may	not	always	think	so,	but	I	have	news	for	you.	If	
you	do	not	think	God	is	right	in	what	He	is	doing,	and	if	you	think	that	God	is	not	following	
the	best	plan,	the	news	I	have	for	you	is	that	you	are	wrong.	God	is	not	wrong.	You	are	wrong.	
You	are	the	person	who	needs	to	get	his	thinking	corrected,	because	if	you	don’t,	you	are	out	
of	step	with	the	universe.	This	universe	exists	for	God,	for	His	glory,	and	for	His	purpose.	
There	is	nothing	going	to	happen	that	will	not	work	out	to	His	glory.	He	is	in	charge,	and	He	
is	running	this	universe	today.	
With	this	in	mind,	let’s	consider	something	else.	Have	you	ever	stopped	to	consider	the	

fact	that	you	were	born?	You	could	have	been	nonexistent.	I	could	have	been	nonexistent.	
God	did	not	come	to	me	and	ask,	“Vernon	McGee,	do	you	want	to	come	into	existence?”	 I	
wasn’t	even	in	existence	so	that	He	could	ask	me!	He	is	the	One	who	thought	of	it.	He	is	the	
One	who	is	responsible	for	my	existence.	And	He	did	not	ask	me	whether	I	wanted	to	be	male	
or	female.	He	didn’t	ask	me	whether	I	wanted	to	be	born	in	this	day	and	age.	He	didn’t	ask	
me	to	choose	my	parents.	He	didn’t	ask	me	to	decide	whether	my	parents	would	be	godly	or	
whether	 they	would	 be	wealthy—and	 they	were	 neither	 one.	 God	 today	 is	 running	 this	
universe	because	it	is	His.	You	may	not	like	it,	but	that	just	happens	to	be	the	way	it	is.	
Now	God	is	no	tyrant—no	one	is	chosen	against	his	will,	and	no	one	is	rejected	against	his	

will.	 God	 is	 right	 in	 all	 that	 He	 does.	 Paul	 asks,	 “What	 shall	 we	 say	 then?	 Is	 there	
unrighteousness	with	God?”	And	he	answers	his	own	question	with	a	strong	negative,	“God	
forbid”	(Rom.	9:14).	God	is	right	in	all	that	He	does.	
We	need	to	get	back	to	that	place	where	we	recognize	that	we	are	mere	creatures.	Not	only	

creatures,	but	we	are	totally	depraved	creatures.	I	know	it’s	not	popular	to	say	this	in	our	
day.	We	like	to	scratch	each	other’s	backs	and	tell	each	other	how	wonderful	we	are.	That’s	
the	reason	they	hand	out	loving	cups,	and	these	knife-and-fork	clubs	are	always	recognizing	
somebody	as	the	outstanding	something	or	other.	The	human	race	must	do	that	in	order	to	
bolster	us	up	and	make	us	 think	 that	we	are	great	down	here.	The	 fact	 is	 that	we	are	 in	
rebellion	against	God.	
The	fact	that	God	even	considers	us	as	a	nation	is	due	to	the	early	Puritans	who	founded	

this	country.	They	are	being	downgraded	in	our	day,	but	we	have	this	great	country	because	
of	them.	Other	men	have	labored,	and	we	have	entered	into	their	labors.	And	one	of	the	things	
that	they	emphasized	was	the	liberty	of	each	individual	for	private	 judgment.	Even	we	as	
sinners	have	that	right.	Why?	Because	no	other	sinner	has	any	right	to	make	a	decision	for	



you	 and	 me.	 Today	 you	 and	 I	 enjoy	 the	 freedom	 that	 we	 have	 because	 of	 our	 Puritan	
forefathers.	 The	 present	 generation	 of	 politicians	 doesn’t	 even	 know	what	 it’s	 all	 about,	
which	is	the	reason	democracy	isn’t	working.	There	is	no	way	democracy	can	work	unless	
the	 people	 understand	 the	 sovereignty	 of	 God,	 recognize	 they	 are	His	 creatures,	 and	 fall	
down	before	Him.	
Now	 let	me	 repeat	what	 Paul	 has	 said	 to	 the	 Thessalonian	 believers	 (v.	 4):	 “Knowing,	

brethren	beloved,	your	election	of	God.”	Maybe	you	don’t	like	this	verse,	but	this	is	the	way	
it	happened.	And	God	 is	running	this	universe.	 Instead	of	 joining	a	protest	march	against	
Him,	I	suggest	that	you	fall	down	on	your	face	before	Him	and	thank	Him	that	He	has	brought	
you	into	existence,	and	that	He	has	given	you	the	opportunity	as	a	free	moral	agent	to	make	
a	decision	for	Him.	His	invitation	still	stands,	“…	If	any	man	thirst,	let	him	come	unto	me,	and	
drink”	(John	7:37).	Are	you	thirsty?	Then	come	to	Christ.	He	stands	ready	to	receive	you.	You	
say	you	are	not	thirsty?	Then	forget	it.	God	offers	a	full	and	free	salvation	to	this	lost	world	
today.	He	says	to	men	and	women,	“Take	it	or	leave	it.”	That	is	where	our	freedom	comes	in.	
We	can	either	choose	Him	or	reject	Him.	There	is	no	middle	ground.	Each	person	has	the	
freedom	to	do	one	or	the	other.	



Gospel	Received	in	Much	Assurance	and	Much	Affliction	
Now	here	is	another	tremendous	verse	for	us	to	study—	

For	our	gospel	came	not	unto	you	 in	word	only,	but	also	 in	power,	and	 in	 the	Holy	
Ghost,	and	in	much	assurance;	as	ye	know	what	manner	of	men	we	were	among	you	
for	your	sake	[1	Thess.	1:5].	

Paul	is	saying,	“You	knew	that	when	we	came	among	you,	we	were	just	human	beings—just	
weak	human	beings	with	lips	and	tongues	of	clay.	All	we	could	do	was	say	words,	but	we	
gave	out	the	Word	of	God.	And	the	Word	of	God	came	to	you,	not	in	word	only,	but	in	power	
and	in	the	Holy	Spirit.”	My	friend,	this	fact	makes	my	job	the	most	wonderful	job	in	the	world.	
I	 love	it.	I	 love	to	teach	the	Word	of	God.	Do	you	know	why?	Because	when	I	give	out	the	
Word	of	God—although	they	are	just	words	as	far	as	Vernon	McGee	is	concerned—when	the	
Spirit	of	God	takes	those	words	and	uses	them,	they	are	powerful!	I	suppose	I	have	about	five	
hundred	letters	on	my	desk	right	now	that	bear	this	out.	For	example,	a	wife	has	written	that	
the	first	time	she	turned	on	my	radio	program,	her	husband	spent	thirty	minutes	cussing	this	
preacher.	But	she	continued	to	tune	in	the	program,	and	one	day	he	argued	back	at	me.	Then	
one	day	she	forgot	to	dial	in	the	program	and	he	reminded	her	of	it,	and	he	listened.	Finally	
the	day	came	when	he	knelt	by	the	radio	and	received	Christ	as	his	Savior!	My	friend,	if	you	
think	that	happened	because	I	am	a	super-duper	salesman,	you	are	wrong.	I’m	not	even	a	
salesman—I	couldn’t	even	give	away	 five-dollar	bills,	because	folk	would	think	they	were	
phony!	But	the	thing	that	is	so	tremendous	is	that	the	Spirit	of	God	will	use	the	Word	of	God.	
That	is	our	confidence.	
Now	hear	me	carefully:	I	believe	that	the	Bible	is	the	inerrant	Word	of	God.	And	please	

don’t	write	to	me	and	explain	to	me	all	the	introductions	and	all	the	problems	about	text.	I’ve	
been	through	seminary,	and	I	have	even	taught	introductory	courses	so	that	I	do	know	a	little	
about	them.	But	I	accept	the	Word	of	God	as	the	inerrant	Word	of	God,	that	it	is	God	speaking	
to	us.	And	I	go	further	than	that.	I	believe	that	the	Spirit	of	God	can	cause	the	Word	of	God	to	
penetrate	into	your	heart	and	life	and	my	heart	and	life	so	that	we	are	transformed	people.	
People	are	not	born	again	by	the	weakness	of	the	human	flesh,	not	by	saying	a	few	words	by	
radio	 or	 by	 the	 printed	 page.	 But	 they	 are	 “…	born	 again,	 not	 of	 corruptible	 seed,	 but	 of	
incorruptible,	by	the	word	of	God,	which	liveth	and	abideth	for	ever”	(1	Pet.	1:23).	I	believe	
the	Spirit	of	God	can	take	the	Word	of	God	and	make	it	real	to	you.	I	believe	the	Word	of	God	
is	that	kind	of	thing.	I	don’t	think	the	Spirit	of	God	could	do	much	with	the	telephone	directory	
or	the	Sears	and	Roebuck	catalog	or	with	popular	magazines	that	are	published	today.	But	I	
do	believe	that	the	Spirit	of	God	can	and	will	take	the	Word	of	God	and	perform	the	greatest	
miracle	possible—changing	an	unbelieving,	lost	sinner	into	a	child	of	God!	
The	 Word	 of	 God	 went	 into	 Thessalonica,	 that	 Roman	 colony	 which	 was	 pagan	 and	

heathen	and	was	controlled	by	one	of	the	greatest	political	and	military	powers	this	world	
has	known,	and	there	it	reached	the	hearts	and	lives	of	people	and	transformed	them.	That	
is	what	happened	in	Thessalonica,	and	it	can	still	do	the	same	today.	
Let	me	repeat	verse	5	because	it	is	such	an	important	verse:	“For	our	gospel	came	not	unto	

you	in	word	only,	but	also	in	power,	and	in	the	Holy	Ghost,	and	in	much	assurance;	as	ye	
know	what	manner	of	men	we	were	among	you	for	your	sake.”	



The	first	thing	necessary	is	for	a	person	to	hear	the	Word	of	God.	That	is	the	factual	basis.	
People	must	hear	the	gospel.	“So	then	faith	cometh	by	hearing,	and	hearing	by	the	word	of	
God”	(Rom.	10:17).	That	is	the	natural	part	of	the	process.	But	that	doesn’t	end	it,	because	
the	Word	of	God	is	a	supernatural	book.	Without	the	Holy	Spirit	the	gospel	is	merely	words.	
With	the	Holy	Spirit	it	is	the	power	of	God	unto	salvation	to	everyone	that	believes.	This	is	
exactly	what	the	Lord	Jesus	said	the	Holy	Spirit	would	do:	“Nevertheless	I	tell	you	the	truth;	
It	is	expedient	for	you	that	I	go	away:	for	if	I	go	not	away,	the	Comforter	will	not	come	unto	
you;	but	if	I	depart,	I	will	send	him	unto	you.	And	when	he	is	come,	he	will	reprove	the	world	
of	 sin,	 and	of	 righteousness,	 and	of	 judgment:	Of	 sin,	because	 they	believe	not	on	me;	Of	
righteousness,	because	I	go	to	my	Father,	and	ye	see	me	no	more;	Of	judgment,	because	the	
prince	of	this	world	is	judged”	(John	16:7–11).	

And	ye	became	 followers	of	us,	and	of	 the	Lord,	having	received	 the	word	 in	much	
affliction,	with	joy	of	the	Holy	Ghost	[1	Thess.	1:6].	

Paul	could	cite	Silas	and	Timothy	and	himself	as	examples.	Personally,	I	would	hesitate	to	
give	myself	as	an	example;	I	don’t	think	I	am	a	very	good	one.	But	Paul	the	apostle,	going	
from	place	to	place	throughout	the	Roman	Empire,	offered	himself	as	an	example	to	these	
believers.	
“Having	received	the	word	 in	much	affliction,	with	 joy	of	 the	Holy	Ghost.”	Affliction	 (or	

suffering)	and	joy	are	two	words	that	are	actually	antipodes	apart—they	are	as	far	apart	as	
the	east	is	from	the	west.	They	don’t	belong	together.	They	are	as	extreme	as	night	is	from	
daylight,	 as	 cold	 is	 from	heat.	 They	 are	not	 things	 that	we	would	 associate	 together.	 If	 a	
person	is	suffering	and	in	affliction,	he	cannot	have	any	joy,	according	to	our	natural	way	of	
looking	at	it.	And	if	he’s	having	joy	in	his	life,	then	surely	he	isn’t	suffering!	
Yet	there	have	been	wonderful	saints	of	God	who	have	endured	affliction	and	at	the	same	

time	have	had	the	joy	of	the	Lord	in	their	hearts.	That	is	real	triumph.	We	hear	a	lot	about	
healing	today,	and	I	thank	God	that	He	has	healed	me.	How	wonderful	it	is!	But	I	know	some	
saints	of	God	who	are	a	lot	more	wonderful	than	I	ever	hope	to	be.	These	people	are	lying	
right	now	on	beds	of	pain,	beds	of	affliction,	and	they	have	the	joy	of	the	Lord	in	their	hearts.	
There	is	not	a	person	today	who	is	enjoying	the	world’s	entertainment	and	is	suffering	at	

the	 same	 time.	 The	 world	 cannot	 put	 these	 two	 together.	 Paul	 says	 that	 the	Word	 was	
received	 “in	much	affliction”—there	was	 suffering,	 persecution,	 and	heartache.	But	 there	
was	the	joy	of	the	Holy	Spirit	also.	That	is	the	bittersweet	of	life;	that	is	like	the	Chinese	dish	
they	call	“sweet-and-sour.”	For	the	Christian	there	can	be	that	which	is	sour	and	bitter	in	life,	
while	at	the	same	time	there	is	sweetness	in	the	heart	and	life.	
A	woman	who	was	a	rather	famous	poetess	here	in	Southern	California	was	a	member	of	

my	church.	 I	had	the	privilege	of	baptizing	her.	We	baptized	her	 in	a	bathtub	because	we	
couldn’t	take	her	anywhere	else.	The	minute	I	touched	her	she	screamed,	because	she	was	in	
pain	all	the	time.	She	gave	me	a	copy	of	one	of	her	last	books	of	poetry.	It	was	titled,	Heart	
Held	High.	In	the	midst	of	extreme	human	suffering	she	had	the	joy	of	the	Lord	in	her	life.	I	
always	left	her	with	the	distinct	feeling	that	I	was	the	one	who	had	been	ministered	to.	I	never	
felt	that	I	did	much	ministering	to	her.	It	is	wonderful	to	see	a	Christian	who	is	suffering	like	
that	and	can	still	rejoice	in	the	Lord.	



So	that	ye	were	ensamples	to	all	that	believe	in	Macedonia	and	Achaia	[1	Thess.	1:7].	

“In	Macedonia	 and	Achaia”—this	 refers	 to	 the	 European	 section	 of	 the	Greco-Macedonia	
empire	 of	 Alexander	 the	 Great.	 The	 church	 at	 Thessalonica,	 a	 Roman	 colony,	 was	 an	
example—after	 just	a	 few	months—to	all	 the	other	churches.	What	a	glorious,	wonderful	
testimony	they	had.	
Today	we	often	hear	of	individual	Christians	who	are	examples	to	others.	However,	there	

are	 actually	 very	 few	 churches	which	 are	 known	 far	 and	 near	 as	 being	 examples	 of	 the	
Christian	 faith.	 I	 think	 it	 is	 strange	 that	 we	 do	 not	 have	more	 local	 churches	which	 are	
examples	to	all	believers.	It	has	been	my	privilege	to	travel	around	the	country	and	speak	in	
many	 churches	 across	 America.	 There	 are	 a	 few,	 but	 only	 a	 few,	 that	 I	 would	 name	 as	
examples.	



Gospel	Results	
For	from	you	sounded	out	the	word	of	the	Lord	not	only	in	Macedonia	and	Achaia,	but	
also	in	every	place	your	faith	to	God-ward	is	spread	abroad;	so	that	we	need	not	to	
speak	any	thing	[1	Thess.	1:8].	

Paul	found	that	wherever	he	traveled	the	reputation	of	this	church	had	already	gone	ahead	
of	him.	The	believers	were	already	 talking	about	 the	church	 in	Thessalonica;	 so	 it	wasn’t	
necessary	 for	 Paul	 to	 tell	 them	 anything	 about	 it.	 This	 reveals	 something	 of	 the	 great	
reputation	this	church	had	in	that	day.	

For	they	themselves	shew	of	us	what	manner	of	entering	in	we	had	unto	you,	and	how	
ye	turned	to	God	from	idols	to	serve	the	living	and	true	God;	

And	to	wait	for	his	Son	from	heaven,	whom	he	raised	from	the	dead,	even	Jesus,	which	
delivered	us	from	the	wrath	to	come	[1	Thess.	1:9–10].	

We	have	already	looked	at	these	two	verses	in	connection	with	verse	3.	Their	response	gave	
witness	to	the	kind	of	“entering	in”	Paul	and	Silas	and	Timothy	had	had	with	them.	Paul	tells	
what	that	response	was:	(1)	Your	work	of	faith—how	ye	turned	to	God	from	idols;	(2)	your	
labor	of	love—to	serve	the	living	and	true	God;	and	(3)	your	patience	of	hope—to	wait	for	
His	Son	from	heaven.	
Now	I	would	like	to	look	at	these	verses	from	a	little	different	point	of	view.	When	Paul	

arrived	 in	 Thessalonica,	 he	 did	 not	 announce	 that	 he	 would	 give	 a	 series	 of	 messages	
denouncing	idolatry	or	telling	about	the	errors	that	were	involved	in	the	worship	of	Apollo,	
Venus,	or	any	of	the	other	gods	and	goddesses	of	the	Roman	Empire.	But	when	Paul	arrived	
in	Thessalonica,	he	preached	Christ.	When	he	preached	Christ,	they	turned	to	God	from	idols.	
Notice	that	he	doesn’t	say	they	turned	from	idols	to	God.	Someone	will	say,	“You’re	splitting	
hairs.”	I	surely	am.	These	are	hairs	that	need	to	be	split.	We	need	to	do	some	straight	thinking	
about	this.	
“How	ye	turned	to	God	from	idols.”	We	hear	today	that	repentance	is	essential	to	salvation.	

Repentance	and	believing	are	presented	as	two	steps	in	a	process.	Actually,	they	are	both	
wrapped	up	in	the	same	package,	and	you	have	them	both	right	here.	When	Paul	preached	
Christ,	they	turned	to	God	from	 idols.	I	want	you	to	see	something	that	is	very	important.	
When	they	turned	to	God,	that	is	the	work	of	faith;	that	is	what	faith	did.	The	Lord	Jesus	said,	
“…	This	 is	 the	work	of	God,	 that	ye	believe	on	him	whom	he	hath	sent”	 (John	6:29,	 italics	
mine).	These	people	turned	to	God	from	idols;	they	turned	from	idols,	too.	That’s	right—and	
that	is	repentance.	The	repentance	followed	the	turning	to	God.	It	didn’t	precede	it.	When	
they	turned	to	God,	they	automatically	turned	from	idols.	
Take	your	hand	and	hold	it	so	the	palm	of	your	hand	is	facing	toward	you.	Now	turn	your	

hand	around.	When	you	turned	your	hand	around,	the	back	side	of	your	hand	now	faces	you,	
and	the	palm	of	your	hand	automatically	turned	away	from	you.	Just	so,	you	cannot	turn	to	
Christ	 Jesus	without	 turning	 from	 something,	my	 friend.	 That	 turning	 from	 something	 is	
repentance.	



We	need	to	hold	up	Jesus	Christ	as	the	Savior	from	sin.	A	man	needs	to	know	that	he	is	a	
lost	sinner.	He	can	sit	and	weep	about	his	sins	until	Judgment	Day,	and	it	won’t	do	him	one	
bit	of	good.	I	know	an	alcoholic	man	who	died	an	alcoholic.	He	could	sit	in	my	study	and	cry	
about	the	fact	that	he	was	an	alcoholic	and	how	terrible	he	was	to	be	a	drunkard.	He	could	
shed	great	tears	and	repent,	but	nothing	changed	because	he	never	did	turn	to	Christ!	
My	dad	used	to	tell	about	a	little	boat	that	went	up	and	down	the	Mississippi	River.	It	had	

a	little	bitty	boiler	and	a	great	big	whistle.	When	that	boat	was	carrying	a	load	and	was	going	
upstream,	it	was	in	trouble	when	the	whistle	would	blow,	because	the	boat	would	begin	to	
drift	downstream.	There	are	a	lot	of	people	who	have	a	little	boiler	and	a	great	big	whistle.	
They	can	repent	and	shed	tears	all	over	the	place,	but	that	doesn’t	do	any	good.	It	 is	only	
when	a	person	turns	to	Christ	that	he	will	turn	from	something.	He	will	turn	from	his	sin.	If	
a	man	doesn’t	turn	from	his	sin,	it	is	because	he	hasn’t	turned	to	Christ.	
I	am	sure	that	when	the	Thessalonian	believers	turned	from	their	idols,	they	wept	over	the	

time	 they	 had	 wasted	 in	 idol	 worship.	 After	 they	 had	 turned	 to	 God,	 there	 was	 a	 real	
repentance	over	the	misspent	years.	The	turning	to	God	came	first,	then	they	realized	that	
turning	to	God	meant	turning	from	idols.	
Now	I	want	to	point	out	that	Jesus	Christ	the	Savior	of	the	world	is	to	be	preached	to	a	

world	of	 lost	 sinners,	but	 the	message	of	 repentance	 is	preached	 to	 the	church.	Read	 the	
messages	 to	 the	seven	churches	of	Asia	as	 recorded	 in	Revelation,	 chapters	2	and	3.	The	
message	of	 the	Lord	 Jesus	to	 the	churches	 is	 to	repent.	Today	 it	seems	that	 the	church	 is	
telling	everyone	outside	the	church	to	repent.	The	Bible	teaches	that	it	is	the	people	in	the	
church	who	need	to	repent.	We	need	to	get	down	on	our	faces	before	God	and	repent.	That	
is	not	the	message	for	us	to	give	to	the	unsaved	man	down	the	street.	He	needs	to	know	that	
he	has	a	Savior.	
“To	serve	the	living	and	true	God.”	The	Thessalonians	were	now	serving	God;	it	was	the	

labor	of	love.	You	cannot	serve	Christ	unless	you	love	Him.	The	Lord	Jesus	said,	“If	ye	love	
me,	keep	my	commandments”	(John	14:15).	Suppose	you	don’t	 love	Him?	Then	there	are	
none	of	His	commandments	for	you.	You	think	you	want	to	go	out	to	preach	the	gospel,	but	
you	don’t	love	Him?	Then	stay	home.	To	go	into	all	the	world	and	preach	the	gospel	to	every	
creature	is	a	command,	and	it	is	for	those	who	love	Him.	If	you	don’t	love	Him,	don’t	do	it.	
When	the	Lord	Jesus	talked	to	Simon	Peter	(as	recorded	in	John	21),	He	didn’t	ask,	“Peter,	

why	in	the	world	did	you	deny	Me?”	He	didn’t	say,	“Peter,	do	you	promise	Me	you	will	do	
better	if	I	let	you	preach	the	sermon	on	the	Day	of	Pentecost?”	He	never	said	anything	like	
that.	He	asked,	“Peter,	do	you	love	Me?”	If	Peter	had	said,	“No,”	I	think	the	Lord	would	have	
told	him	to	forget	about	service.	Does	that	sound	harsh	to	you?	I	didn’t	say	it;	Jesus	did:	“If	
ye	love	me,	keep	my	commandments.”	
“And	to	wait	for	his	Son	from	heaven.”	That	doesn’t	mean	to	wait	sitting	down.	It	means	

you	are	busy.	If	you	love	Him,	you	will	serve	Him.	You	are	busy	for	Him	while	you	wait	for	
Him.	
When	 I	 first	went	 to	Cleburne,	Texas,	all	 the	downtown	churches	had	outdoor	evening	

services	on	the	lawn	of	the	First	Baptist	Church.	Since	I	was	the	new	preacher	in	town,	I	was	
asked	to	preach	the	first	night	I	was	there.	An	officer	of	one	of	the	churches	had	heard	that	I	
was	 a	 fundamentalist	 and	 a	 premillennialist.	 The	 next	 day	 he	 said	 to	me,	 “I	 heard	 your	



sermon	last	night.	You	didn’t	sound	to	me	like	one	of	those	fellows	who	has	his	nose	pressed	
against	the	window	waiting	for	the	Lord	to	come.”	I	told	him	that	people	who	are	waiting	for	
the	Lord	to	come	don’t	have	their	noses	against	the	window.	They	are	out,	busy,	working	for	
the	 Lord.	 This	 was	 during	 the	 Depression,	 but	 I	 told	 him	 that	 while	 his	 and	 other	
denominations	were	calling	their	missionaries	back	from	the	field,	the	China	Inland	Mission,	
which	was	fundamental	and	premillennial,	was	asking	for	one	hundred	more	missionaries	
to	go	to	China.	Who	was	really	waiting	for	the	Lord	to	come?	
“To	wait	for	his	Son	from	heaven”	does	not	mean	to	sit	down.	It	means	to	be	busy	for	the	

Lord.	That	is	the	patience	of	hope.	It	means	to	keep	on	serving	the	Lord,	giving	out	the	Word	
of	God	while	you	wait.	The	coming	of	Christ	to	take	His	church	out	of	the	world	is	not	an	
escape	mechanism.	Rather,	it	is	an	incentive	to	serve	Him	and	to	give	out	the	Word	of	God.	
“…	Even	so,	come,	Lord	Jesus”	(Rev.	22:20).	
		



		

Chapter	2	
Theme:	The	coming	of	Christ	is	a	working	hope	

The	coming	of	Christ	for	His	church	is	called	the	Rapture	of	the	church.	It	is	not	a	doctrine	to	
argue	 about;	 it	 is	 a	 doctrine	 to	 live.	 Unfortunately,	 there	 are	many	who	 believe	 Christ	 is	
coming	after	the	Great	Tribulation.	There	are	those	who	believe	He	is	coming	before,	and	
some	 believe	He	 is	 coming	 during	 that	 period	 of	 time.	 Then	 there	 are	 others	who	 don’t	
believe	that	He	is	coming	at	all,	and	yet	they	say	that	they	trust	Him	as	their	Savior.	For	all	
the	groups	there	is	one	important	question:	How	does	your	interpretation	affect	your	life?	
Does	 it	 do	 anything	 for	 you?	 If	 your	 view	 has	 no	 effect	 on	 your	 life,	 then	 you	 should	
reconsider	what	you	believe.	The	expectation	of	the	return	of	the	Lord	should	be	a	motivating	
factor	in	the	life	of	the	believer.	



Motive	and	Method	of	a	True	Witness	for	Christ	
For	yourselves,	brethren,	know	our	entrance	in	unto	you,	 that	 it	was	not	 in	vain	[1	
Thess.	2:1].	

“In	vain”	means	empty,	without	results.	Paul	says,	“When	we	came	to	you,	 it	was	not	 just	
some	theoretical	proposition	that	we	presented	to	you.	We	didn’t	come	to	declare	to	you	
something	 that	was	new	and	novel	 and	which	had	no	effect	on	you	at	 all.	We	didn’t	 just	
entertain	you	for	a	 few	days	and	then	leave	you.”	Paul’s	work	was	not	 in	vain;	 it	was	not	
empty.	When	he	came	to	Thessalonica,	it	rocked	a	great	many	folk,	bringing	many	to	a	saving	
knowledge	of	Christ.	And	 it	brought	a	 church	 into	existence.	Paul	was	not	 simply	 talking	
about	a	theory	or	a	philosophy,	but	about	something	that	worked	in	Thessalonica.	The	gospel	
walked	down	the	streets	of	that	city,	and	it	got	into	the	hearts	and	homes	and	lives	of	men	
and	women.	

But	 even	 after	 that	we	 had	 suffered	 before,	 and	were	 shamefully	 entreated,	 as	 ye	
know,	at	Philippi,	we	were	bold	in	our	God	to	speak	unto	you	the	gospel	of	God	with	
much	contention	[1	Thess.	2:2].	

The	Greek	word	for	“contention”	is	agoni,	which	means	“conflict”	or	“agony.”	There	was	a	
great	deal	of	conflict	and	much	inward	agony	when	Paul	came	to	them.	
Paul	says	that	he	had	been	shamefully	treated	in	Philippi.	We	know	about	that	from	the	

account	in	Acts	16.	But	when	he	came	to	Thessalonica,	he	came	in	boldness.	In	other	words,	
he	didn’t	 slow	down	because	of	his	previous	experience.	He	didn’t	play	down	the	gospel.	
After	his	terrifying	experience,	Paul	didn’t	say,	“Now	I’m	going	to	change	my	approach.	I’m	
going	 to	be	more	 tactful	and	 less	outspoken	about	 the	gospel.”	No,	Paul	was	not	a	 secret	
believer.	He	spoke	right	out,	just	as	he	had	done	at	Philippi.	
You	see,	it	would	have	been	so	easy	for	Paul	to	rationalize.	He	could	have	decided	that	he	

had	better	be	more	careful	to	win	friends	and	influence	people.	Excessive	tact	and	the	soft	
sell	were	not	Paul’s	method.	He	boldly	declared	the	gospel,	and	his	experiences	did	not	affect	
his	approach.	
Now	when	he	entered	in	among	them,	he	presented	the	Word	of	God.	If	you	were	asked	to	

choose,	what	would	you	select	as	the	greatest	sermon	of	the	apostle	Paul?	If	we	took	a	poll,	
I’m	sure	we	would	get	many	different	answers.	Rightly	so.	There	was	the	great	sermon	at	
Damascus	after	his	conversion.	There	was	the	sermon	before	Sergius	Paulus	on	the	island	of	
Cyprus	when	he	began	his	missionary	work.	Then	there	was	a	sermon	in	the	synagogue	at	
Antioch	of	Pisidia	on	his	first	missionary	journey—I	consider	that	one	of	the	greatest	of	his	
sermons.	 Then	 there	 were	 sermons	 in	 Athens	 on	Mars	 Hill,	 in	 Ephesus	 at	 the	 school	 of	
Tyrannus,	and	his	defense	in	Corinth.	I	think	all	of	these	are	great.	Someone	might	choose	
the	message	he	gave	in	Jerusalem	when	he	was	arrested,	or	when	he	was	brought	before	
Felix	and	Festus	and	Agrippa.	The	one	given	before	Agrippa	is	a	masterpiece.	Then	there	is	
his	 farewell	 speech	 on	 the	 beach	 to	 the	 elders	 of	 Ephesus.	 In	 every	message	 he	 always	
presented	Christ,	His	death	and	His	resurrection.	
If	I	were	to	pick	the	greatest	sermon	of	Paul,	I	would	actually	pick	none	of	these.	I	would	

choose	instead	his	life	in	Thessalonica.	His	greatest	sermon	was	not	in	writing	or	speaking,	



but	in	walking.	It	was	not	in	exposition,	but	in	experience;	not	in	his	profession,	but	in	his	
practice.	He	took	his	text	from	James	2:26,	“…faith	without	works	is	dead….”	and	he	made	his	
points	on	the	pavement	of	the	streets	of	Thessalonica.	
Every	believer	is	a	preacher.	Maybe	you	don’t	like	me	to	call	you	a	preacher,	but	you	are	

one	nonetheless.	You	can’t	escape	it—you	are	saying	something	to	somebody	by	the	life	you	
live.	Perhaps	your	life	is	speaking	to	the	child	in	your	home.	I	think	that	is	one	of	the	reasons	
we	have	so	many	of	our	young	people	out	on	the	highways	and	byways,	the	streets	and	alleys	
of	this	world.	They	watched	mom	and	dad	at	home,	and	they	didn’t	like	what	they	saw;	so	
they	took	to	the	highways.	The	greatest	sermon	you	will	ever	preach	is	by	the	life	that	you	
live.	
Paul	 is	going	to	tell	us	about	the	sermon	he	preached	at	Thessalonica	(vv.	3–6),	and	he	

then	will	describe	the	relationship	he	had	with	the	Thessalonians.	He	was	like	a	mother	to	
them	in	that	he	comforted	them	(see	v.	7);	he	was	like	a	father	to	them	in	that	he	charged	
them	(v.	11);	and	he	was	like	a	brother	to	the	Thessalonians	in	that	he	challenged	them	(v.	
14).	

For	our	exhortation	was	not	of	deceit,	nor	of	uncleanness,	nor	in	guile	[1	Thess.	2:3].	

Deceit	means	“error.”	The	content	of	Paul’s	exhortation	was	not	adulterated.	Paul	did	not	
water	down	the	gospel.	He	never	changed	it	to	suit	different	groups.	
One	of	the	things	that	disturbs	me	about	some	ministers	is	that	they	give	a	good,	clear-cut	

gospel	message	in	one	place,	but	then	they	show	up	in	another	place	where	they	need	to	be	
equally	clear	in	giving	out	the	gospel,	and	they	are	fuzzy!	This	was	not	true	of	the	apostle	
Paul—his	“exhortation	was	not	of	deceit.”	
Uncleanness	 means	 “sensuality.”	 Paul	 was	 not	 motivated	 by	 greed.	 He	 didn’t	 come	 to	

Thessalonica	 for	 the	offering	he	would	get	or	 for	 the	notoriety	he	would	gain.	He	wasn’t	
seeking	 to	 be	 ministered	 to	 personally,	 but	 he	 came	 with	 pure	 motives.	 There	 was	 no	
uncleanness	in	that	sense.	
“Nor	in	guile”—he	did	not	use	wrong	methods	with	them.	He	did	not	lower	his	standards	

to	accommodate	the	prejudices	and	passions	of	the	old	nature.	He	did	not	use	an	appeal	to	
the	sinful	flesh.	
Many	of	us	can	learn	a	lesson	from	the	apostle	Paul	at	this	point.	I	once	knew	a	minister	

who	had	been	a	great	preacher.	But	I	lost	much	respect	for	this	man	because	he	went	back	
to	a	church	which	he	had	formerly	pastored,	knowing	that	there	was	criticism	of	the	present	
pastor.	He	played	upon	that	criticism	and	encouraged	it.	Paul	would	never	have	done	a	thing	
like	that.	He	didn’t	bring	the	gospel	to	people	in	any	form	of	guile	at	all.	
Everyone	who	teaches	the	Word	of	God	needs	to	ask	himself	whether	he	is	doing	it	with	

any	deceit	or	uncleanness	or	guile.	We	need	to	be	honest	with	ourselves;	we	need	to	check	
our	 own	motives.	 Do	we	 teach	 in	 order	 to	win	 friends	 and	 influence	 people?	 Or	 are	we	
honestly	trying	to	give	out	the	Word	of	God?	My	friend,	I	must	confess	that	I	have	made	many	
mistakes.	I	have	failed	the	Lord	so	many	times	that	it	is	amazing	that	He	doesn’t	throw	me	
overboard.	If	I	were	God,	I	would	have	been	disgusted	with	Vernon	McGee	long	ago.	But	I	
promised	the	Lord	when	I	entered	the	ministry	that	I	wouldn’t	pull	any	punches.	Honestly,	I	
expected	to	get	into	real	trouble,	but	the	Lord	has	been	good	to	me.	I	think	He	knew	that	I	



would	start	running	if	there	were	an	occasion	for	it.	I	am	grateful	that	I	can	look	up	to	the	
Lord	right	now	and	say,	“Lord,	I’ve	made	a	lot	of	mistakes	and	I	have	failed	You,	but	I	have	
given	out	Your	Word	the	best	I	know	how.	If	I	could	give	it	better,	I	would,	but	I’m	doing	the	
best	that	I	possibly	can	by	Your	grace.”	
I	love	this	passage.	Paul	could	tell	the	Thessalonians,	“When	I	came	to	you,	I	want	you	to	

know	that	I	had	no	ulterior	motives.	I	didn’t	come	for	your	offering.	I	didn’t	come	in	order	to	
shear	your	sheep.	I	came	to	give	you	the	gospel	and	then	to	build	you	up	in	the	faith.	That	
was	my	motive.”	With	that	kind	of	motive	a	person	is	really	sailing	on	a	marvelous	sea.	There	
may	be	storms,	but	the	Lord	will	bring	His	servant	through.	

But	as	we	were	allowed	of	God	to	be	put	in	trust	with	the	gospel,	even	so	we	speak;	not	
as	pleasing	men,	but	God,	which	trieth	our	hearts	[1	Thess.	2:4].	

The	word	allowed	means	“to	be	tested	or	approved.”	Paul	was	saying	that	he	was	no	novice.	
He	was	not	a	manpleaser,	nor	had	he	ever	sought	popularity.	He	wasn’t	 trying	to	make	a	
name	for	himself.	When	Paul	preached,	he	was	not	preaching	to	find	out	what	men	would	
think	of	him,	but	what	God	would	think	of	him.	Paul	used	the	blue	litmus	paper	of	God	to	put	
down	in	his	life,	and	it	stood	the	test.	He	never	used	any	low	or	tricky	methods.	

For	 neither	 at	 any	 time	 used	 we	 flattering	 words,	 as	 ye	 know,	 nor	 a	 cloak	 of	
covetousness;	God	is	witness	[1	Thess.	2:5].	

Paul	is	speaking	pretty	frankly.	He	says	that	he	never	came	into	their	midst	to	flatter	anyone.	
He	never	played	up	to	the	rich	people	in	the	congregation.	He	didn’t	try	to	butter	up	anyone.	
Flattery	disarms	us—we	really	never	know	what	to	say.	When	people	criticize	me,	I	know	

what	to	say,	but	I	never	know	what	to	say	when	someone	flatters	me.	It	disarms	a	person.	In	
Twelfth-Night	Shakespeare	has	his	clown	say,	“Marry,	sir,	they	praise	me	and	make	an	ass	of	
me;	now	my	foes	tell	me	plainly	I	am	an	ass:	so	that	by	my	foes,	sir,	I	profit	in	the	knowledge	
of	myself,	and	by	my	friends	I	am	abused.”	Our	friends	are	probably	more	dangerous	at	times	
than	our	enemies!	
Paul	never	used	flattery.	There	is	a	group	of	wealthy	laymen	across	this	country	who	are	

literally	owned	by	the	people	who	flatter	them.	If	a	Christian	work	or	program	doesn’t	butter	
them	up,	they	are	not	the	least	bit	interested	in	helping	that	program	financially.	God	pity	the	
church	or	the	work	that	must	depend	on	men	who	require	flattery	and	compliments	before	
they	will	 give	 their	 support	 to	 the	work.	 I	 think	 this	 is	one	of	 the	 curses	 in	 the	Christian	
church	today.	
Paul	did	not	use	a	“cloak	of	covetousness.”	I	really	don’t	think	that	money	is	the	sin	of	the	

ministry.	I	have	never	felt	that	money	was	a	great	temptation	for	the	men	whom	I	know	in	
the	ministry.	But	the	cloak	of	covetousness	is	a	cloak	of	many	colors.	There	are	men	who	
covet	honor	and	fame	and	position.	We	need	to	search	our	hearts	in	order	to	uncover	any	
covetousness	there.	
Many	colleges	have	attempted	to	buy	men	by	giving	them	honorary	doctoral	degrees.	They	

have	been	given	out	by	the	score.	The	college	then	hopes	for	a	donation	or	some	other	type	
of	support.	That	is	one	reason	it	would	be	well	if	all	doctoral	degrees	had	to	be	earned.	



Nor	of	men	sought	we	glory,	neither	of	you,	nor	yet	of	others,	when	we	might	have	been	
burdensome,	as	the	apostles	of	Christ	[1	Thess.	2:6].	

Paul	never	sought	position	or	honors.	He	never	received	any	honorary	degrees.	He	had	pure	
motives.	



The	Mother	Side	of	the	Apostle’s	Ministry	(Comfort)	
But	we	were	gentle	among	you,	even	as	a	nurse	cherisheth	her	children	[1	Thess.	2:7].	

The	word	nurse	here	means	“a	nursing	mother,”	like	a	mother	bird.	This	is	Paul’s	positive	
expression	of	his	relationship	to	the	Thessalonians:	“I’ve	been	a	nursing	mother,	a	mother	
bird	to	you.”	Oh,	the	gentleness	of	Paul!	He	was	as	tender	as	a	woman	in	his	dealings	with	the	
church	at	Thessalonica.	
The	Lord	Jesus	said	of	Jerusalem:	“O	Jerusalem,	Jerusalem,	thou	that	killest	the	prophets,	

and	stonest	them	which	are	sent	unto	thee,	how	often	would	I	have	gathered	thy	children	
together,	even	as	a	hen	gathereth	her	chickens	under	her	wings,	and	ye	would	not!”	(Matt.	
23:37).	 Jesus	 identifies	 Himself	 in	 many	 ways	 in	 Scripture.	 He	 calls	 Himself	 the	 Good	
Shepherd	who	gave	His	life	for	the	sheep.	He	protects	His	sheep,	and	someday	He	is	going	to	
gather	them	all	into	a	fold	where	they	will	be	safe	with	Him.	Then	He	also	uses	this	idea	of	
the	mother	hen	with	her	little	chicks.	
I	was	raised	in	the	country,	and	I	remember	that	in	the	spring	of	the	year	we	would	put	an	

old	setting	hen	on	some	eggs.	Soon	she	had	a	little	flock	of	chicks.	She	would	go	all	around	
the	yard	clucking.	We	didn’t	have	a	special	chicken	yard	because	we	lived	on	a	great	big	place	
by	a	cotton	gin,	and	these	chickens	would	roam	over	an	area	about	a	quarter	mile	square.	
When	the	rain	would	come,	the	mother	hen	would	cluck,	cluck,	cluck,	calling	her	chicks	to	
the	hen	house.	Sometimes	they	wouldn’t	quite	make	it;	so	the	mother	hen	would	get	all	those	
little	 chicks	 under	 her,	 and	 she	would	 cover	 them	with	 her	 feathers.	 The	 rain	would	 be	
running	down	off	her,	but	all	the	little	ones	were	safe	under	her	wings.	How	many	times	the	
Lord	Jesus	says	to	us,	“Just	come	in	under	My	wings.”	
Paul	was	that	kind	of	minister.	He	loved	the	Thessalonians	with	a	mother’s	love.	They	were	

dear	to	him.	There	are	still	ministers	like	that	today.	Maybe	they	aren’t	all	great	expositors,	
but	they	believe	the	Word	of	God	and	preach	it.	Such	godly	and	experienced	pastors	are	able	
to	counsel	people	who	are	in	need	of	help.	You	don’t	need	to	be	afraid	to	sit	down	and	open	
your	heart	to	such	a	man	and	let	him	help	you.	

So	being	affectionately	desirous	of	you,	we	were	willing	to	have	imparted	unto	you,	
not	the	gospel	of	God	only,	but	also	our	own	souls,	because	ye	were	dear	unto	us	[1	
Thess.	2:8].	

Dear	is	“beloved.”	Paul	had	a	genuine	love	for	the	Thessalonian	believers,	and	he	was	willing	
literally	to	give	his	life	for	them.	

For	 ye	 remember,	 brethren,	 our	 labour	 and	 travail:	 for	 labouring	 night	 and	 day,	
because	we	would	not	be	chargeable	unto	any	of	you,	we	preached	unto	you	the	gospel	
of	God	[1	Thess.	2:9].	

“Travail	…	 labouring	 night	 and	 day”—that’s	 a	 mother’s	 work.	 We	 are	 familiar	 with	 the	
expression:	“Man’s	work	 is	 from	sun	to	sun,	but	a	woman’s	work	[or	a	mother’s	work]	 is	
never	done.”	A	mother	is	not	a	paid	nurse.	Paul	is	saying	that	he	wasn’t	a	paid	nurse	who	
worked	by	the	hour.	He	wasn’t	a	hired	baby-sitter.	He	did	not	belong	to	a	union.	



Have	you	ever	heard	of	a	mothers’	union	which	insisted	a	mother	would	work	only	for	
eight	hours	of	the	day?	Have	you	known	any	mothers	who	punch	the	clock	and	then	turn	
away	from	their	crying	babies	because	they	refuse	to	work	anymore?	Maybe	some	mothers	
will	work	out	some	kind	of	union	agreement	like	that,	but	I	don’t	think	real	mothers	would	
want	it.	Mothers	work	a	little	differently—night	and	day.	
In	New	England	there	were	two	girls	who	worked	together	in	the	cotton	mills.	One	of	them	

quit	working,	and	they	didn’t	see	each	other	for	several	years.	They	met	on	the	street	one	
day,	and	the	girl	from	the	mill	said,	“What	are	you	doing	now?	Are	you	still	working?”	The	
other	one	replied,	“No,	I’m	not	working—I’m	married.	I	not	only	have	a	husband,	but	I	also	
have	a	little	boy.	I	get	up	at	three	in	the	morning	to	feed	the	baby.	Then	I	get	up	early	to	fix	
breakfast	and	make	a	lunch	for	my	husband.	I	take	care	of	the	baby	through	the	day,	and	then	
I	prepare	dinner	for	my	husband.”	The	first	girl	exclaimed,	“I	remember	when	you	worked	
at	the	mill	how	you	used	to	watch	the	clock.	When	that	five	o’clock	whistle	blew,	you	were	
out	of	there!”	The	young	mother	explained:	“I	don’t	watch	the	clock	anymore.	I’m	working	
longer	hours,	but	it	isn’t	really	work.”	This	girl	was	motivated	by	love,	and	it	didn’t	seem	like	
work	anymore.	
That	is	what	Paul	is	saying	here.	He	loved	these	people.	He	labored	over	them	night	and	

day	because	he	loved	them.	
A	member	of	my	church	once	asked	me	to	go	visit	someone.	He	said,	“You’re	paid	to	do	

that.”	Do	you	know	what	I	told	him?	I	said,	“You	go	to	see	him—because	you	are	not	paid	to	
do	it,	and	you	will	probably	do	a	better	job	than	I	could	do.	We	are	not	to	do	the	Lord’s	work	
on	the	basis	of	pay!”	I’m	afraid	that	put	him	in	an	awkward	position.	He	had	to	make	that	call,	
and	I	can	assure	you,	he	never	asked	that	of	me	again.	We	are	to	care	for	one	another	with	
the	tender	care	of	a	mother.	That	was	what	Paul	did.	



The	Father	Side	of	the	Apostle’s	Ministry	(Charge)	
Ye	are	witnesses,	and	God	also,	how	holily	and	justly	and	unblameably	we	behaved	
ourselves	among	you	that	believe	[1	Thess.	2:10].	

“Ye	are	witnesses”—Paul	is	speaking	of	something	which	they	know	to	be	true.	Notice	the	
way	Paul	conducted	himself	among	them.	
“Holily”—he	carefully	discharged	his	duty	to	God.	That	is	what	holy	living	is.	“Justly”—he	

also	 carefully	discharged	his	duty	 to	man.	Paul	had	a	duty	 to	God	and	a	duty	 to	man;	he	
discharged	both	of	them.	
I	hear	so	many	people	talk	about	being	“dedicated	Christians.”	If	you	hope	to	be	a	dedicated	

Christian,	you	must	live	a	holy	life	before	God.	Watch	God,	and	don’t	watch	the	clock.	Don’t	
work	only	when	the	boss	 is	around.	You	should	work	all	 the	time,	because	God	is	always	
around.	Going	down	front	 in	a	church	service,	shedding	a	 few	tears,	and	having	someone	
pray	over	you	will	not	produce	a	dedicated	life.	What	does	your	boss	think	of	you?	Or	if	you	
are	 a	 student,	 what	 does	 your	 teacher	 think	 of	 you?	 If	 you	 are	 lazy,	 then	 you	 are	 not	
dedicated.	A	dedicated	life	is	a	holy	life,	lived	always	in	the	presence	of	God.	
“Unblameably.”	This	means	that	no	charge	could	be	maintained	against	the	apostle	and	his	

companions.	This	doesn’t	mean	that	his	enemies	didn’t	accuse	him—because	they	did—but	
the	charges	didn’t	stick.	
People	will	say	ugly	things	about	you,	but	the	important	thing	is	to	make	sure	the	criticisms	

are	not	true.	Paul	and	his	companions	maintained	a	holy	life.	A	holy	life	does	count.	It	has	
nothing	to	do	with	obtaining	your	salvation,	but	it	has	everything	to	do	with	the	salvation	of	
folk	around	you,	because	they	are	watching	you.	

As	ye	know	how	we	exhorted	and	comforted	and	charged	every	one	of	you,	as	a	father	
doth	his	children	[1	Thess.	2:11].	

“Exhorted.”	The	Greek	word	is	parakaleo,	which	means	that	Paul	came	to	the	side	of	them	to	
help,	to	entreat,	and	to	convict	them.	It	is	the	same	word	which	is	used	for	the	Holy	Spirit.	
You	remember	that	the	Lord	Jesus	said	He	would	send	the	Holy	Spirit	who	would	convict	the	
world	of	sin,	of	righteousness,	and	judgment	(see	John	16:7–11).	
I	have	always	felt	that	the	gospel	is	not	presented	in	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	unless	it	

is	presented	as	something	that	the	Holy	Spirit	can	use	to	convict	a	man.	That	means	that	He	
convinces	a	man	of	sin,	of	righteousness,	and	of	judgment.	Those	three	elements	are	always	
in	the	gospel	message.	
Comforted	is	not	used	here	in	the	sense	we	use	the	word	today.	We	saw	that	meaning	on	

the	mother	side	of	the	apostle’s	ministry.	Rather,	the	word	here	means	“to	persuade.”	There	
was	an	urgency	in	Paul’s	message	to	the	Thessalonians.	He	often	said,	“I	beseech	you”—I	beg	
you.	That	is	the	way	the	gospel	should	be	presented	even	today.	
Paul	“charged”	them.	This	has	a	note	of	severity	in	it—it	involves	discipline.	It	is	a	virile	

word,	a	robust,	firm,	masculine	word.	I’m	afraid	that	we	find	a	lot	of	sissy	preaching	in	our	
pulpits	 today.	The	popular	 thing	 is	 to	have	a	 little	 sermonette	given	by	a	preacherette	 to	
Christianettes.	There	is	so	little	urgency.	Someone	has	defined	the	average	church	service	in	



a	liberal	church	as	when	a	mild-mannered	man	gets	up	before	a	group	of	mild-mannered	
people	and	urges	them	to	be	more	mild-mannered.	Oh,	that	is	sickening,	my	friend!	
My	wife	says	that	I	indulge	my	flesh	at	Eastertime	because	I	just	have	to	laugh	when	I	look	

through	 the	 paper	 and	 see	 what	 the	 liberal	 preachers	 are	 going	 to	 preach	 for	 the	
Resurrection.	They	have	a	problem	with	that.	And	I	enjoy	their	discomfort!	One	preacher’s	
subject	was	given	as	“Easter	Is	a	Time	of	Flowers.”	Oh	boy,	don’t	you	imagine	that	was	a	virile,	
robust	 sermon?	No	wonder	 there	 are	 so	many	 sick	 saints	when	 they	 are	 being	 fed	 such	
watered	down	soup.	A	great	Methodist	evangelist	 in	 the	South	once	said,	 “Some	sermons	
don’t	have	enough	gospel	in	them	to	make	soup	for	a	sick	grasshopper.”	In	contrast,	what	a	
glorious	thing	the	ministry	of	the	apostle	Paul	was!	

That	ye	would	walk	worthy	of	God,	who	hath	called	you	unto	his	kingdom	and	glory	[1	
Thess.	2:12].	

“Walk	worthy.”	This	is	what	Paul	also	wrote	to	the	Ephesians:	“I	therefore,	the	prisoner	of	
the	Lord,	beseech	you	that	ye	walk	worthy	of	the	vocation	wherewith	ye	are	called”	(Eph.	
4:1).	
God	has	called	the	saints	unto	“his	kingdom,”	which	refers	to	the	millennial	kingdom,	and	

unto	“glory,”	which	refers	to	the	eternal	kingdom.	In	other	words,	get	a	perspective	of	God’s	
great	plan	and	purpose.	Live	in	the	light	of	eternity.	

For	this	cause	also	thank	we	God	without	ceasing,	because,	when	ye	received	the	word	
of	God	which	ye	heard	of	us,	ye	received	it	not	as	the	word	of	men,	but	as	it	is	in	truth,	
the	word	of	God,	which	effectually	worketh	also	in	you	that	believe	[1	Thess.	2:13].	

Now	here	is	the	other	side	of	the	giving	of	the	gospel.	Paul	has	already	said,	“For	our	gospel	
came	not	unto	you	in	word	only,	but	also	in	power,	and	in	the	Holy	Ghost	…”	(1	Thess.	1:5).	
That	 is	 the	way	 the	 gospel	 should	 be	given	 out.	 But	 I	 hear	 a	 great	many	people	 criticize	
preachers,	and	I	want	to	say	this:	If	a	man	is	presenting	the	gospel	and	it	is	going	out	in	power,	
it	should	also	be	received	as	the	Word	of	God.	
How	do	you	receive	the	Word	of	God?	Do	you	receive	it	as	the	Word	of	God?	Or	do	you	get	

angry?	Does	the	hair	stand	up	on	the	back	of	your	neck?	Twice	in	all	my	years	of	ministry	I	
was	approached	by	a	man	after	a	sermon	and	asked	if	I	had	him	in	mind	when	I	preached	the	
sermon	that	morning.	My	friend,	I	didn’t	even	know	those	men	were	there!	They	were	giving	
themselves	an	added	sense	of	importance	that	wasn’t	justified.	But	the	real	issue	is	that	they	
weren’t	receiving	the	Word	of	God	as	the	Word	of	God.	
The	Word	should	go	out	as	the	Word	of	God,	and	it	should	be	received	as	the	Word	of	God.	

And,	my	friend,	if	you	will	receive	it	that	way,	then	it	will	be	able	to	work	in	you,	and	there’s	
blessing	there	for	you.	Otherwise,	you	are	wasting	your	time	in	church.	
We	have	seen	how	Paul	has	been	giving	out	 the	Word	of	God.	 It	 irritated	some	people	

because	God’s	Word	is	salt,	and	salt	stings	when	it	gets	into	a	fresh	wound	of	sin	in	the	life	of	
an	individual.	The	Word	of	God	is	also	a	light,	but	there	are	a	lot	of	people	who	love	darkness	
because	their	deeds	are	evil.	
Paul	 is	 teaching	 in	 this	chapter	 that	 the	church	of	God	should	mirror	 the	 family	of	God	

down	here	on	earth.	He	talks	about	a	mother	relationship	to	believers,	a	father	relationship,	



and	now	a	brother	relationship.	Sometimes	people	say,	“Our	church	is	a	family	church.”	What	
they	mean	is	that	there	is	a	nursery	for	the	little	baby,	a	junior	church	for	all	the	little	children	
of	junior	age,	a	teenage	group,	a	couples’	group	for	dad	and	mom,	and	finally	a	senior	citizens’	
group	for	grandma	and	grandpa.	That	is	what	folk	call	a	“family	church.”	I	am	not	sure	Paul	
would	ever	have	divided	up	the	church	like	that,	and	this	is	not	what	we	mean	when	we	say	
the	church	should	mirror	the	family	of	God.	
The	church	should	be	a	revelation	of	God	to	the	community	just	as	a	family	should	be.	The	

relationships	of	husband,	wife,	and	child	in	the	home	should	reveal	the	threefold	aspect	of	
the	love	of	God	and	Christ	for	the	world.	Paul	has	already	spoken	of	the	mother	side	of	the	
local	church.	He	was	willing	to	work	day	and	night	to	nurture	them	as	a	little	bird	is	nurtured	
by	its	mother.	He	didn’t	work	an	eight-hour	day,	but	he	was	on	the	job	for	them	all	the	time.	
Then	Paul	says	he	was	like	a	father	to	that	church.	A	child	in	a	home	needs	to	experience	

both	mother-love	and	father-love.	It	is	a	tragedy	for	children	in	our	day	when	the	parents	are	
separated	or	divorced.	The	child	very	often	fails	to	receive	the	love	of	the	father.	That	father-
love	is	expressed	in	discipline.	Paul	says	he	was	like	a	father	to	the	Thessalonian	church.	
There	are	some	very	fine	Bible	teachers	who	never	preach	anything	but	comfort.	They	are	

always	comforting	the	saints.	People	love	it,	because	everyone	likes	to	be	comforted.	I	like	to	
have	my	back	rubbed	and	my	head	also.	That	is	physically	comforting,	and	it	is	a	joy.	But	we	
are	not	to	have	comfort	alone;	we	also	need	discipline.	I’m	afraid	that	the	father-side,	the	
discipline-side,	 is	woefully	 lacking,	not	only	 in	our	homes	and	in	the	state,	but	also	in	the	
church.	



The	Brother	Side	of	the	Apostle’s	Ministry	(Challenge)	
Now	the	brother-side	of	 the	ministry	within	the	church	 is	represented	by	the	child	 in	the	
family.	

For	ye,	brethren,	became	followers	of	the	churches	of	God	which	in	Judaea	are	in	Christ	
Jesus:	for	ye	also	have	suffered	like	things	of	your	own	countrymen,	even	as	they	have	
of	the	Jews	[1	Thess.	2:14].	

“Brethren”—that	is,	brothers.	What	is	it	that	makes	men	brothers?	There	are	two	things	that	
make	brothers.	Regardless	of	race	or	color,	it	is	true	that	we	have	all	sinned	and	come	short	
of	the	glory	of	God.	No	one	escapes	that	category.	This	is	the	brotherhood	of	sinners.	Since	it	
is	 a	 brotherhood	 of	 sinners,	 it	 is	 not	 a	 loving	 brotherhood.	 You	 had	 better	 watch	 your	
brother;	you	can’t	always	trust	him.	
Now	what	is	it	that	Paul	says	drew	the	Thessalonians	together	as	brothers?	“For	ye	also	

have	suffered	like	things	of	your	own	countrymen.”	The	Thessalonian	church	was	largely	a	
gentile	church,	and	they	were	already	experiencing	persecution,	although	this	was	not	yet	
the	time	of	the	great	persecutions	under	the	emperors.	They	were	suffering	in	Thessalonica.	
Paul	could	say	to	them,	“Before	you	began	suffering,	the	brethren	over	 in	Jerusalem	were	
already	suffering	at	the	hands	of	their	racial	brothers.	This	suffering	draws	you	together	and	
holds	 you	 together.”	 They	 were	 brothers	 in	 suffering;	 suffering	 is	 a	 cement	 that	 holds	
believers	together.	
The	church	is	coming	“unglued”	in	some	areas	of	the	world,	and	the	reason	for	this	is	the	

same	thing	that	was	said	of	Israel	in	Deuteronomy	32:15:	“Jeshurun	waxed	fat,	and	kicked.”	
That	is,	they	entered	a	period	of	affluence,	and	they	became	critical.	The	church	in	America	
lives	in	affluence.	But,	frankly,	I	think	that	persecution	may	be	just	around	the	corner.	
There	are	many	in	the	church	who	are	praying	for	revival.	I	know	of	a	number	of	prayer	

groups	which	meet	regularly	to	pray	for	revival.	I	have	never	heard	of	them	praying	that	they	
might	all	suffer	or	be	persecuted	in	order	to	bring	in	revival.	I	do	not	think	that	revival	will	
come	to	this	country	under	the	present	state	of	conditions.	Right	now	there	is	a	renewed	
interest	 in	 the	Word	of	God,	 and	 some	 call	 it	 revival.	However,	 I	 don’t	 call	 this	 revival.	 I	
believe	that	if	revival	came	to	the	church,	we	would	all	know	it.	No	one	would	need	to	ask,	
“Do	you	think	this	is	revival?”	
But	I	do	believe	that	if	suffering	came	to	the	church,	it	would	draw	believers	together.	We	

would	cut	out	all	this	nonsense	of	picking	at	the	other	fellow.	We	would	recognize	that	every	
child	of	God	is	our	brother.	There	may	be	some	disagreement	on	various	points,	but	every	
believer	in	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	is	my	brother.	We	are	in	the	family	of	God,	and	we	should	
mirror	 this	before	 the	world.	When	 the	church	really	mirrors	 this	before	 the	world,	 then	
revival	will	come.	
We	try	to	make	a	detour	and	a	shortcut	to	revival	by	praying	for	it.	Why	don’t	we	pray	the	

conditions	that	produce	revival?	It	was	man’s	extremity	that	brought	revival	at	times	in	the	
past.	The	great	Wesleyan	movement	came	out	of	the	dark	days	in	England	when	they	were	
on	the	verge	of	a	revolution.	It	seems	it	takes	such	conditions	for	revival	to	occur.	Maybe	we	
are	not	far	from	that	in	our	country	today.	



Who	both	killed	the	Lord	Jesus,	and	their	own	prophets,	and	have	persecuted	us;	and	
they	please	not	God,	and	are	contrary	to	all	men:	

Forbidding	us	to	speak	to	the	Gentiles	that	they	might	be	saved,	to	fill	up	their	sins	
alway:	for	the	wrath	is	come	upon	them	to	the	uttermost	[1	Thess.	2:15–16].	

This	 I	 consider	 to	be	a	 remarkable	passage	of	 Scripture.	 It	 reveals	 a	 great	principle:	God	
permits	sin	to	run	its	full	course.	The	figure	of	speech	which	the	prophets	used	was	that	the	
cup	of	iniquity	must	be	filled	up.	God	is	permitting	the	cup	to	be	filled.	God	won’t	check	it	so	
that	Satan	will	never	be	able	to	say,	“See,	I	never	was	given	a	chance	because	God	wouldn’t	
permit	me	to	go	all	the	way.”	I	think	the	time	of	the	Great	Tribulation	is	the	time	when	God	
will	allow	Satan	full	rein.	



Reward	of	a	True	Witness	for	Christ	
But	we,	 brethren,	 being	 taken	 from	you	 for	 a	 short	 time	 in	presence,	 not	 in	heart,	
endeavoured	the	more	abundantly	to	see	your	face	with	great	desire	[1	Thess.	2:17].	

“Brethren”—again,	this	is	the	real	brotherhood.	This	is	the	real	ecumenical	movement.	When	
a	person	is	in	Christ	Jesus,	he	is	a	brother	to	all	others	who	are	in	Christ.	Outside	of	Christ	
there	is	only	the	brotherhood	of	sinners.	
“Being	taken	from	you	for	a	short	time	in	presence,	not	in	heart.”	Isn’t	this	lovely	of	the	

apostle	Paul?	He	was	actually	run	out	of	Thessalonica,	but	his	heart	was	still	there.	He	hated	
to	leave	these	Christians	and	wanted	to	be	able	to	see	them	again.	By	the	way,	he	did.	

Wherefore	we	would	 have	 come	 unto	 you,	 even	 I	 Paul,	 once	 and	 again;	 but	 Satan	
hindered	us	[1	Thess.	2:18].	

Paul	had	spiritual	discernment	to	see	that	it	was	Satan’s	strategy	that	kept	him	from	going	
to	Thessalonica.	The	word	Satan	actually	means	“adversary.”	
I	believe	that	today	Satan	seeks	to	hinder	any	program	of	getting	out	the	Word	of	God.	We	

have	seen	several	instances	of	this.	Many	times	my	Bible	teaching	program	has	been	on	a	
radio	station	by	which	we	were	reaching	an	entire	area,	and	things	were	going	so	nicely.	
Then	a	godless	man	would	buy	the	station,	and	he	would	take	all	religious	programs	off	the	
air.	That	is	the	work	of	the	enemy,	the	adversary.	He	doesn’t	want	the	Word	of	God	to	be	
given	out.	

For	what	is	our	hope,	or	joy,	or	crown	of	rejoicing?	Are	not	even	ye	in	the	presence	of	
our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	at	his	coming?	

For	ye	are	our	glory	and	joy	[1	Thess.	2:19–20].	

Paul	says	that	one	of	the	great	things	he	anticipates	when	Christ	comes	to	take	His	church	
will	be	the	opportunity	to	see	these	people	whom	he	has	led	to	the	Lord.	The	Thessalonian	
believers	whom	he	had	won	to	Christ	were	a	joy	for	him	here	and	would	be	hereafter.	
By	the	way,	is	anyone	going	to	be	in	heaven	who	will	come	up	to	you	and	thank	you	for	

having	a	part	in	giving	out	the	Word	of	God?	Have	you	given	your	support	to	missions?	If	you	
have,	someone	you	have	never	known,	someone	from	the	other	side	of	the	earth,	may	come	
up	to	you	and	thank	you	for	your	support	of	missions.	He	will	thank	you	for	being	interested	
in	getting	out	the	Word	of	God	because	the	Word	reached	him	and	enabled	him	to	be	saved.	
That,	my	 friend,	 is	going	 to	be	part	of	 the	reward	 that	we	will	get	 in	heaven.	We	need	 to	
recognize	that.	It	is	a	wonderful	hope	to	look	forward	to	the	time	when	Christ	Jesus	takes	the	
church	out	of	this	world.	It	is	even	more	joyous	to	know	that	someone	who	trusted	Christ	
because	of	your	witness	will	go	along	with	you	to	meet	the	Lord!	
		



		

Chapter	3	
Theme:	The	coming	of	Christ	is	a	purifying	hope	

The	 great	 theme	 of	 1	 Thessalonians	 is	 the	 rapture	 of	 the	 church.	 The	 great	 theme	 of	 2	
Thessalonians	 is	 the	 revelation	of	Christ;	 that	 is,	His	 coming	 to	 the	earth	 to	establish	His	
kingdom.	The	thing	that	impresses	me	is	the	practicality	of	these	doctrines	which	Paul	taught	
to	 the	 Thessalonians.	 Today	 the	 schools	 of	 eschatology,	 or	 prophecy,	 have	 gotten	 this	
teaching	way	out	 into	 left	 field	where	 it	becomes	sort	of	an	extraneous	 thing.	 It	becomes	
something	that	is	nice	to	talk	about	and	even	to	argue	about,	but	it	is	not	too	meaningful	to	
life.	They	do	not	teach	it	as	something	that	must	be	geared	into	life	and	that	can	walk	in	shoe	
leather	down	here.	Paul’s	teaching	is	entirely	different.	
The	theme	of	this	chapter	is	that	the	coming	of	Christ	is	a	purifying	hope.	It	will	change	

your	life,	affect	your	life-style,	if	you	hold	to	the	hope	of	the	rapture	of	the	church;	that	is,	the	
imminent	coming	of	Christ	for	His	own.	If	that	doesn’t	affect	your	life,	you	don’t	really	believe	
it.	It	is	just	sort	of	a	theory	or	a	philosophy	with	you.	This	theme	becomes	the	very	heart	of	
the	epistle,	and	we	will	be	dealing	with	it	from	chapter	3	through	verse	12	of	chapter	4.	



Timothy	Brings	a	Good	Report	of	the	Thessalonians	
Wherefore	when	we	could	no	longer	forbear,	we	thought	it	good	to	be	left	at	Athens	
alone	[1	Thess.	3:1].	

Paul	longs	to	return	to	the	Thessalonians	but	remains	back	at	Athens	alone	so	that	he	could	
send	Timothy,	and	perhaps	Silas,	Dr.	Luke,	and	others	to	Thessalonica.	
Wherefore—this	important	word	ties	this	chapter	back	in	with	what	Paul	had	talked	about	

in	 the	 previous	 chapter:	 the	 family	 relationship	 that	 exists	 in	 the	 church.	He	 had	 been	 a	
mother	to	the	church,	a	father	to	them,	and	a	brother.	He	had	led	them	to	the	Lord,	and	he	
loved	them.	He	said	that	they	would	be	his	glory	and	his	joy	at	the	coming	(parousia)	of	Christ,	
at	the	appearance	of	the	Lord	Jesus	when	all	believers	will	receive	their	rewards.	
Now	because	Paul	had	a	real	affection	 for	 them,	he	was	 frustrated	 in	not	being	able	 to	

return	to	them.	He	had	been	hindered	by	Satan.	Paul	had	to	leave	Thessalonica	so	quickly	
that	 there	 were	 many	 unfinished	 teachings	 and	 doctrines	 that	 he	 had	 not	 been	 able	 to	
develop	fully.	He	not	only	longed	to	return,	but	he	wondered	about	the	future	of	the	believers	
there.	 Paul	 desired	 to	 comfort	 them.	 In	 other	words,	 he	was	demonstrating	 the	 thing	 he	
mentioned	at	the	beginning	of	the	letter—a	labor	of	love.	
Love	 is	not	affection	or	 just	a	nice,	 comfortable,	warm	 feeling	around	your	heart.	Love	

seeks	 the	 welfare	 of	 another.	 That	 is	 the	 way	 love	 is	 expressed	 for	 anyone.	 If	 you	 love	
someone,	 you	 seek	 his	 welfare	 and	 you	 actually	would	 jeopardize	 your	 own	 life	 for	 the	
person	whom	you	love.	

And	sent	Timotheus,	our	brother,	and	minister	of	God,	and	our	fellow-labourer	in	the	
gospel	of	Christ,	to	establish	you,	and	to	comfort	you	concerning	your	faith	[1	Thess.	
3:2].	

Because	of	his	concern,	Paul	sent	Timothy	back	to	the	Thessalonians.	He	calls	Timothy	“our	
brother,	and	minister	of	God.”	The	word	for	“minister”	is	the	Greek	diakonos	from	which	we	
get	our	English	word	deacon;	it	literally	means	“servant.”	
“Our	fellow-labourer	in	the	gospel	of	Christ.”	The	gospel	of	Christ	is	the	sphere	of	service.	

Paul	was	not	just	a	do-gooder.	Sometimes	fundamentalists	are	criticized	because	our	main	
objective	 is	 to	get	out	 the	Word	of	God.	We	make	 that	primary.	We	are	criticized	 for	not	
emphasizing	the	social	aspect	of	the	gospel	enough.	May	I	say	that	there	has	never	been	any	
great	social	movement	that	was	not	anchored	in	the	preaching	of	the	gospel.	The	child	labor	
laws	came	out	of	the	great	Wesley	meetings.	The	labor	movement	today	owes	a	great	deal	to	
John	Wesley	even	though	they	have	moved	so	far	from	the	source	that	they	don’t	recognize	
it.	Hospitals	have	followed	the	preaching	of	the	Word	of	God.	If	people	will	respond	to	the	
message	of	the	gospel	of	Christ,	their	lives	will	be	transformed,	and	then	these	good	works	
will	flow	out	of	that	change.	
We	are	moving	more	and	more	into	a	welfare	program	in	our	country.	This	has	become	

one	of	the	most	corrupt	things	that	has	ever	taken	place	in	our	government.	I	don’t	think	any	
of	 us	 can	 grasp	 the	 corruption	 that	 is	 connected	with	 this	 vast	 program.	Why	 does	 that	
happen?	Because	it	is	not	anchored	in	the	gospel	of	Christ.	



The	liberals	who	do	the	criticizing	of	us	act	as	if	they	are	the	do-gooders.	Have	you	ever	
known	a	do-gooder	who	 really	did	 something	 good?	What	are	 they	doing?	They	 actually	
encourage	 immorality	 and	 license.	 They	 haven’t	 lifted	 up	mankind.	 They	 are	 not	 able	 to	
release	 the	 kids	 from	 drugs.	 In	 fact,	 when	 I	 was	 in	 Portland,	 Oregon,	 one	 of	 the	 liberal	
churches	there	was	using	the	church	as	a	place	to	dispense	birth	control	pills	to	the	girls	who	
wanted	them!	
Paul	 says	 that	Timothy	was	a	 servant	 and	 that	his	 sphere	of	 service	was	 the	gospel	of	

Christ.	That	is	to	be	our	sphere	also.	And	when	the	gospel	of	Christ	is	given	out,	my	friend,	
there	will	be	a	whole	lot	of	doing	good	that	will	take	place.	The	only	criticism	I’ve	ever	had	
of	 the	 do-gooders	 is	 that	 their	 doing	 good	 is	merely	 temporary	 assistance.	 They	 are	 not	
helping	folk	permanently	by	bringing	them	into	a	right	relationship	with	God.	Only	the	gospel	
of	Christ	can	do	that.	
“To	establish	you	…	concerning	your	faith.”	This	same	wonderful	word	was	used	back	in	

the	Book	of	Exodus	when	Moses	went	up	to	the	mountain	to	hold	up	his	hands	in	prayer	to	
assure	Israel’s	victory:	“But	Moses’	hands	were	heavy;	and	they	took	a	stone,	and	put	it	under	
him,	and	he	sat	thereon;	and	Aaron	and	Hur	stayed	up	his	hands,	the	one	on	the	one	side,	and	
the	other	on	the	other	side;	and	his	hands	were	steady	until	the	going	down	of	the	sun”	(Exod.	
17:12,	italics	mine).	“Stayed	up”	is	the	same	word	as	“establish.”	Paul	sent	Timothy	over	to	
them	to	stay	them	up,	to	hold	them	up,	to	establish	them.	People	still	need	the	same	thing	
today.	They	need	to	be	established	in	the	faith.	
“To	comfort	you	concerning	your	faith.”	Comfort	means	“to	encourage.”	He	sent	Timothy	

to	hold	the	Thessalonians	up	and	to	encourage	them	in	the	faith.	

That	no	man	should	be	moved	by	these	afflictions:	for	yourselves	know	that	we	are	
appointed	thereunto	[1	Thess.	3:3].	

Here	is	a	statement	that	is	a	little	hard	for	any	of	us	to	swallow.	He	says	that	“no	man	should	
be	moved,”	which	means	he	should	not	be	disturbed,	“by	these	afflictions.”	Afflictions	here	
means	“pressures,	tensions.”	
Then	Paul	makes	the	amazing	statement	that	“we	are	appointed	thereunto.”	We	know	that	

we	are	going	to	go	through	storms.	They	will	be	temporary	storms,	but	we	cannot	escape	
them.	We	are	going	to	have	trouble	down	here.	The	Word	of	God	makes	that	very	clear.	Paul	
wants	the	Thessalonians	to	stand	for	the	Lord	in	the	midst	of	afflictions.	
There	are	other	passages	of	Scripture	which	teach	this	same	truth.	The	Lord	Jesus	said,	

“These	things	I	have	spoken	unto	you,	that	in	me	ye	might	have	peace.	In	the	world	ye	shall	
have	tribulation:	but	be	of	good	cheer;	I	have	overcome	the	world”	(John	16:33).	Tribulation	
is	the	trouble	that	all	of	us	are	going	to	have.	There	is	no	way	around	it.	Yet	the	Lord	Himself	
tells	us	to	be	of	good	cheer	even	in	the	midst	of	trouble.	
If	you	are	a	believer,	you	are	not	going	to	escape	trouble.	To	accept	Christ	does	not	mean	

to	take	out	an	insurance	policy	against	suffering.	The	fact	of	the	matter	is	that	you	will	have	
trouble	after	you	become	a	child	of	God,	even	if	you	haven’t	had	any	trouble	before.	He	has	
never	promised	that	we	would	miss	the	storm,	but	we	will	go	through	all	the	storms	of	life.	
What	He	does	say	very	definitely	and	dogmatically	 is	 that	He	will	go	with	us	through	the	
storms	and	that	we	will	reach	the	harbor.	Any	boat	which	He	is	in	will	not	go	to	the	bottom	



of	the	Sea	of	Galilee	but	will	reach	the	other	side.	You	and	I	are	in	the	process	of	going	to	the	
other	side.	
Paul	reinforces	this:	“Yea,	and	all	that	will	live	godly	in	Christ	Jesus	shall	suffer	persecution”	

(2	Tim.	3:12,	italics	mine).	There	are	no	“ifs,”	“ands,”	or	“buts”	about	it	(see	1	Pet.	4:12–19).	
The	time	to	be	concerned	is	when	there	is	no	cloud	in	the	sky,	no	ripple	on	the	sea,	and	

everything	 is	 smooth	 and	 nice.	 Then	 you	 might	 question	 your	 salvation.	 But	 if	 you	 are	
experiencing	trouble	down	here,	if	the	pressures	and	tensions	of	life	are	on	you,	then	that	is	
a	sign	that	you	are	a	child	of	God.	This	is	the	way	God	teaches	us	to	rely	on	Him.	

For	 verily,	 when	 we	 were	 with	 you,	 we	 told	 you	 before	 that	 we	 should	 suffer	
tribulation;	even	as	it	came	to	pass,	and	ye	know	[1	Thess.	3:4].	

I	remember	hearing	about	a	congregation	in	Memphis,	Tennessee,	where	the	pastor	asked	
for	some	favorite	verses	of	Scripture.	One	man	got	up	and	said	his	favorite	verse	was,	“And	
it	came	to	pass.”	He	sat	down,	and	everyone	looked	puzzled.	The	pastor	asked	him	how	in	
the	world	that	could	be	his	favorite	passage.	He	answered,	“When	I	get	in	trouble,	I	turn	to	
where	it	says,	‘It	came	to	pass,’	and	I	know	my	troubles	came	to	pass.	They	didn’t	come	to	
stay.”	God	will	bring	us	through	the	storms.	We	will	finally	be	rid	of	all	our	troubles.	How	
wonderful	 that	 is.	 Our	 brother	 may	 have	 misapplied	 the	 verse,	 but	 his	 theology	 was	
absolutely	accurate	and	agrees	with	what	Paul	is	saying	here.	
Tribulation	is	the	same	word	as	affliction.	This	does	not	refer	to	the	Great	Tribulation.	It	

refers	to	the	“little	tribulations.”	We	are	all	going	to	have	a	 little	trouble	down	here.	Such	
troubles	are	for	the	purpose	of	bringing	us	closer	to	God.	They	promote	sanctification	in	the	
life	of	the	believer.	

For	this	cause,	when	I	could	no	longer	forbear,	I	sent	to	know	your	faith,	lest	by	some	
means	the	tempter	have	tempted	you,	and	our	labour	be	in	vain	[1	Thess.	3:5].	

“The	tempter”	is	none	other	than	Satan.	In	chapter	2	Paul	said,	“Satan	hindered	us.”	In	other	
words,	Paul	is	saying	to	the	Thessalonians,	“Satan	is	giving	me	a	bad	time,	and	I	fear	he	may	
be	giving	you	a	bad	time	also.”	
Another	purpose	of	afflictions	is	to	test	the	genuineness	of	our	belief.	Trouble	is	the	acid	

that	tests	the	genuineness	of	the	coin	of	belief.	There	are	true	believers	and	there	are	a	lot	of	
counterfeit	ones.	One	thing	that	will	really	reveal	the	genuineness	of	faith	is	the	ability	to	
endure	trouble	through	faith	in	God.	Afflictions	reveal	the	genuine	believer,	and	this	is	the	
occasion	of	Paul’s	rejoicing.	

But	now	when	Timotheus	came	from	you	unto	us,	and	brought	us	good	tidings	of	your	
faith	and	charity,	and	that	ye	have	good	remembrance	of	us	always,	desiring	greatly	to	
see	us,	as	we	also	to	see	you	[1	Thess.	3:6].	

It	was	wonderful	when	Paul	got	word	from	them,	and	that	word	was	a	good	report.	They	
were	enduring	their	afflictions.	

Therefore,	brethren,	we	were	comforted	over	you	in	all	our	affliction	and	distress	by	
your	faith	[1	Thess.	3:7].	



“In	all	our	affliction”—Paul	tells	them	that	he	has	also	had	afflictions.	The	good	report	from	
them	is	a	comfort	to	him.	

For	now	we	live,	if	ye	stand	fast	in	the	Lord	[1	Thess.	3:8].	

“We	live”	means	that	as	believers	we	enjoy	life.	If	should	really	be	translated	“since”—“since	
ye	stand	fast	in	the	Lord.”	Even	in	trouble	you	can	enjoy	it—that’s	not	always	easy	to	do,	my	
friend.	This	 is	what	Peter	writes:	 “Beloved,	 think	 it	not	 strange	 concerning	 the	 fiery	 trial	
which	is	to	try	you,	as	though	some	strange	thing	happened	unto	you:	But	rejoice,	inasmuch	
as	ye	are	partakers	of	Christ’s	sufferings;	that,	when	his	glory	shall	be	revealed,	ye	may	be	
glad	also	with	exceeding	joy”	(1	Pet.	4:12–13).	You	cannot	lose	as	a	Christian.	Even	if	you	
have	trouble,	it	is	going	to	work	out	for	your	good—you	can	always	be	sure	of	that.	



Paul	Urges	Continuing	Growth	
For	what	thanks	can	we	render	to	God	again	for	you,	for	all	the	joy	wherewith	we	joy	
for	your	sakes	before	our	God	[1	Thess.	3:9].	

Joy	is	associated	with	life,	and	sorrow	is	associated	with	death.	However,	sorrow	increases	
the	capacity	of	the	heart	for	joy.	Paul	wants	the	Thessalonians	to	know	how	to	rejoice.	Being	
a	Christian	is	a	wonderful	thing!	

Night	and	day	praying	exceedingly	that	we	might	see	your	face,	and	might	perfect	that	
which	is	lacking	in	your	faith?	[1	Thess.	3:10].	

Paul’s	labor	in	Thessalonica	was	very	rudely	interrupted—he	was	run	out	of	town—and	he	
wanted	to	return	to	continue	his	teaching	ministry.	Paul	wanted	to	teach	the	Word	of	God.	

Now	God	himself	and	our	Father,	and	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	direct	our	way	unto	you	[1	
Thess.	3:11].	

Oh,	how	Paul	prayed	for	the	opportunity	to	return	to	them!	

And	 the	 Lord	make	 you	 to	 increase	 and	 abound	 in	 love	 one	 toward	 another,	 and	
toward	all	men,	even	as	we	do	toward	you:	

To	the	end	he	may	stablish	your	hearts	unblameable	in	holiness	before	God,	even	our	
Father,	at	the	coming	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	with	all	his	saints	[1	Thess.	3:12–13].	

“Abound	in	love.”	Abound	means	“exceed,”	and	love	is	the	Greek	agape.	In	this	epistle,	love	is	
seen	only	in	action—“labor	of	love.”	It	is	not	affection,	but	an	active	seeking	of	the	welfare	of	
another.	
“To	the	end”—love	has	a	purpose;	it	is	not	an	end	in	itself.	
“He	may	stablish	your	hearts	unblameable	in	holiness”—the	desired	end	of	their	love	for	

one	another	is	that	they	would	develop	a	character	of	holiness.	If	you	were	tried	in	court	for	
being	a	Christian,	would	there	be	enough	evidence	to	convict	you?	We	are	going	to	appear	
before	Him	someday,	and	He	is	going	to	judge	our	works.	This	may	terrify	you,	but	He	also	is	
going	 to	 judge	 our	 character	 as	 believers	 and	determine	 the	 reward	we	will	 receive.	My	
Christian	friend,	what	kind	of	a	life	are	you	living	today?	
“At	the	coming	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	with	all	his	saints.”	Most	schools	of	thought	would	

agree	that	this	verse	indicates	that	the	saints	are	going	to	come	with	Christ	when	He	comes	
to	the	earth	to	establish	His	kingdom.	But	this	verse	also	seems	to	indicate	that	He	doesn’t	
reward	them	until	that	time	when	He	comes	to	the	earth	to	establish	His	kingdom.	Yet	many	
of	us	believe	that	believers	will	come	before	the	judgment	seat	of	Christ	before	that;	that	is,	
we	 believe	 that	when	He	 takes	 the	 church	 out	 of	 the	world,	 the	world	 enters	 the	 Great	
Tribulation	 Period,	 and	 then	He	 comes	 to	 establish	His	 kingdom	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 Great	
Tribulation	 Period.	 So	 the	 question	 naturally	 arises:	 When	 is	 He	 going	 to	 present	 us	
“unblameable	in	holiness	before	God”?	Is	it	when	He	takes	the	church	out	of	the	world?	Or,	
will	it	be	at	the	time	He	comes	to	the	earth	to	establish	His	kingdom?	The	answer	depends	



upon	our	understanding	of	this	phrase,	“at	the	coming	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	with	all	his	
saints.”	
There	are	different	Greek	words	for	“coming”	or	“appearing.”	The	first	of	these	words	is	

epiphaneia;	we	get	our	word	epiphany	from	it.	The	first	coming	of	Christ	was	an	epiphany.	It	
has	the	idea	of	a	shining	through.	The	King	James	translation	uses	the	word	appeared:	“For	
the	grace	of	God	that	bringeth	salvation	hath	appeared	to	all	men”	(Titus	2:11).	The	Lord	
Jesus	came	in	person	as	a	little	Babe	in	Bethlehem	more	than	nineteen	hundred	years	ago.	It	
was	a	breaking	through,	a	shining	through	of	the	Lord.	It	was	His	epiphany.	This	word	can	
be	used	of	His	first	coming	or	His	coming	to	take	the	church	out	of	the	world	or	His	coming	
to	set	up	His	kingdom.	All	three	have	the	idea	of	a	breaking	through,	a	shining	through,	and	
the	actual	presence	of	the	Lord	Jesus.	
A	second	Greek	word	is	apokalupsis,	which	means	a	“revelation”	or	an	“unveiling.”	That	is	

actually	 the	 name	 of	 the	 Book	 of	 Revelation.	 One	 could	 hardly	 call	 His	 first	 coming	 an	
unveiling,	 because	 actually	 His	 glory	 was	 veiled	 in	 human	 flesh	 when	 He	 was	 born	 in	
Bethlehem.	It	was	like	the	shekinah	glory	in	the	tabernacle	of	the	Old	Testament	which	was	
back	in	the	Holy	of	Holies	where	only	the	high	priest	was	allowed	to	enter.	There	was	a	veil	
which	separated	the	Holy	of	Holies	from	the	rest	of	the	tabernacle.	When	the	Lord	Jesus	was	
here	the	first	time,	His	glory	did	not	show	forth;	it	was	veiled	in	human	flesh.	When	He	comes	
again,	His	glory	will	shine	forth.	So	this	is	a	word	that	refers	to	His	second	coming.	
The	third	Greek	word	is	parousia.	It	literally	means	“presence”	or	“being	alongside.”	It	is	

commonly	translated	“coming,”	but	it	actually	means	“presence.”	We	use	coming	in	that	same	
way	today.	I	have	been	introduced	to	an	audience	with	the	words,	“We	are	thankful	for	the	
coming	of	Dr.	McGee.”	I	wasn’t	coming	at	that	time:	I	was	already	there.	It	means	that	I	was	
present,	sitting	on	the	platform,	and	they	were	happy	that	I	had	come.	Sometimes	in	the	King	
James	 translation,	 parousia	 is	 translated	 as	 “presence”	 and	 sometimes	 as	 “coming.”	
“Wherefore,	my	beloved,	 as	 ye	have	always	obeyed,	not	 as	 in	my	presence	only	…”	 (Phil.	
2:12).	 In	 1	 Thessalonians	 2:19	 as	 well	 as	 in	 the	 verse	 we	 are	 considering,	 parousia	 is	
translated	“coming.”	
Therefore,	“at	the	coming	of	our	Lord	Jesus”	refers	to	the	fact	that	believers	are	going	to	

be	present	with	the	Lord	Jesus	at	the	very	moment	that	we	are	caught	up	to	meet	the	Lord	in	
the	air.	He	will	take	us	home	to	glory,	to	the	place	that	He	has	prepared	for	us.	So	that	this	
“coming”	does	not	refer	to	the	return	of	the	Lord	with	His	saints	to	establish	His	kingdom,	
but	to	our	coming	to	heaven	into	the	presence	of	the	Father.	We	have	the	same	thought	in	1	
Thessalonians	2:19:	“For	what	is	our	hope,	or	joy,	or	crown	of	rejoicing?	Are	not	even	ye	in	
the	presence	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	at	his	coming?”	We	will	come	into	the	presence	of	the	
Lord	Jesus	and	at	that	time	will	be	presented	“unblameable	in	holiness	before	God.”	
		



		

Chapter	4	
Theme:	 The	 coming	 of	 Christ	 is	 a	 purifying	 hope;	 the	 coming	 of	 Christ	 is	 a	
comforting	hope	



How	Believers	Are	to	Walk	
Furthermore	then	we	beseech	you,	brethren,	and	exhort	you	by	the	Lord	Jesus,	that	as	
ye	have	received	of	us	how	ye	ought	to	walk	and	to	please	God,	so	ye	would	abound	
more	and	more	[1	Thess.	4:1].	

This	section	teaches	how	the	believers	are	to	walk	down	here	in	light	of	the	coming	of	Christ.	
It	is	bound	up	in	that	little	word	walk,	which	we	find	in	this	verse	and	again	in	the	twelfth	
verse.	This	 is	 the	practical	 aspect	 of	 the	hope	of	 the	 coming	of	 the	Lord.	We	 like	 to	 look	
forward	to	the	day	when	we	shall	be	caught	up	to	meet	the	Lord	in	the	air.	But,	my	friend,	in	
the	meantime	our	feet	are	down	here	on	the	ground	and	we	need	to	do	some	walking.	We	
are	to	walk	in	a	way	that	will	please	God.	
“As	ye	have	received	of	us	how	ye	ought	to	walk	and	to	please	God,	so	ye	would	abound	

more	and	more.”	We	should	keep	improving.	We	should	grow	in	grace	and	in	the	knowledge	
of	Him.	The	walk	of	 the	believer	 is	 very	 important.	 It	 is	 emphasized	 in	many	portions	of	
Scripture,	and	it	is	the	emphasis	here.	A	believer	cannot	do	as	he	pleases;	he	does	as	Christ	
pleases.	

For	ye	know	what	commandments	we	gave	you	by	the	Lord	Jesus	[1	Thess.	4:2].	

In	regard	to	their	walk,	we	will	find	Paul	giving	some	commandments	to	the	Thessalonians.	
You	 will	 remember	 that	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 also	 gave	 commandments.	 Some	 of	 these	
commandments	are	new	commandments.	
Let	 me	 say	 this	 very	 carefully:	 The	 Ten	 Commandments	 have	 no	 part	 in	 a	 sinner’s	

salvation,	 nor	 are	 they	 standard	 for	 Christian	 conduct.	 The	 purpose	 of	 the	 Ten	
Commandments	is	to	take	us	by	the	hand,	as	a	pedagogue	would	take	a	little	child	by	the	
hand,	 to	 bring	 us	 to	 the	 Cross	 and	 say	 to	 us,	 “Little	 fellow,	 you	 need	 a	 Savior!”	 The	 Ten	
Commandments	 are	 like	 a	 mirror	 which	 lets	 us	 see	 that	 we	 are	 sinners.	 The	 Ten	
Commandments	were	not	given	to	save	us;	they	were	given	to	show	us	that	we	are	sinners	
and	that	we	need	a	Savior.	That	is	their	purpose.	
However,	there	are	commandments	for	believers,	and	the	standard	for	Christian	conduct	

which	they	set	is	on	a	much	higher	plane	than	the	Ten	Commandments.	In	chapter	5	we	will	
find	twenty-two	commandments	for	believers	given.	
Now	the	question	naturally	arises:	If	man	could	not	keep	the	Ten	Commandments,	how	

can	he	keep	higher	commandments?	The	Bible	makes	it	very	clear	that	man	was	not	able	to	
keep	 the	 Ten	 Commandments.	 The	 nation	 Israel	 transgressed	 these	 commandments	 as	
Simon	Peter	confessed:	“And	when	there	had	been	much	disputing,	Peter	rose	up,	and	said	
unto	them,	Men	and	brethren,	ye	know	how	that	a	good	while	ago	God	made	choice	among	
us,	that	the	Gentiles	by	my	mouth	should	hear	the	word	of	the	gospel,	and	believe….	Now	
therefore	why	tempt	ye	God,	to	put	a	yoke	upon	the	neck	of	the	disciples,	which	neither	our	
fathers	nor	we	were	able	to	bear?	But	we	believe	that	through	the	grace	of	the	Lord	Jesus	
Christ	we	shall	be	saved,	even	as	they”	(Acts	15:7,	10–11).	
Now	 if	 we	 can’t	 keep	 the	 Ten	 Commandments,	 how	 are	 we	 to	 keep	 any	 higher	

commandments	of	Christian	conduct?	Man	cannot	do	it	himself.	This	can	be	attained	only	by	
the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	who	dwells	within	the	believer	(see	v.	8).	



“For	 ye	 know	 what	 commandments	 we	 gave	 you	 by	 the	 Lord	 Jesus.”	 Paul	 has	 some	
commandments	for	believers.	We	are	not	lawless.	We	should	be	disciplined,	and	we	should	
be	in	obedience	to	Christ.	It	should	be	a	love	relationship—we	should	be	motivated	by	love—
the	Lord	Jesus	said,	“If	ye	love	me,	keep	my	commandments”	(John	14:15).	

For	 this	 is	 the	 will	 of	 God,	 even	 your	 sanctification,	 that	 ye	 should	 abstain	 from	
fornication	[1	Thess.	4:3].	

Sanctification	is	a	very	wonderful	word,	but	I	am	afraid	that	it	is	greatly	misunderstood.	If	
you	 go	 through	 the	 Scriptures,	 you	 will	 find	 that	 sanctification	 has	 several	 different	
meanings.	When	it	is	used	in	reference	to	Christ,	as	it	is	here,	it	means	that	He	has	been	made	
over	 to	us	sanctification—and	you	cannot	 improve	on	 that!	Therefore,	 it	does	not	simply	
refer	to	a	sinless	state,	but	rather	that	we	have	been	set	apart	for	God.	For	example,	Simon	
Peter	speaks	of	the	fact	that	“…	holy	men	of	God	spake	as	they	were	moved	by	the	Holy	Ghost”	
(2	Pet.	1:21).	Now	some	of	those	holy	men	have	life	stories	that	don’t	make	them	sound	very	
holy!	Moses,	for	instance,	was	a	murderer.	David,	who	wrote	so	many	wonderful	psalms,	was	
also	a	murderer.	But	they	were	sanctified,	holy,	because	they	had	been	set	aside	for	God.	
Sanctification	of	the	believer	is	a	work	of	the	Spirit	of	God.	We	need	to	review	the	threefold	

aspect	of	it,	because	this	is	so	very	important:	
Positional	sanctification	means	that	Christ	has	been	made	unto	us	sanctification.	We	are	

accepted	in	the	Beloved,	and	we	will	never	be	more	saved	than	at	the	moment	we	put	our	
trust	in	Christ.	We	are	never	accepted	because	of	who	we	are,	but	because	of	what	Christ	has	
done.	This	positional	sanctification	is	perfection	in	Christ.	
Practical	sanctification	is	the	Holy	Spirit	working	in	our	lives	to	produce	a	holiness	in	our	

walk.	This	practical	sanctification	will	never	be	perfect	so	long	as	we	are	in	these	bodies	with	
our	old	sinful	flesh.	
Total	sanctification	will	occur	in	the	future	when	we	are	conformed	to	the	image	of	Christ	

Jesus.	Then	both	the	position	and	the	practice	of	sanctification	will	be	perfect.	
The	literal	meaning	of	the	word	sanctification	is	to	be	“set	apart	for	God.”	The	moment	a	

lost	sinner	comes	to	Christ	and	accepts	Christ	as	Savior,	that	person	is	set	aside	for	God’s	use.	
This	is	clearly	taught	in	the	Old	Testament	in	the	tabernacle.	God	taught	the	Old	Testament	
believers	 great	 doctrinal	 truths	 through	 very	 simple,	 practical	 lessons.	 In	 the	 tabernacle	
there	were	vessels	and	instruments	which	were	used	in	the	sacrifices.	After	they	had	gone	
through	the	wilderness	for	forty	years,	those	pots	and	pans	and	forks	and	spoons	were	pretty	
well	 beaten	 and	 battered.	 I	 don’t	 think	 they	were	 very	 attractive.	 I	 think	 that	 any	 good	
housewife	would	 have	 said,	 “Let’s	 trade	 them	 in	 on	 a	 new	 set.	 Let’s	 throw	 these	 away.”	
However,	God	called	them	holy	vessels.	They	were	holy	because	they	were	set	aside	for	the	
use	of	God.	That	is	what	made	them	holy.	
In	 the	 same	way	 this	 applies	 to	 a	person.	When	he	 comes	 to	Christ,	 he	 is	 saved.	He	 is	

redeemed;	he	belongs	to	Christ.	Paul	says,	“This	is	the	will	of	God,	even	your	sanctification.”	
You	 have	 been	 set	 aside	 for	 a	 holy	 purpose,	 for	 God’s	 use.	 Every	 child	 of	 God—not	 just	
preachers	or	missionaries	or	Christian	workers,	but	every	believer—is	set	aside	for	the	use	
of	God.	



“That	ye	should	abstain	from	fornication.”	Don’t	think	it	was	only	the	Thessalonians	who	
needed	this	admonition	from	Paul.	Don’t	think	they	were	the	only	ones	who	engaged	in	sins,	
especially	the	sins	of	the	flesh.	Don’t	think	it	was	only	in	Roman	times	that	idolatry	involved	
sins	of	sex.	Today	we	are	seeing	the	rise	of	the	worship	of	Satan	and	the	practice	of	the	occult.	
There	 are	 all	 kinds	 of	 amulets	 and	 rituals	 connected	 with	 such	 worship.	 Also	 there	 is	
astrology	which	seeks	to	tell	people	about	themselves.	And	there	is	always	sex	involved	in	
all	of	it.	
The	great	tragedy	today	is	to	hear	of	some	Christian	worker	who	has	become	involved	in	

sexual	sin.	And,	unfortunately,	there	are	even	churches	that	will	defend	a	minister	who	has	
been	guilty	of	such.	We	are	people	who	are	supposed	to	be	set	aside	for	the	use	of	God!	Paul	
says	 that	you	cannot	be	 involved	 in	sexual	sin	and	at	 the	same	time	be	used	of	God.	One	
cannot	live	in	sin	and	be	a	preacher	or	singer	or	Sunday	school	teacher	or	an	officer	in	the	
church.	I	don’t	care	who	you	are,	if	you	do,	you	will	wreck	the	work	of	God.	
Now,	should	a	Christian	strive	for	holiness?	I	think	so.	But	you	and	I	need	to	recognize	that	

it	is	only	in	Christ	that	we	can	be	acceptable	to	God.	Paul	says	that	we	have	been	sanctified,	
brought	to	this	high	state,	set	apart	for	the	use	of	God.	Now	what?—	

That	every	one	of	you	should	know	how	to	possess	his	vessel	 in	 sanctification	and	
honour;	

Not	in	the	lust	of	concupiscence,	even	as	the	Gentiles	which	know	not	God	[1	Thess.	
4:4–5].	

All	around	these	Thessalonian	believers	were	the	pagans	who	combined	sex	and	religion.	
Sex	was	a	religion	among	the	Greeks.	You	could	go	to	Corinth	and	find	that	out,	but	you	didn’t	
have	to	go	to	Corinth—you	could	find	it	out	right	in	Thessalonica.	
Paul	says	that	we	are	to	live	a	life	that	commends	the	gospel.	The	loose	living	that	we	find	

among	some	believers	today	brings	the	gospel	into	disrepute.	Such	people	are	not	living	for	
God	or	serving	God.	You	cannot	serve	God	and	live	in	sin.	He	doesn’t	accept	that.	
“That	 every	 one	 of	 you	 should	 know	 how	 to	 possess	 his	 vessel	 in	 sanctification	 and	

honour.”	The	immorality	that	exists	in	our	day	is	absolutely	astounding.	A	very	fine	Christian	
leader	who	holds	Bible	classes	on	the	campus	of	a	college	here	in	California	told	me	that	the	
boys’	dormitory	is	Sodom	and	the	girls’	dormitory	is	Gomorrah.	These	poor	kids	know	all	
about	sex,	but	they	don’t	know	about	love.	God	says	that	the	body	should	be	saved	for	the	
marriage	relationship,	and	this	applies	to	men	and	women.	There	are	all	sorts	of	reasons	
given	for	the	fact	that	there	is	so	much	unhappiness	 in	marriage.	The	problem	is	that	the	
marriage	partners	are	not	people	who	have	been	set	apart	for	the	use	of	God	and	who	are	
faithful	to	each	other	in	a	love	relationship.	When	a	person	saves	his	body	for	marriage	and	
is	 faithful	 to	 his	 partner,	 he	 is	 possessing	 his	 vessel	 “in	 sanctification	 and	 honour.”	 Such	
should	be	the	practice	of	every	child	of	God.	Believe	me,	Paul	puts	it	on	the	line.	

That	no	man	go	beyond	and	defraud	his	brother	in	any	matter:	because	that	the	Lord	
is	the	avenger	of	all	such,	as	we	also	have	forewarned	you	and	testified	[1	Thess.	4:6].	

“That	no	man	go	beyond	and	defraud	his	brother	in	any	matter.”	You	have	to	be	honest	if	you	
are	going	to	be	a	child	of	God.	



“Because	that	the	Lord	is	the	avenger	of	all	such.”	I’ve	lived	long	enough	as	a	Christian	and	
as	a	pastor	 to	 see	 this	principle	worked	out	 in	 the	 lives	of	many	believers.	 I’ve	observed	
certain	 believers	 who	 have	 been	 dishonest	 in	 their	 dealings	 with	 others,	 and	 God	 is	 an	
avenger—He	moves	in	and	judges	them.	

For	God	hath	not	called	us	unto	uncleanness,	but	unto	holiness	[1	Thess.	4:7].	

A	child	of	God	cannot	continue	in	sin.	The	prodigal	son	may	get	in	the	pigpen	for	a	time,	but	
he	won’t	live	in	the	pigpen.	

He	therefore	that	despiseth,	despiseth	not	man,	but	God,	who	hath	also	given	unto	us	
his	holy	Spirit	[1	Thess.	4:8].	

A	child	of	God	is	indwelt	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	He	cannot	continue	to	live	in	sin	because	the	Holy	
Spirit	is	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	time	will	come	when	the	child	of	God	will	long	for	holiness	in	his	
own	life.	
The	Holy	Spirit	is	the	only	means	by	which	we	can	live	for	God.	We	see	in	Paul’s	Galatian	

epistle	that	the	child	of	God	is	not	to	indulge	in	the	sins	of	the	flesh.	Instead,	there	should	be	
the	manifestation	of	the	fruit	of	the	Spirit	in	the	life.	In	Romans	8:3,	Paul	makes	it	very	clear:	
“For	what	the	law	could	not	do….”	Why?	Is	the	Law	wrong?	No,	the	Law	is	not	wrong;	the	Ten	
Commandments	are	not	wrong.	The	problem	 is	with	man,	not	with	 the	Law.	Man	cannot	
attain	to	the	level	of	the	Ten	Commandments,	nor	can	he	live	by	the	commandments	in	the	
New	Testament.	It	is	the	Holy	Spirit	within	the	believer	who	has	been	given	to	him	to	enable	
him	to	live	a	life	for	God.	
God	has	given	the	Holy	Spirit	to	every	believer.	He	is	not	something	to	be	sought	after	a	

person	is	saved.	The	moment	a	sinner	trusts	Christ,	that	person	is	indwelt	by	the	Spirit	of	
God.	 In	 Acts	 19	we	 find	 that	 when	 Paul	 arrived	 in	 Ephesus,	 he	 found	 people	who	were	
professing	to	be	Christians,	but	he	saw	that	they	were	not	indwelt	by	the	Spirit	of	God.	He	
asked	them	whether	they	had	received	the	Holy	Spirit	when	they	were	saved.	They	told	him	
they	had	never	even	heard	about	such	things;	they	had	heard	only	of	the	baptism	of	John.	So	
Paul	preached	the	gospel	to	them,	and	then	they	were	saved	and	received	the	Holy	Spirit.	
You	receive	the	Holy	Spirit	only	when	you	are	converted	and	come	to	Christ.	At	that	point	
the	 believer	 receives	 and	 is	 baptized	with	 the	Holy	 Spirit	 and	 is	 placed	 into	 the	 body	 of	
believers	to	function	in	it.	A	person	may	have	many	infillings	of	the	Spirit	after	that,	and	I	
think	we	need	a	constant	infilling	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	It	is	only	the	indwelling	Holy	Spirit	that	
enables	us	to	lead	holy	lives.	

But	as	touching	brotherly	love	ye	need	not	that	I	write	unto	you:	for	ye	yourselves	are	
taught	of	God	to	love	one	another	[1	Thess.	4:9].	

Love	is	the	subject,	and	the	statement	he	makes	is	rather	amazing.	A	believer	must	have	love	
for	the	brethren.	It	is	a	supernatural	love	that	is	taught	of	God:	“The	fruit	of	the	Spirit	is	love.”	
It	is	not	a	theoretical	kind	of	love,	not	just	an	abstract	term.	We	have	mentioned	before	that	
it	cannot	be	just	love	in	the	abstract,	but	it	must	be	love	in	the	concrete.	Such	love	can	only	
be	produced	in	the	hearts	of	believers	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	Notice	that	after	Paul	speaks	of	the	
Holy	Spirit,	brotherly	love	is	the	first	thing	that	he	mentions.	



He	writes,	“As	touching	brotherly	love	ye	need	not	that	I	write	unto	you:	for	ye	yourselves	
are	taught	of	God	to	love	one	another.”	I	believe	that	love	is	the	identifying	mark	of	a	child	of	
God.	
My	roommate	in	college	and	I	could	wrestle,	fight,	argue,	try	to	get	dates	with	the	same	

girl,	 and	 all	 that	 sort	 of	 thing.	 One	 day	 really	 had	 a	 knock-down-drag-out	 fight.	We	 had	
literally	torn	up	the	room.	He	proceeded	to	tell	me	what	he	thought	of	me,	and	it	was	not	
very	complimentary.	Then	I	proceeded	to	tell	him	what	I	thought	of	him	and	that	wasn’t	very	
complimentary	either.	All	of	a	sudden	it	occurred	to	me,	“Look,	you	are	the	greatest	proof	
that	I	am	a	child	of	God!	One	of	the	evidences	that	a	person	is	a	child	of	God	is	that	he	loves	
his	brother.	John	emphasizes	it	and	it	is	in	1	Thessalonians	that	we	are	taught	of	God	to	love	
our	brother.	In	spite	of	the	fact	that	you	are	the	most	contemptible	person	I	have	ever	met,	
the	most	unlovely	person	I	have	ever	met,	I	love	you!”	He	looked	startled	and	began	to	laugh.	
“You	know,	I	love	you,	and	you’re	lots	worse	than	I	am!”	
This	man	is	now	a	retired	preacher,	just	as	I	am.	Once	in	awhile	we	have	an	opportunity	to	

see	one	another.	He	is	still	a	very	ornery	individual,	but	I	love	him	because	he	is	a	child	of	
God.	And	I	think	he	loves	me.	That	is	the	proof	that	we	are	the	children	of	God.	

And	indeed	ye	do	it	toward	all	the	brethren	which	are	in	all	Macedonia:	but	we	beseech	
you,	brethren,	that	ye	increase	more	and	more	[1	Thess.	4:10].	

Love	for	the	brethren	 is	an	area	 for	growth	and	development.	Very	candidly,	some	of	 the	
saints	are	not	very	lovely.	Someone	has	put	that	fact	into	this	little	jingle:	

To	dwell	above	with	saints	in	love	
Oh,	that	will	be	glory.	
But	to	stay	below	with	the	saints	I	know—	
Well,	that’s	another	story.	

These	Thessalonians	 did	 love	 the	 brethren,	 but	 evidently	 their	 love	 had	 not	 reached	 the	
summum	 bonum	 of	 life.	 They	weren’t	 perfect	 in	 their	 love,	 and	 there	was	 still	 room	 for	
improvement.	
There	are	going	to	be	some	personality	conflicts	among	the	saints.	 It	may	be	better	for	

such	 people	 not	 to	 be	 together	 too	much	 nor	 to	 put	 arms	 around	 each	 other	 and	 walk	
together.	That	doesn’t	mean	we	should	hate	them.	We	can	still	love	them	as	the	children	of	
God.	For	example,	I	know	a	minister	whose	methods	I	absolutely	despise,	but	I	can	truthfully	
say	that	I	love	him.	I	know	of	no	one	who	gets	up	and	presents	Jesus	Christ	as	wonderfully	as	
this	man	does,	and	I	love	him	for	it.	
The	real	test	is	our	love	for	the	brethren.	If	you	want	to	put	the	blue	litmus	paper	down	in	

your	life	to	test	it	and	find	out	whether	or	not	you	are	a	genuine	believer,	this	is	the	place	to	
put	it	down:	Do	you	love	the	brethren?	

And	that	ye	study	to	be	quiet,	and	to	do	your	own	business,	and	to	work	with	your	own	
hands,	as	we	commanded	you	[1	Thess.	4:11].	



“That	ye	study	to	be	quiet.”	That	is	an	interesting	commandment	for	Christians.	We	have	all	
kinds	of	schools	today	to	teach	people	to	speak.	Every	seminary	has	a	public	speaking	class.	
Perhaps	they	should	also	have	a	class	that	would	teach	their	students	to	be	quiet.	A	lot	of	
saints	need	such	a	course!	
A	lady	went	to	a	“tongues	meeting,”	and	the	leader	thought	she	was	interested	in	speaking	

in	tongues.	He	asked	her,	“Madam,	would	you	like	to	speak	in	tongues?”	She	answered,	“No,	
I	would	like	to	lose	about	forty	feet	off	the	one	I	have	now!”	We	need	to	study	to	be	quiet.	
That	is	a	commandment.	
“And	to	do	your	own	business”—that	is	another	good	commandment.	It	means	to	mind	

your	own	business.	“Tend	to	your	own	knitting”	is	the	way	I	used	to	hear	it	as	a	boy.	Keep	
your	nose	out	of	the	affairs	of	other	people.	This	is	good	advice	for	Christians.	
“And	to	work	with	your	own	hands,	as	we	commanded	you.”	I	believe	that	every	Christian	

should	have	some	type	of	activity	whereby	he	is	doing	something	that	is	tangible	for	God.	
That	would	be	a	wonderful	thing.	

That	ye	may	walk	honestly	toward	them	that	are	without,	and	that	ye	may	have	lack	
of	nothing	[1	Thess.	4:12].	

“Walk	honestly”—this	is	also	something	that	the	saints	of	God	need	to	do	today.	It	will	gain	
the	respect	and	the	confidence	of	mankind.	Our	walk	should	be	honest	before	God	and	man.	
I	have	letters	from	several	organizations	which	use	methods	to	raise	money	that	seem	very	

questionable	to	me.	Certain	organizations	have	men	out	contacting	people	who	have	become	
senile,	attempting	to	get	them	to	make	their	wills	over	to	their	organizations.	That	 is	one	
reason	you	ought	to	make	your	will	before	you	become	senile.	There	are	unscrupulous	people	
who	are	out	to	get	your	money—there	is	no	question	about	that.	A	child	of	God	cannot	do	
such	questionable	things	because	we	are	to	“walk	honestly	toward	them	that	are	without.”	
That	means	that	all	dealings	with	unbelievers	are	to	be	scrupulously	honest.	God	will	judge	
us	if	we	do	not	walk	honestly.	



The	Coming	of	Christ	Is	a	Comforting	Hope	
We	come	now	to	the	next	section	of	this	epistle,	a	section	which	has	been	labeled	one	of	

the	 most	 important	 prophetic	 passages	 in	 the	 Scriptures.	 It	 teaches	 the	 imminent	 and	
impending	 coming	 of	 Christ	 for	 His	 church.	 That	 does	 not	 mean	 the	 immediate	 or	 soon	
coming	of	Christ.	Paul	never	uses	an	expression	like	that.	He	did	not	want	people	to	assume	
it	 would	 be	 in	 their	 own	 lifetime	 or	 shortly	 afterward.	 It	 has	 been	 more	 than	 nineteen	
hundred	years	now.	But	when	we	say	that	the	coming	of	Christ	is	imminent,	we	mean	that	it	
is	approaching	or	that	it	is	the	next	event	on	the	agenda	of	God’s	program.	
Let	me	illustrate	my	point.	One	time	when	Mrs.	McGee	and	I	flew	to	Florida	on	a	new	DC-

10	from	the	Los	Angeles	International	Airport,	we	had	a	friendly	captain	who	began	to	talk	
to	us	soon	after	our	flight	had	begun:	“The	weather	is	lovely	here	in	Southern	California	as	
you	can	see.	The	weather	in	Miami,	Florida,	 is	also	very	good,	and	we	expect	it	to	be	nice	
when	we	arrive	there.	We	fly	over	Texas,	and	of	course	nobody	knows	what	the	weather	will	
be	there,	but	we	should	have	a	good	flight	today.	Our	next	stop	is	Miami.”	Now	there	was	not	
a	single	passenger	who	jumped	up,	grabbed	his	luggage,	and	rushed	for	the	door	because	the	
captain	had	said,	“Our	next	stop	is	Miami.”	That	stop	was	imminent.	In	other	words,	we	would	
not	make	any	other	stop	before	that	one.	It	would	be	five	hours	before	we	would	arrive	at	
Miami,	but	we	were	prepared	for	that	stop	because	it	was	imminent—it	was	the	next	stop.	
The	difference	between	waiting	for	the	stop	at	Miami	and	waiting	for	the	coming	of	Christ	

for	His	church	is	that	we	knew	that	Miami	was	five	hours	away.	We	don’t	know	how	far	away	
the	coming	of	Christ	is.	It	could	be	five	hours	or	five	days	or	five	weeks	or	five	months	or	five	
years	or	five	hundred	years.	We	simply	do	not	know.	Still,	it	is	imminent;	it	is	the	next	event.	
Paul	makes	it	very	clear	that	he	believed	in	the	imminent	return	of	Christ.	In	verse	15	of	

this	 chapter	he	says,	 “We	which	are	alive	and	remain	unto	 the	coming	of	 the	Lord.”	Paul	
believed	that	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	could	come	in	his	lifetime.	He	did	not	say	or	believe	that	
He	would	 come	 in	 his	 lifetime,	 but	 he	 said	 that	He	 could	 come.	 This	was	 the	 attitude	 he	
expressed	as	he	wrote	to	Titus:	“Looking	for	that	blessed	hope,	and	the	glorious	appearing	
of	the	great	God	and	our	Saviour	Jesus	Christ”	(Titus	2:13).	
There	are	those	who	accuse	Paul	of	changing	his	position	on	the	imminent	coming	of	Christ	

as	he	himself	grew	older.	Remember	that	this	epistle	to	the	Thessalonians	was	his	earliest	
letter.	Did	Paul	change	his	theology?	When	he	wrote	to	the	Philippians	he	was	an	old	man,	a	
prisoner	in	Rome,	and	he	said:	“For	our	conversation	[citizenship]	is	in	heaven;	from	whence	
also	we	look	for	the	Saviour,	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ”	(Phil.	3:20).	Paul,	at	the	end	of	his	life,	
was	still	looking	for	Him.	In	other	words,	Christ’s	coming	was	imminent.	
Paul	labeled	this	coming	of	Christ	for	His	church,	when	we	are	to	be	caught	up	to	meet	the	

Lord	 in	 the	 air,	 the	 rapture	 of	 the	 church.	 There	 are	 those	 today	 who	 hold	 a	 different	
viewpoint.	They	say	the	Bible	does	not	teach	the	Rapture	and	that	one	cannot	find	that	word	
in	the	New	Testament.	I	insist	that	it	is	there.	It	is	found	in	this	chapter	in	verse	17:	“Then	we	
which	are	alive	and	remain	shall	be	caught	up	together	with	them	in	the	clouds,	to	meet	the	
Lord	in	the	air:	and	so	shall	we	ever	be	with	the	Lord.”	The	Greek	word	translated	as	“caught	
up”	is	harpazō.	It	means	“to	catch	up	or	grasp	hastily,	to	snatch	up,	to	lift,	to	transport,	or	to	
rapture.”	Rapture	is	just	as	good	a	word	as	caught	up.	It	is	a	matter	of	semantics,	whichever	
word	you	choose	to	use.	The	fact	is	that	the	Bible	teaches	that	believers	in	Christ	are	to	be	



caught	up	in	the	clouds	to	meet	the	Lord	in	the	air.	Paul	taught	the	rapture	of	the	church.	
Now	 if	you	would	 like,	 you	could	 just	 say	you	believe	 in	 the	harpazō—that’s	 the	original	
Greek	word,	and	it	means	“rapture”	and	it	means	“caught	up.”	Nonetheless,	the	point	is	that	
the	 rapture	 of	 the	 church	 can	 take	 place	 at	 any	moment;	 it	 is	 the	 next	 happening	 in	 the	
program	of	God.	
Now	I	want	to	make	a	very	startling	statement	about	this	passage	of	Scripture.	Actually,	

the	primary	consideration	here	is	not	the	Rapture.	The	precise	question	Paul	is	answering	
is:	What	about	believers	who	have	died	before	the	Rapture	has	taken	place?	
We	need	to	review	the	background	of	this	epistle	in	order	to	understand	why	this	question	

was	so	 important	 to	 the	Thessalonian	believers.	Paul	went	 to	Thessalonica	on	his	second	
missionary	journey.	“…	three	sabbath	days	[he]	reasoned	with	them	out	of	the	scriptures”	
(Acts	 17:2).	 That	means	 that	 Paul	was	 there	 less	 than	 a	month.	 In	 that	month’s	 time,	 he	
performed	 a	 herculean	 task.	 He	 did	 the	 work	 of	 a	 missionary.	 He	 preached	 the	 gospel,	
converts	were	made,	and	he	established	a	church.	Then	he	taught	these	new	believers	the	
great	truths	of	the	Christian	faith.	It	is	interesting	that	he	even	taught	them	of	the	rapture	of	
the	church.	
When	 I	was	 a	 young	 preacher	 in	 a	 denomination,	 they	 didn’t	 have	much	 to	 say	 about	

prophecy.	Very	candidly,	I	don’t	think	the	ministers	knew	very	much	about	it.	They	would	
give	an	excuse,	saying,	“You	shouldn’t	preach	on	that.	That	is	deep	truth	and	should	be	given	
to	mature	saints.	It	shouldn’t	be	given	to	new	believers.”	Well,	it’s	too	bad	that	Paul	didn’t	
know	that,	because	he	hadn’t	been	with	the	Thessalonians	for	a	complete	month	and	yet	he	
was	teaching	them	prophecy.	In	fact,	when	we	get	to	the	second	epistle	we	will	find	that	he	
taught	them	about	the	Great	Tribulation	and	the	Man	of	Sin,	the	Antichrist	who	is	to	come.	
Paul	ran	the	whole	gamut	of	prophecy	for	these	Thessalonians.	It	is	nonsense	to	say	this	is	
not	to	be	given	to	new	believers.	It	is	to	be	taught	to	them,	and	Paul	is	the	demonstration	of	
that.	
It	is	clear	that	Paul	taught	the	Thessalonians	that	the	rapture	of	the	church	might	occur	at	

any	moment,	that	it	was	imminent.	Then	Paul	left	Thessalonica;	he	went	to	Berea,	established	
a	church	and	was	there	for	some	time.	Then	he	took	a	ship	and	went	over	to	Athens.	We	don’t	
know	how	long	he	was	there	either.	He	was	waiting	for	Timothy	and	Silas	to	bring	word	from	
Thessalonica.	They	didn’t	 come,	and	he	went	on	down	 to	Corinth.	After	he	was	 there	 for	
awhile,	Timothy	and	Silas	came.	They	came	with	questions	from	the	Thessalonians	to	ask	of	
Paul.	 So	 Paul	 wrote	 1	 Thessalonians	 to	 encourage	 them	 and	 to	 answer	 their	 specific	
questions	with	regard	to	the	rapture	of	 the	church.	During	this	unknown	interval	of	 time	
after	Paul	had	left	them,	some	of	the	saints	in	Thessalonica	had	died.	A	question	arose	in	the	
minds	of	the	believers.	Had	they	missed	the	Rapture?	
Obviously	Paul	had	taught	them	the	imminent	coming	of	Christ,	or	this	question	would	not	

be	pertinent	at	all.	Paul	had	told	them	that	the	Lord	Jesus	might	come	at	any	moment.	These	
saints	 had	 died,	 and	 the	 Lord	 hadn’t	 come—had	 they	missed	 the	 Rapture?	What	 would	
happen	to	them?	Paul	gives	the	answer	to	this	question	in	this	epistle.	
To	us	the	question	the	Thessalonians	had	is	not	meaningful	in	the	same	way	as	it	was	to	

them.	That	is	because	you	and	I	live	nineteen	hundred	years	this	side	of	1	Thessalonians,	and	
literally	 millions	 of	 believers	 have	 already	 gone	 down	 through	 the	 doorway	 of	 death.	



Therefore,	most	of	the	church	has	already	gone	ahead,	and	a	small	minority	remains	in	the	
world.	
Paul	had	taught	the	Thessalonians	that	the	coming	of	Christ	was	imminent,	and	this	is	still	

what	we	believe	today.	Between	where	we	are	right	this	moment	and	the	coming	of	Christ	
for	the	church	it	is	tissue-thin,	which	means	it	could	happen	any	moment—even	before	you	
finish	reading	this	page—or	the	coming	of	Christ	could	be	way	down	yonder	in	the	future.	
There	is	a	grave	danger	today	in	setting	dates	for	the	coming	of	the	Lord.	Some	are	doing	

that,	and	it	is	dangerous	because	they	do	not	know	when	He	will	return.	The	Lord	said	that	
we	do	not	know	the	hour	He	will	come.	They	might	pick	the	year	correctly,	but	they	surely	
won’t	pick	the	hour—I	don’t	think	they	will	even	hit	the	year.	When	they	set	dates,	they	are	
robbing	believers	of	the	opportunity	of	looking	for	Him	to	come.	
Now	the	Thessalonians	were	concerned	about	the	saints	who	had	died	before	the	Rapture	

had	taken	place.	We	need	to	keep	that	in	mind	as	we	go	through	the	rest	of	this	chapter.	

But	I	would	not	have	you	to	be	ignorant,	brethren,	concerning	them	which	are	asleep,	
that	ye	sorrow	not,	even	as	others	which	have	no	hope	[1	Thess.	4:13].	

“I	would	not	have	you	to	be	ignorant.”	I	love	the	way	Paul	says	that.	We	have	seen	it	before	
in	the	Corinthian	epistles.	When	Paul	says,	“I	would	not	have	you	ignorant,	brethren,”	you	
can	pretty	well	put	it	down	that	the	brethren	are	ignorant.	Paul	just	didn’t	come	out	and	say	
so	in	a	flat-footed	and	crude	way.	He	is	more	polite	and	diplomatic.	I	would	say	that	he	did	it	
in	a	very	Christian	way.	
“Concerning	them	which	are	asleep.”	Paul	is	referring	to	the	death	of	the	body.	This	never	

refers	to	the	soul	or	the	spirit	of	man,	because	the	spirit	of	man	does	not	die.	We	shall	note	
that	as	we	move	through	this	section,	but	first	I	want	to	mention	several	reasons	that	the	
death	of	the	body	is	spoken	of	as	being	“asleep.”	
1.	There	 is	a	similarity	between	sleep	and	death.	A	dead	body	and	a	sleeping	body	are	

actually	very	similar.	I’m	sure	you	have	been	to	a	funeral	where	someone	has	remarked	that	
So-and-so	looks	just	as	if	he	were	asleep.	Well,	in	a	way	it	is	true—the	body	of	a	believer	is	
asleep.	A	sleeper	does	not	cease	to	exist,	and	the	inference	is	that	the	dead	do	not	cease	to	
exist	just	because	the	body	is	asleep.	Sleep	is	temporary;	death	is	also	temporary.	Sleep	has	
its	 waking;	 death	 has	 its	 resurrection.	 It	 is	 not	 that	 life	 is	 existence	 and	 death	 is	 non-
existence,	you	see.	
2.	The	word	which	 is	 translated	 “asleep”	has	 its	 root	 in	 the	Greek	word	keimai,	which	

means	“to	lie	down.”	And	the	very	interesting	thing	is	that	the	word	for	“resurrection”	is	a	
word	that	refers	only	to	the	body.	It	is	anastasis,	and	it	comes	from	two	Greek	words:	histemi	
which	means	“to	stand,”	and	ana,	the	preposition,	“up.”	It	is	only	the	body	which	can	stand	
up	in	resurrection.	
C.	S.	Lewis	in	his	Screwtape	Letters	uses	a	little	sarcasm	to	ridicule	the	liberals	who	believe	

that	the	resurrection	is	a	resurrection	of	the	spirit	and	not	of	the	body.	He	asks	what	position	
the	soul	or	the	spirit	takes	when	it	lies	down	in	death,	or	what	position	the	spirit	takes	when	
it	stands	up	in	resurrection!	If	you	want	to	believe	in	soul	sleep,	you	must	explain	how	a	soul	
can	lie	down	and	then	stand	up.	Obviously	“asleep”	refers	to	the	body.	



The	same	Greek	word	for	“sleep”	is	used	here	as	is	used	when	referring	to	a	natural	sleep	
when	the	body	lies	down	in	bed.	Let	me	give	you	two	illustrations	of	this.	“And	when	he	rose	
up	from	prayer,	and	was	come	to	his	disciples,	he	 found	them	sleeping	 for	sorrow”	(Luke	
22:45,	italics	mine).	Imagine	that	Peter,	James,	and	John	went	to	sleep	at	this	time	of	crisis!	
The	word	is	the	same	word	that	is	used	here	in	1	Thessalonians.	Again,	in	Acts	12:6,	“And	
when	Herod	would	have	brought	him	forth,	the	same	night	Peter	was	sleeping	between	two	
soldiers,	bound	with	two	chains:	and	the	keepers	before	the	door	kept	the	prison”	(italics	
mine).	One	thing	we	know	for	sure	about	Simon	Peter	is	that	he	didn’t	have	insomnia!	Even	
at	times	of	great	crisis,	he	was	able	to	sleep.	Again,	the	same	word	for	“sleep”	is	used,	and	it	
is	the	natural	sleep	of	the	body.	
3.	The	Bible	teaches	that	the	body	returns	to	the	dust	from	which	it	was	created,	but	the	

spirit	returns	to	God	who	gave	it.	Even	the	Old	Testament	teaches	this.	In	Ecclesiastes	12:7	
we	read:	“Then	shall	the	dust	return	to	the	earth	as	it	was:	and	the	spirit	shall	return	unto	
God	who	gave	it.”	“The	dust”—that	is	our	body.	God	told	Adam,	“…	for	dust	thou	art,	and	unto	
dust	shalt	thou	return”	(Gen.	3:19).	It	was	the	body	that	was	taken	from	the	dust,	and	then	
God	breathed	into	man	the	breath	of	life,	or	the	spirit,	you	see.	It	is	the	body	that	will	go	to	
sleep	until	the	resurrection—only	the	body.	The	spirit	of	a	believer	will	return	to	God.	
The	spirit	or	the	soul	does	not	die,	and	therefore	the	spirit	or	the	soul	is	not	raised.	Only	

the	body	can	lie	down	in	death,	and	only	the	body	can	stand	up	in	resurrection.	This	is	quite	
obvious	when	Paul	says	that	to	be	absent	from	the	body	is	to	be	present	with	the	Lord	(see	
2	Cor.	5:8).	
The	body	is	merely	a	frail	tent	that	is	laid	aside	temporarily	in	death.	“For	we	know	that	if	

our	earthly	house	of	this	tabernacle	were	dissolved,	we	have	a	building	of	God,	an	house	not	
made	with	hands,	eternal	in	the	heavens”	(2	Cor.	5:1).	The	Greek	word	for	“tabernacle”	here	
is	skenos,	which	means	“a	tent.”	The	bodies	we	live	in	are	tents.	I	have	news	for	you:	You	may	
live	in	a	home	that	cost	$250,000,	but	the	place	where	you	really	live	is	in	a	little	tent.	God	
put	every	single	one	of	us	into	a	tent.	It	is	not	a	matter	of	some	living	in	a	hovel	and	some	in	
a	mansion—we	have	all	been	given	the	same	kind	of	tent.	You	could	reduce	the	body	to	its	
component	chemicals,	and	I	am	told	the	whole	amount	would	sell	for	about	$4.00,	although	
inflated	prices	may	push	it	a	little	higher.	Every	one	of	us	lives	in	a	tent	that	is	worth	about	
$4.00!	It	can	be	blown	down	at	any	moment.	If	you	don’t	believe	that,	step	in	front	of	a	car	
and	you	will	find	that	your	tent	will	fold	up	and	silently	slip	away.	Our	bodies	are	actually	
very	frail.	
“For	in	this	we	groan,	earnestly	desiring	to	be	clothed	upon	with	our	house	which	is	from	

heaven”	(2	Cor.	5:2).	“For	we	that	are	in	this	tabernacle	do	groan…”	(2	Cor.	5:4).	We	groan	
within	our	tents.	Have	you	discovered	that?	
I	met	an	old	man	at	the	corner	bus	stop	many	years	ago.	He	must	have	been	pretty	close	

to	eighty.	He	was	swearing	like	a	sailor.	I	said	to	him,	“Brother,	you	won’t	be	here	very	long,	
and	you	are	going	to	have	to	answer	to	God.”	
“How	do	you	know	I	won’t	be	here	very	long?”	he	asked.	
“God	is	telling	you	so.	He	has	put	gray	in	your	hair,	a	totter	in	your	step,	a	stoop	in	your	

shoulder,	and	a	shortness	of	breath	when	you	walk.	He	is	trying	to	tell	you	that	you	won’t	be	



here	much	longer.	You	are	living	in	a	little	tent	down	here,	and	you	are	going	to	be	slipping	
away	soon.”	
I	am	told	that	when	President	Adams	was	an	old	man,	a	friend	inquired	about	his	health.	

He	answered	that	he	was	fine,	but	the	house	he	lived	in	was	getting	rickety	and	was	not	in	
good	repair.	That	is	the	kind	of	body	each	of	us	is	living	in,	my	friend.	
When	I	was	a	young	man,	I	could	bound	up	and	down	the	steps	to	my	study.	Today	it	is	

different.	I	come	down	the	steps	one	at	a	time,	and	there	is	no	more	bounding.	My	knees	hurt,	
and	I	groan.	My	wife	tells	me	I	groan	too	much,	but	I	tell	her	it	is	scriptural	to	groan.	Paul	said	
that	we	groan	in	these	bodies.	
These	old	bodies	are	going	to	be	put	into	the	grave,	and	there	they	are	going	to	sleep.	The	

spirit	goes	to	be	with	the	Lord.	
Paul	wrote,	“Therefore	we	are	always	confident,	knowing	that,	whilst	we	are	at	home	in	

the	body,	we	are	absent	from	the	Lord:	(For	we	walk	by	faith,	not	by	sight:)”	(2	Cor.	5:6–7).	
Now	we	are	at	home	in	this	body;	this	is	where	we	live.	People	don’t	really	get	to	see	us,	you	
know—we	are	hidden	in	our	bodies.	Sometimes	people	who	come	to	rallies	or	services	when	
I	speak,	tell	me	they	have	heard	me	on	the	radio	and	they	have	come	just	to	see	how	I	look.	I	
always	feel	like	saying,	“You	really	haven’t	seen	me.	All	you	have	seen	is	a	head	and	two	hands	
sticking	out	of	a	suit	of	clothes.	You	don’t	see	me—I	live	within	this	body.”	This	house	I	live	
in	isn’t	in	such	good	repair,	but	that’s	where	I	will	live	as	long	as	I	walk	on	this	earth.	
Paul	goes	on	to	say,	“We	are	confident,	I	say,	and	willing	rather	to	be	absent	from	the	body,	

and	to	be	present	with	the	Lord”	(2	Cor.	5:8).	I	can’t	think	of	anything	lovelier	than	that.	If	
you	should	attend	my	funeral,	I	wouldn’t	want	you	to	come	by	and	say	that	I	look	so	natural.	
Friend,	I	won’t	even	be	there.	You	will	just	be	looking	at	my	tent	that	I	have	left	behind.	It’s	
my	old	house,	that	has	been	put	to	sleep.	I	will	be	gone	to	be	with	the	Lord.	At	the	resurrection	
our	bodies	will	be	raised	up.	
Many	years	ago	in	the	city	of	New	York	(in	fact,	it	was	way	back	in	the	day	when	liberalism	

was	called	modernism,	back	in	the	1920s)	they	had	an	argument	about	whether	resurrection	
was	 spiritual.	 The	 liberal	 even	 today	 claims	 it’s	 spiritual.	 He	 doesn’t	 believe	 in	 bodily	
resurrection	at	all.	A	very	famous	Greek	scholar	from	the	University	of	Chicago	read	a	paper	
on	the	passage	from	1	Corinthians	15:	“It	is	sown	a	natural	body;	it	is	raised	a	spiritual	body.	
There	 is	 a	 natural	 body,	 and	 there	 is	 a	 spiritual	 body”	 (1	 Cor.	 15:44).	 His	 paper	 put	 the	
emphasis	on	the	word	spiritual.	He	concluded	by	saying,	“Now,	brethren,	you	can	see	that	
resurrection	 is	 spiritual	 because	 it	 says	 it’s	 spiritual.”	 The	 liberals	 all	 applauded,	 and	
somebody	made	a	motion	that	they	print	that	manuscript	and	circulate	it.	
Well,	a	very	fine	conservative	Greek	scholar	was	there,	and	he	stood	up.	When	he	stood,	

all	the	liberals	were	a	little	uneasy	because	he	could	ask	very	embarrassing	questions.	He	
said,	“I’d	like	to	ask	the	author	of	the	paper	a	question.”	Very	reluctantly,	the	good	doctor	
stood	up.	“Now,	doctor,	which	is	stronger,	a	noun	or	an	adjective?	A	very	simple	question,	
but	I’d	like	for	you	to	answer	it.”	He	could	see	the	direction	he	was	going	and	didn’t	want	to	
answer	it,	but	he	had	to	say	that	a	noun	is	stronger,	of	course.	“Now	doctor,	I’m	amazed	that	
you	presented	the	paper	that	you	did	today.	You	put	the	emphasis	upon	an	adjective,	and	the	
strong	word	is	the	noun.	Now,	let’s	look	at	that	again.	‘It	is	sown	a	natural	body;	it	is	raised	a	
spiritual	body.’	”	He	said,	“The	only	thing	that	is	carried	over	in	resurrection	is	the	body.	It’s	



one	 kind	 of	 body	 when	 it	 dies,	 a	 natural	 body.	 It’s	 raised	 a	 body,	 but	 a	 spiritual	 body,	
dominated	now	by	the	spirit—but	it’s	still	a	body.”	And	they	never	did	publish	that	paper.	
They	decided	it	would	be	better	not	to	publish	it.	May	I	say	to	you,	just	a	simple	little	exercise	
in	grammar	would	have	answered	this	great	professor’s	whole	manuscript	and	his	entire	
argument	which	he	presented	at	that	time.	
Daniel	is	another	writer	who	spoke	of	the	death	of	the	body	as	“sleep.”	“And	many	of	them	

that	sleep	in	the	dust	of	the	earth	shall	awake,	some	to	everlasting	life,	and	some	to	shame	
and	everlasting	contempt”	(Dan.	12:2).	Dust	will	go	back	to	dust—that’s	the	body;	but	the	
spirit	goes	to	God	who	sent	it.	
4.	The	early	Christians	adopted	a	very	wonderful	word	for	the	burying	places	of	their	loved	

ones—the	 Greek	word	 koimeterion,	 which	means	 “a	 rest	 house	 for	 strangers,	 a	 sleeping	
place.”	It	is	the	same	word	from	which	we	get	our	English	word	cemetery.	The	same	word	
was	used	in	that	day	for	inns,	or	what	we	would	call	a	hotel	or	motel.	A	Hilton	Hotel,	a	Ramada	
Inn	or	a	Holiday	Inn—they	are	the	places	where	you	spend	the	night	to	sleep.	You	expect	to	
get	up	the	next	day	and	continue	your	journey.	This	is	the	picture	of	the	place	where	you	
bury	your	believing	loved	ones.	You	don’t	weep	when	you	have	a	friend	who	goes	and	spends	
a	weekend	in	a	Hilton	Hotel,	do	you?	No,	you	rejoice	with	him.	The	body	of	the	believer	has	
just	been	put	into	a	motel	until	the	resurrection.	One	day	the	Lord	is	coming	and	that	body	is	
going	to	be	raised	up.	
Now	let	us	return	to	our	consideration	of	the	actual	text	of	verse	13:	“That	ye	sorrow	not,	

even	as	others	[the	rest]	which	have	no	hope.”	The	pagan	world	had	no	hope;	so	for	them	
death	was	a	frightful	thing.	In	Thessalonica	they	have	found	an	inscription	that	says:	“After	
death	 no	 reviving,	 after	 the	 grave	 no	meeting	 again.”	 The	 Greek	 poet	 Theocritus	 wrote,	
“Hopes	are	among	the	living;	the	dead	are	without	hope.”	That	was	the	belief	of	the	ancient	
world.	It	is	pretty	pessimistic	and	doleful.	
Believers	are	not	to	sorrow	as	the	pagans.	I	have	officiated	at	many	funeral	services	during	

the	years	of	my	ministry,	and	I	can	always	tell	if	the	family	is	Christian.	I	can	tell	by	the	way	
the	people	weep	whether	they	have	hope	or	not.	Christians	weep,	of	course—there	is	nothing	
wrong	with	that.	Paul	never	says	that	believers	are	not	to	weep.	What	he	does	say	is	that	we	
are	not	to	sorrow	as	the	others	which	have	no	hope.	A	Christian	has	a	sorrow	at	the	death	of	
a	loved	one,	but	he	also	has	hope.	

For	if	we	believe	that	Jesus	died	and	rose	again,	even	so	them	also	which	sleep	in	Jesus	
will	God	bring	with	him	[1	Thess.	4:14].	

I	want	you	to	notice	that	Paul	says	that	“Jesus	died	and	rose	again.”	It	doesn’t	say	Jesus	slept—
He	died.	How	accurate	this	is!	
There	are	three	kinds	of	death	in	Scripture.	There	is	physical	death,	which	is	the	separation	

of	the	spirit	from	the	body.	That	is	what	we	ordinarily	call	death.	Adam	didn’t	actually	die	
physically	until	930	years	after	the	Fall.	
Then	 there	 is	 spiritual	 death.	 Paul	 says	 that	 to	 be	 carnally	 minded	 is	 death,	 which	 is	

separation	from	God.	This	is	what	happened	to	man	in	the	Garden	of	Eden	when	God	said	
that	man	would	die	in	the	day	he	ate	of	the	fruit.	Man	became	separated	from	God.	Adam	hid	
from	God;	he	ran	from	God	when	God	came	into	the	garden—there	was	now	a	separation	



between	them.	Adam	did	die	the	day	he	ate	the	fruit—a	spiritual	death.	Paul	describes	this	
spiritual	death	in	Ephesians	2:1:	“And	you	hath	he	quickened,	who	were	dead	in	trespasses	
and	sins.”	
A	 famous	 judge	 toured	 around	 this	 country	 some	 years	 ago	 giving	 a	 lecture	 entitled	

“Millions	Now	Living	Will	Never	Die.”	There	followed	him	a	famous	Baptist	preacher	whose	
lecture	was	“Millions	Now	Living	Are	Already	Dead.”	And	they	were	dead—spiritually	dead.	
The	third	death	is	eternal	death.	That	is	eternal	separation	from	God.	This	is	the	second	

death	described	in	Revelation	20:14.	

For	this	we	say	unto	you	by	the	word	of	the	Lord,	that	we	which	are	alive	and	remain	
unto	the	coming	of	the	Lord	shall	not	prevent	them	which	are	asleep	[1	Thess.	4:15].	

“By	the	word	of	the	Lord”	is	Paul’s	assurance	that	he	is	giving	God’s	answer	to	their	question.	
Paul	knows	that	they	had	been	worrying	about	those	who	had	died	before	the	Rapture	and	
wants	them	to	know	that	the	dead	in	Christ	will	have	part	in	the	Rapture.	
“We	which	are	alive	and	remain	unto	the	coming	of	the	Lord	shall	not	prevent	them	which	

are	asleep.”	The	word	prevent	is	an	old	English	word	meaning	“precede.”	Those	who	are	alive	
at	the	time	of	the	Rapture	will	not	be	going	ahead	of	them—in	fact,	the	dead	in	Christ	will	be	
going	first.	

For	 the	Lord	himself	shall	descend	 from	heaven	with	a	shout,	with	 the	voice	of	 the	
archangel,	and	with	the	trump	of	God:	and	the	dead	in	Christ	shall	rise	first	[1	Thess.	
4:16].	

“The	Lord	himself	shall	descend	from	heaven”	I	love	that—He	won’t	be	sending	angels.	When	
He	comes	to	the	earth	to	establish	His	kingdom,	He	will	send	His	angels	to	the	four	corners	
of	 the	 earth	 to	 gather	 the	 elect,	 who	will	 be	 both	 Israelites	 and	 Gentiles	 who	 enter	 the	
kingdom.	However,	 there	 is	no	angel	ministry	 connected	with	 the	Rapture	of	 the	church.	
Angels	announced	the	birth	of	Christ,	but	how	was	He	announced?	As	the	Son	of	David,	the	
newborn	King.	He	was	announced	as	a	King.	The	wise	men	wanted	to	know	where	they	could	
find	Him	who	was	born	King	of	the	Jews.	In	contrast	to	this,	at	the	establishment	of	the	church	
on	the	Day	of	Pentecost,	there,	were	no	angels.	The	Holy	Spirit	Himself	came	down.	When	
the	Lord	 takes	His	church	out	of	 the	world,	 the	Lord	Himself	 shall	descend	 from	heaven.	
There	will	be	no	angels.	Angels	are	connected	with	Israel	but	not	with	the	church	at	all.	
He	will	descend	from	heaven	“with	a	shout.”	That	is	the	voice	of	command.	It	is	the	same	

voice	which	He	used	when	He	stood	at	the	tomb	of	Lazarus	and	said,	“Lazarus,	come	forth”	
(see	John	11:43).	
“The	voice	of	the	archangel.”	Now	wait,	isn’t	that	an	angel	connected	with	the	Rapture?	No,	

it	 is	His	voice	 that	will	be	 like	 the	voice	of	an	archangel.	 It	 is	 the	quality	of	His	voice,	 the	
majesty	and	the	authority	of	it.	
“The	trump	of	God.”	Will	 there	be	trumpets	 there?	No,	 it	 is	His	voice	 that	will	be	 like	a	

trumpet.	 Can	we	 be	 sure	 of	 this?	 In	 Revelation	 1:10,	 John,	who	was	 exiled	 to	 the	 Isle	 of	
Patmos,	wrote,	“I	was	in	the	Spirit	on	the	Lord’s	day,	and	heard	behind	me	a	great	voice,	as	
of	a	trumpet.”	He	turned	to	see	who	it	was,	and	he	saw	the	glorified	Christ.	It	is	the	voice	of	
the	glorified	Christ	that	is	like	the	sound	of	a	trumpet.	



That	ought	to	get	rid	of	all	this	foolishness	about	Gabriel	blowing	his	horn	or	blowing	a	
trumpet.	I	don’t	think	Gabriel	even	owns	a	trumpet,	but	if	he	has	one,	he	won’t	need	to	blow	
it.	The	Lord	Jesus	is	not	going	to	need	the	help	of	Gabriel.	Do	you	think	the	Lord	Jesus	needed	
Gabriel	to	come	and	help	Him	raise	Lazarus	from	the	dead?	Can	you	imagine	the	Lord	Jesus	
at	the	tomb	of	Lazarus	saying,	“Gabriel,	won’t	you	come	over	here	and	help	Me	get	this	man	
out	of	the	grave?”	How	absolutely	foolish!	The	Lord	Jesus	will	not	need	anyone	to	help	Him.	
When	He	calls	His	church,	their	bodies	will	come	up	out	of	the	graves.	

Then	we	which	are	alive	and	 remain	 shall	 be	 caught	up	 together	with	 them	 in	 the	
clouds,	 to	meet	the	Lord	in	the	air:	and	so	shall	we	ever	be	with	the	Lord	[1	Thess.	
4:17].	

Again,	 “caught	 up”	 is	 the	 Greek	 harpazō,	 meaning	 “to	 grasp	 hastily,	 snatch	 up,	 to	 lift,	
transport,	or	rapture.”	
It	is	going	to	be	a	very	orderly	procedure.	The	dead	will	rise	first.	Here	comes	Stephen	out	

of	the	grave.	It	may	be	that	he	will	lead	the	procession	since	he	was	the	first	martyr.	Then	
there	will	be	the	apostles	and	all	those	millions	who	have	laid	down	their	lives	for	Jesus.	They	
will	just	keep	coming	from	right	down	through	the	centuries.	Finally,	if	we	are	alive	at	that	
time,	we	will	bring	up	the	rear	of	the	parade.	We	will	be	way	down	at	the	tail	end	of	it.	Most	
of	the	church	has	already	gone	in	through	the	doorway	of	death.	

Wherefore	comfort	one	another	with	these	words	[1	Thess.	4:18].	

Does	he	say,	“Wherefore	terrify	one	another	with	these	words”?	Of	course	not.	My	Bible	says,	
“Wherefore	comfort	 one	another.”	 It	not	only	means	 to	 comfort	 in	 the	usual	 sense	of	 the	
word,	but	also	to	instruct	and	to	exhort	one	another	and	to	talk	about	these	things.	My	friend,	
Jesus	is	going	to	take	His	own	out	of	this	world	someday!	What	a	glorious,	wonderful	comfort	
this	is!	The	bodies	of	the	dead	will	be	lifted	out.	Then	whoever	is	alive	at	that	time	will	be	
caught	up	together	with	them	to	meet	the	Lord	in	the	air.	So	shall	we	ever	be	with	the	Lord.	
In	fact,	we	shall	come	back	with	Him	to	the	earth	to	reign	with	Him	at	the	time	He	sets	up	His	
kingdom.	
		



		

Chapter	5	
Theme:	The	coming	of	Christ	is	a	rousing	hope	

In	this	final	chapter	of	1	Thessalonians	we	see	the	Christian’s	actions	in	view	of	the	return	of	
Christ.	In	chapter	1,	you	will	recall,	we	considered	the	Christian’s	attitude	toward	the	return	
of	 Christ.	Now,	 if	 the	 attitude	 does	 not	 lead	 to	 action,	 something	 is	 radically	wrong.	 The	
coming	of	Christ	is	a	rousing	hope	which	leads	to	action!	



Call	to	Be	Awake	and	Alert	in	View	of	Christ’s	Coming	
The	believer	in	Christ	is	to	be	awake	and	alert	in	view	of	Christ’s	coming,	because	the	believer	
will	not	enter	into	that	awful	night	of	the	Great	Tribulation	Period,	which	is	labeled	the	Day	
of	the	Lord.	That	Day	of	the	Lord	begins	with	night	because	that	is	God’s	way	of	marking	time.	
He	begins	that	way	in	Genesis	where	it	says	that	the	evening	and	the	morning	were	the	first	
day.	God	begins	in	night	but	moves	to	light.	So	the	Great	Tribulation	leads	into	the	glorious	
millennial	reign	of	Christ	when	the	Sun	of	Righteousness	will	arise	with	healing	in	His	wings.	
The	Day	of	the	Lord	is	an	expression	we	need	to	examine.	

But	of	the	times	and	the	seasons,	brethren,	ye	have	no	need	that	I	write	unto	you	[1	
Thess.	5:1].	

“Times	and	seasons”	are	not	the	property	of	the	church;	they	belong	to	this	earth	and	to	an	
earthly	people—both	Israel	and	the	Gentiles	who	will	be	saved	in	that	day.	The	church	is	
looking	for	a	Person,	not	for	times	and	seasons.	The	word	for	“time”	is	the	Greek	chronos,	
from	which	we	get	our	English	word	chronology.	The	times	and	seasons	or	the	chronology	is	
not	for	the	church.	

For	yourselves	know	perfectly	that	the	day	of	the	Lord	so	cometh	as	a	thief	in	the	night	
[1	Thess.	5:2].	

The	Lord	Jesus	does	not	come	to	the	church	like	a	thief	in	the	night.	The	church	is	looking	for	
and	waiting	for	the	Lord	to	come.	You	don’t	wait	for	a	thief	and	look	for	him	and	leave	a	note	
for	him	on	the	back	door	when	you	leave	your	house—“I	left	the	back	door	open	for	you,	Mr.	
Thief,	and	you’ll	find	the	family	silver	in	the	third	drawer	to	the	right	in	the	dining	room.”	I	
don’t	 imagine	you	have	ever	 left	 such	a	note.	The	 chances	are	 that	you	check	everything	
before	you	leave	the	house,	making	sure	that	your	home	is	doubly	locked.	You	want	to	keep	
the	thief	out.	So	the	Lord	Jesus	does	not	come	as	a	thief	to	the	church.	However,	the	Lord	
Jesus	does	come	like	a	thief	to	the	world	after	the	church	has	been	raptured.	As	I	have	said,	
the	Day	of	the	Lord	will	come	suddenly	to	the	earth,	and	it	will	begin	with	the	night	of	the	
Great	Tribulation	Period;	then	finally	Christ	will	come	personally	to	this	earth.	
The	Day	of	the	Lord	will	come	suddenly—	

For	when	they	shall	say,	Peace	and	safety;	then	sudden	destruction	cometh	upon	them,	
as	travail	upon	a	woman	with	child;	and	they	shall	not	escape	[1	Thess.	5:3].	

Do	you	notice	the	change	of	pronouns	here?	In	the	first	two	verses	Paul	is	addressing	the	
“brethren,”	and	he	says	that	it	is	not	necessary	for	him	to	write	to	them	about	the	times	and	
seasons,	because	they	will	have	nothing	to	do	with	it—believers	will	be	gone	at	that	time.	
But	here	in	verse	3	the	pronoun	changes	to	“they”—“when	they	shall	say,	Peace	and	safety.”	
Again	let	me	repeat	that	the	Day	of	the	Lord	is	a	period	of	time	which	begins	with	the	Great	

Tribulation	and	goes	through	the	millennial	reign	of	Christ	here	upon	the	earth.	There	are	
many	passages	of	Scripture	which	speak	of	this.	For	example,	in	Isaiah,	chapters	12–13,	you	
can	read	how	God	moves	down	in	judgment	on	society	and	government,	on	the	military	and	
commerce	and	art	and	pomp	and	pride	and	religion.	“Behold,	the	day	of	the	LORD	cometh,	



cruel	both	with	wrath	and	 fierce	anger,	 to	 lay	 the	 land	desolate:	and	he	shall	destroy	the	
sinners	thereof	out	of	it”	(Isa.	13:9).	It	starts	out	as	a	day	of	wrath:	“For	the	stars	of	heaven	
and	the	constellations	thereof	shall	not	give	their	light:	the	sun	shall	be	darkened	in	his	going	
forth,	and	the	moon	shall	not	cause	her	light	to	shine”	(Isa.	13:10).	In	the	prophecy	of	Joel	we	
are	told:	“Alas	for	the	day!	for	the	day	of	the	LORD	is	at	hand,	and	as	a	destruction	from	the	
Almighty	 shall	 it	 come”	 (Joel	 1:15).	 Joel	 goes	 on	 in	 chapter	 2	 to	 describe	 it	 as	 “a	 day	 of	
darkness	and	of	gloominess,	a	day	of	clouds	and	of	thick	darkness	…”	(Joel	2:2).	That	is	the	
picture	given	to	us	in	the	Old	Testament.	The	Day	of	the	Lord	is	a	period	which	begins	with	
the	Great	Tribulation	and	goes	through	the	millennial	reign	of	Christ.	That	is	a	theme	in	the	
Old	Testament.	
Now	the	event	described	in	chapter	4—the	coming	of	Christ	to	take	the	church	out	of	the	

world—is	not	even	mentioned	in	the	Old	Testament.	It	is	there	by	type,	of	course,	such	as	the	
experiences	of	Enoch	and	Elijah,	both	of	whom	were	taken	up	alive	to	be	with	the	Lord.	But	
it	is	not	taught	in	the	Old	Testament	that	the	Lord	Jesus	is	going	to	take	a	company	of	people	
out	of	this	earth	to	be	with	Himself.	This	is	a	glorious,	wonderful	truth	which	was	revealed	
first	in	the	Upper	Room	when	the	Lord	Jesus	said,	“…	I	go	to	prepare	a	place	for	you.	And	if	I	
go	and	prepare	a	place	for	you,	I	will	come	again,	and	receive	you	unto	myself;	that	where	I	
am,	there	ye	may	be	also”	(John	14:2–3).	As	far	as	I	know,	that	is	the	first	time	this	truth	is	
revealed	in	the	Bible.	And	Paul	developed	it	in	1	Thessalonians	4.	
However,	in	the	fifth	chapter	he	is	speaking	of	something	which	was	well	known	in	the	Old	

Testament.	
“When	they	shall	say,	Peace	and	safety;	then	sudden	destruction	cometh	upon	them.”	It	is	

going	to	be	a	big	surprise	to	the	world.	They	are	not	going	to	expect	it.	I	believe	that	the	“big	
lie,”	which	we	will	see	in	the	second	chapter	of	2	Thessalonians,	is	the	promise	of	peace	and	
safety.	 The	 Lord	 Jesus	warned	 of	 that:	 “Take	 heed	 that	 no	man	 deceive	 you.”	 The	world	
expects	to	enter	a	great	era	of	peace,	the	Millennium,	but	they	will	find	themselves	plunged	
into	the	Great	Tribulation,	which	will	include	the	greatest	war	the	world	has	ever	seen.	It	will	
come	upon	them	suddenly	like	a	thief	in	the	night.	

But	ye,	brethren,	are	not	in	darkness,	that	that	day	should	overtake	you	as	a	thief.	

Ye	are	all	the	children	of	light,	and	the	children	of	the	day:	we	are	not	of	the	night,	nor	
of	darkness	[1	Thess.	5:4–5].	

The	Rapture	of	the	church	actually	does	two	things:	(1)	It	ends	this	day	of	grace	in	which	we	
are	today,	this	calling	out	a	people	for	His	name	and	bringing	many	sons	home	to	glory.	This	
is	what	God	is	doing	in	our	day.	The	Rapture	not	only	ends	that,	but	(2)	it	begins	the	Day	of	
the	Lord.	The	Great	Tribulation	will	get	under	way	when	the	church	leaves	the	earth.	The	
one	event	of	the	Rapture	will	end	the	day	of	grace	and	begin	the	Day	of	the	Lord.	It	closes	one	
day	and	opens	another.	
“But	ye,	brethren,	are	not	in	darkness,	that	that	day	should	overtake	you	as	a	thief.”	Why	

won’t	it?	Well,	because	we	won’t	be	here.	We	found	in	chapter	4	that	“the	Lord	himself	shall	
descend	from	heaven	with	a	shout”	and	take	His	church	out	of	the	world.	
“Ye	are	all	 the	children	of	 light.”	 In	other	words,	you	don’t	belong	 to	 that	dispensation	

which	is	coming	in	the	future.	You	belong	to	the	dispensation	of	grace	in	which	we	are	today.	



Friend,	if	you	do	not	learn	these	distinctions	which	are	made	in	the	Scripture,	you	will	be	
hopelessly	 confused.	 I	 know	 of	 no	 one	 so	 hopelessly	 confused	 as	 some	 theologians	 in	
seminaries	today.	I’ve	talked	to	them.	One	man	told	me	that	he	had	simply	given	up	on	the	
study	of	prophecy	and	would	have	nothing	to	do	with	it.	Why?	Because	he	was	not	willing	to	
sit	down	and	study	the	entire	Scriptures.	
When	the	Day	of	the	Lord	comes,	we	are	going	to	be	with	the	Lord.	We	are	not	in	darkness.	

That	day	will	not	overtake	us	as	a	thief	in	the	night.	He	doesn’t	come	as	a	thief	to	take	His	
church.	The	church	is	looking	for	that	blessed	hope	and	the	glorious	appearing	of	our	great	
God	and	Savior.	
Now	Paul	gives	the	admonition	to	the	believers—	

Therefore	let	us	not	sleep,	as	do	others;	but	let	us	watch	and	be	sober	[1	Thess.	5:6].	

You	see,	the	rapture	of	the	church,	that	blessed	hope,	could	take	place	at	any	time.	Because	
of	this,	we	should	not	be	sleeping	Christians.	
I	heard	a	song	leader	down	in	Georgia,	who,	in	his	very	quaint	way,	uttered	a	great	many	

wise	sayings.	He	was	right	on	target	with	his	remarks.	He	said,	“We	are	now	going	to	sing	
‘Standing	on	the	Promises.’	There	are	a	 lot	of	folk	today	who	are	singing	 ‘Standing	on	the	
Promises,’	but	they	are	just	sitting	on	the	premises!”	And	some	of	them	are	actually	sleeping	
pillars	in	the	church	today.	
Now	Paul	is	saying	that,	in	view	of	the	fact	that	the	Lord	Jesus	is	going	to	take	His	church	

out	of	the	world	before	that	awful	period	of	tribulation,	“let	us	not	sleep,	as	do	others;	but	let	
us	watch	and	be	sober.”	
The	word	sober	has	several	meanings.	It	can	mean	“to	stay	sober”	in	the	sense	of	not	using	

an	alcoholic	stimulant,	but	there	are	also	other	kinds	of	drunkenness	besides	that	caused	by	
alcohol	or	drugs.	A	lot	of	people	get	drunk	on	power	or	on	the	making	of	money	or	on	the	
pleasures	of	this	world.	The	child	of	God	is	to	stay	sober	and	is	to	watch.	Why?	Because	these	
tremendous	events	are	to	take	place	in	the	future.	
I	believe	we	are	close	to	the	time	of	the	return	of	the	Lord.	I	don’t	know,	of	course,	but	I	

think	we	are.	And	I	know	I	can	say	with	Paul:	“…	for	now	is	our	salvation	nearer	than	when	
we	believed”	(Rom.	13:11).	

For	they	that	sleep	sleep	in	the	night;	and	they	that	be	drunken	are	drunken	in	the	
night.	

But	let	us,	who	are	of	the	day,	be	sober,	putting	on	the	breastplate	of	faith	and	love;	
and	for	an	helmet,	the	hope	of	salvation	[1	Thess.	5:7–8].	

Again	he	mentions	the	word	sober.	Let’s	understand	that	we	have	a	duty	to	perform.	
“Putting	on	the	breastplate	of	faith	and	love;	and	for	an	helmet,	the	hope	of	salvation.”	This	

speaks	of	a	soldier’s	duty	and	is	a	call	to	that	kind	of	duty.	The	breastplate	of	faith	and	love	
is	to	cover	the	heart,	the	vital	part	of	the	body.	The	helmet	is	the	hope	of	salvation.	As	I	write	
this,	it	isn’t	the	style	for	men	or	women	to	wear	hats—most	people	today	go	bareheaded—
but	it	should	be	the	style	for	every	Christian	to	wear	the	helmet	of	the	hope	of	salvation.	



“Faith	…	love	…	hope”—this	is	now	the	third	time	these	key	words	have	appeared	in	this	
epistle:	the	labor	of	love,	the	work	of	faith,	the	patience	of	hope.	Faith	is	a	saving	faith,	and	a	
saving	faith	produces	works.	Calvin	said,	“Faith	alone	saves,	but	the	faith	that	saves	is	not	
alone.”	“Faith”	looks	to	the	past	when	we	accepted	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	“Love”	is	for	the	
present,	which	is	the	relationship	the	believer	should	have	with	those	around	him.	The	“hope	
of	salvation”	is	that	blessed	hope	of	the	future.	We	are	not	looking	for	the	Great	Tribulation	
Period.	I	don’t	see	how	there	could	be	any	rejoicing	in	that!	We	are	looking	for	that	blessed	
hope,	which	is	the	consummation	of	our	salvation.	
John	writes,	“Beloved,	now	are	we	the	sons	of	God,	and	it	doth	not	yet	appear	what	we	

shall	be:	but	we	know	that,	when	he	shall	appear,	we	shall	be	like	him;	for	we	shall	see	him	
as	he	is”	(1	John	3:2).	God	is	not	through	with	me,	so	don’t	you	be	impatient	with	me.	A	little	
lady	down	in	West	Texas	in	a	testimony	meeting	said,	“Most	Christians	ought	to	have	written	
on	their	backs,	‘This	is	not	the	best	that	the	grace	of	God	can	do.’	”	I	know	that	I	ought	to	have	
that	written	on	my	back.	Since	He	is	not	through	with	me	yet,	don’t	be	impatient	with	me,	
and	 I	won’t	be	 impatient	with	you—because	 I	don’t	 think	He	 is	 through	with	you	either.	
Today	we	have	“the	hope	of	salvation,”	which	is	that	He	will	consummate	that	which	He	has	
begun	in	us.	“Being	confident	of	this	very	thing,	that	he	which	hath	begun	a	good	work	in	you	
will	perform	it	until	the	day	of	Jesus	Christ”	(Phil.	1:6).	

For	God	hath	not	 appointed	us	 to	wrath,	but	 to	obtain	 salvation	by	our	Lord	 Jesus	
Christ	[1	Thess.	5:9].	

“God	hath	not	appointed	us	to	wrath”—that	ought	to	be	clear	even	to	amillennialists,	but	for	
some	reason	 they	miss	 the	point.	God	hasn’t	 appointed	us	 to	 the	day	of	wrath,	 the	Great	
Tribulation.	It	is	a	time	of	judgment,	and	the	church	is	not	going	through	it	because	Christ	
bore	our	judgment.	
Perhaps	you	are	saying,	“McGee,	do	you	think	you	are	good	enough	to	be	taken	out	in	the	

Rapture?”	No,	I’m	not	even	good	enough	to	be	saved.	But	God	saved	me	by	His	grace,	and	
when	He	comes	to	take	His	church	out	of	the	world,	I’m	going	along	with	all	the	super-duper	
saints—because	of	the	grace	of	God.	
“But	to	obtain	salvation	by	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.”	God	has	not	destined	us	for	wrath,	for	

the	Great	Tribulation,	but	for	salvation	through	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	

Who	died	for	us,	that,	whether	we	wake	or	sleep,	we	should	live	together	with	him	[1	
Thess.	5:10].	

Whether	we	die	first	or	whether	we	live	until	His	coming,	we	shall	live	together	with	Him.	
Most	of	the	church	has	already	gone	through	the	doorway	of	death.	What	a	parade	that	will	
be	 someday—beginning	with	 Stephen	 and	 the	 apostles,	 the	martyrs,	 all	 those	who	 have	
fallen	 asleep	 in	 Jesus	 down	 through	 the	 years,	 and	 then	 those	who	 are	 still	 alive	 at	 His	
coming,	and	if	you	and	I	are	still	alive,	we	will	bring	up	the	rear.	Thank	God,	we	shall	be	there	
by	the	grace	of	God!	
Now	what	will	 these	wonderful	 truths	do	 for	you?	The	next	verse	 tells	us:	 “Wherefore	

comfort	yourselves	together.”	What	a	comfort	all	of	this	is	to	us	as	believers!	



Commandments	for	Christians	
We	 come	 now	 to	 a	 series	 of	 twenty-two	 commandments	 for	 Christians.	 These	 are	 the	
commandments	for	believers—not	just	ten	of	them	but	twenty-two	of	them!	Up	to	the	time	
we	are	saved,	God	has	us	shut	up	to	a	cross.	That	is,	God	is	not	asking	anything	of	us	except	
this	question:	“What	will	you	do	with	My	Son	who	died	for	you?”	After	we	have	accepted	
Jesus	Christ	as	our	Savior,	then	God	talks	to	us	about	our	lives.	The	child	of	God	is	not	under	
the	Ten	Commandments	as	the	way	of	life—he	is	way	above	it.	He	is	to	live	on	a	much	higher	
plane,	 as	 we	 can	 see	 by	 the	 commandments	 in	 this	 section.	 These	 commandments	 are	
practical—right	down	where	the	rubber	meets	the	road.	It	is	a	wonderful,	glorious	thing	to	
keep	 looking	 for	 the	coming	of	Christ,	but	 it	 is	also	very	 important	 that	we	keep	walking	
down	here	on	the	sidewalks	of	life—at	home,	in	the	office,	in	the	schoolroom,	wherever	we	
are	called	to	walk.	
The	Lord	Jesus	said,	“If	ye	love	me,	keep	my	commandments”	(John	14:15).	There	are	some	

Christians	who	have	never	 listened	 to	His	 commandments.	Well,	 here	 are	 twenty-two	of	
them.	They	are	given	like	military	orders,	brief	and	terse.	They	are	barked	out	like	a	second	
lieutenant	would	give	them	to	you.	We	were	just	told	to	be	sober	and	to	put	on	the	uniform	
of	warfare	(see	v.	8).	Now	the	orders	are	given,	and	they	seem	to	be	categorized—that	is,	
certain	ones	are	related	to	each	other.	

Wherefore	comfort	yourselves	together,	and	edify	one	another,	even	as	also	ye	do	[1	
Thess.	5:11].	

The	first	commandment	is	to	“comfort	yourselves	together,”	which	means	to	encourage	one	
another	in	the	faith.	
The	 second	 commandment	 is	 to	 “edify	 one	 another.”	 The	Thessalonian	 believers	were	

already	doing	that,	Paul	says.	Edify	means	“to	build	up	one	another.”	You	and	I	should	be	a	
team	working	together,	edifying	each	other	with	the	Word	of	God.	

And	we	beseech	you,	brethren,	to	know	them	which	labour	among	you,	and	are	over	
you	in	the	Lord,	and	admonish	you;	

And	to	esteem	them	very	highly	in	love	for	their	work’s	sake.	And	be	at	peace	among	
yourselves	[1	Thess.	5:12–13].	

Here	are	three	commandments	that	seem	to	belong	together.	“Know”	or	understand	those	
who	teach	the	Word	of	God.	It	means	we	should	recognize	them.	When	Paul	wrote	this,	he	
was	speaking	to	the	local	situation	in	Thessalonica.	He	had	been	with	them	less	than	a	month.	
He	had	won	them	to	Christ	and	had	taught	them.	A	church	had	been	started,	we	would	say,	
“from	 scratch.”	 There	wasn’t	 a	 believer	 there	 before	Paul	 had	 arrived	 and	presented	 the	
gospel	to	them	(see	Acts	17:2–3).	So	all	the	Thessalonian	believers	had	come	to	know	Christ	
at	about	the	same	time.	Now	among	them	certain	ones	would	have	been	given	the	gift	of	
teaching.	Some	would	have	the	gift	of	preaching	and	some	of	helping.	Every	believer	receives	
a	gift	when	he	is	saved,	and	that	gift	is	to	be	exercised	in	the	body	of	believers	to	build	up	the	
body	of	believers.	But	I	have	a	notion	that	among	the	believers	in	Thessalonica	there	could	
have	been	this	attitude:	So-and-so	and	I	were	saved	at	the	same	time.	I	knew	him	before	he	was	



a	believer.	Where	did	he	get	the	idea	that	he	could	teach	me?	So	Paul	is	telling	them	that	certain	
men	and	women	had	been	given	certain	gifts	of	leadership,	and	they	should	respect	them.	
They	should	look	to	them	for	admonition.	
We	still	have	the	problem	today	that	very	few	people	in	the	church	pay	any	attention	to	

the	teachers	God	has	given	them.	People	say	they	believe	the	Bible	is	the	Word	of	God	and	
they	believe	every	word	of	it.	Then	why	don’t	they	obey	it?	Why	don’t	they	listen	when	it	is	
being	taught?	One	man	said	to	me	very	candidly,	“I	believe	the	Bible	from	cover	to	cover,	and	
I	am	ignorant	of	what	is	between	the	covers.”	Now	that	is	an	untenable	position	to	hold.	I	
think	 if	 people	 knew	 what	 was	 between	 the	 covers,	 they	 would	 believe	 it.	 But	 it	 is	 a	
hypocritical	position	to	say	you	believe	it	and	then	be	ignorant	of	what	it	says.	Anyone	who	
says	he	believes	the	Bible	is	the	Word	of	God	is	obligated	to	know	what	it	says.	Therefore,	
those	who	are	preaching	and	 teaching	 the	Word	of	God	 should	have	 the	attention	of	 the	
believers.	
Now	 the	 fourth	 commandment	 is	 “to	 esteem	 them	very	highly	 in	 love	 for	 their	work’s	

sake.”	I	have	always	appreciated	people	who	love	the	Word	of	God	because	I	have	found	that	
they	become	my	friends.	One	of	the	things	I	have	so	appreciated	about	my	radio	ministry	is	
the	number	of	friends	that	God	has	raised	up	for	me	across	this	country.	Many	of	them	have	
written	to	say	their	home	is	open	to	me	(of	course,	I	can’t	accept	all	those	invitations),	but	
when	I	am	in	their	town,	they	do	nice	things	for	me.	They	reveal	their	love.	When	they	reveal	
that	love	to	me—and	I’m	hard	to	love—it	reveals	that	they	honor	the	Word	of	God	since	I	
teach	the	Word	of	God.	
Then	 the	 fifth	 commandment:	 “And	 be	 at	 peace	 among	 yourselves.”	 These	 all	 come	

together	 in	 one	 package.	 You	 can’t	 have	 everybody	 running	 the	 church.	 You	 can’t	 have	
everybody	running	any	kind	of	organization.	There	must	be	a	certain	one	with	authority.	
I	think	one	of	the	great	problems	in	many	churches	today	is	a	case	of	the	old	bromide,	“too	

many	cooks	spoil	the	broth.”	There	needs	to	be	one	who	is	the	leader	and	who	is	followed.	
With	that	arrangement	you	can	have	peace.	But	when	everybody	is	trying	to	play	his	own	
tune,	you	have	anything	but	harmony	and	peace!	
Now	here	are	the	sixth	through	the	ninth	commandments—	

Now	we	exhort	you,	brethren,	warn	them	that	are	unruly,	comfort	the	feebleminded,	
support	the	weak,	be	patient	toward	all	men	[1	Thess.	5:14].	

“Warn	them	that	are	unruly.”	This	would	naturally	 follow	the	 fifth	commandment:	 “Be	at	
peace	among	yourselves.”	The	“unruly”	are	those	who	are	out	of	step.	My	feeling	is	that	they	
are	loners,	and	they	like	to	do	their	own	little	thing	rather	than	support	the	work	which	God	
is	doing.	They	are	to	be	warned.	
“Comfort	the	feebleminded.”	What	does	he	mean	by	“feebleminded”?	Well,	a	better	word	

would	be	fainthearted.	He	is	not	referring	to	folk	with	mental	problems.	But	here	are	folk	
who	are	fearful	to	move	out	for	God,	and	they	need	encouraging.	There	is	many	a	saint	today	
who	needs	someone	to	put	his	arm	around	him	and	say,	“Brother,	you’re	going	to	make	it.	
I’m	for	you	and	I	am	praying	for	you.”	My,	what	comfort	and	encouragement	that	would	be	
to	 the	 fearful,	 the	 fainthearted—and	 sometimes	 all	 of	 us	 get	 discouraged	 and	 become	
fainthearted!	



“Support	the	weak”	is	the	eighth	commandment.	There	are	folk	who	are	weak	in	the	faith.	
They	cannot	get	in	step	because	they	are	little	babies.	They	are	not	able	to	march	with	the	
rest;	so	help	them.	Lift	them	up,	and	carry	them	along.	
“Be	patient	toward	all	men.”	That	means:	Don’t	lose	your	temper.	That	is	so	difficult!	In	

business	or	in	our	other	relationships	with	people,	we	meet	ungodly,	unholy,	cantankerous,	
unsaved	 people	 who	 are	 definitely	 trying	 to	 trip	 us	 or	 to	 abuse	 us	 in	 some	way,	 and	 it	
becomes	very	difficult	to	be	patient	and	not	to	lose	our	tempers.	But	God	commands	us	to	be	
patient	with	everybody.	

See	that	none	render	evil	for	evil	unto	any	man;	but	ever	follow	that	which	is	good,	
both	among	yourselves,	and	to	all	men	[1	Thess.	5:15].	

Now	here	is	the	tenth	commandment:	“See	that	none	render	evil	for	evil	unto	any	man.”	In	
other	words,	don’t	fight	one	another.	
The	 eleventh—“but	 ever	 follow	 that	which	 is	 good,	 both	 among	 yourselves,	 and	 to	 all	

men.”	There	are	three	philosophies	of	life	or	three	standards	of	conduct.	The	pagan	world	
operates	on	a	philosophy	which	does	evil	in	spite	of	good.	In	other	words,	you	get	the	other	
fellow	before	he	gets	you.	Use	any	kind	of	method.	He	may	have	treated	you	well,	but	if	you	
can	get	the	advantage	over	him,	do	that.	That	is	pagan	and	heathen	philosophy.	
Then	there	is	the	standard	of	the	so-called	refined,	cultured,	and	educated	world.	That	is,	

do	good	to	those	who	do	good	to	you.	The	political	parties	in	our	country	operate	on	that	
principle.	If	one	person	helps	a	man	to	get	into	political	office,	the	politician	reciprocates	by	
offering	the	man	a	job	or	office.	You	take	care	of	your	own.	That	is	the	philosophy	of	the	so-
called	civilized	world.	 Jesus	said,	 “And	 if	ye	do	good	to	 them	which	do	good	to	you,	what	
thank	have	ye?	for	sinners	also	do	even	the	same”	(Luke	6:33).	
The	Christian	is	to	live	under	a	different	standard.	We	are	to	do	good	to	those	who	do	evil	

to	us.	That	is	contrary	to	the	natural	man.	The	minute	someone	hits	us,	we	just	naturally	want	
to	hit	him	back.	This	is	the	philosophy	that	Paul	is	talking	about—“See	that	none	render	evil	
for	evil	unto	any	man;	but	ever	follow	that	which	is	good”—even	to	those	who	do	evil	to	you.	
Now	the	twelfth	commandment—	

Rejoice	evermore	[1	Thess.	5:16].	

I	think	these	next	three	commandments	go	together.	“Rejoice”	does	not	mean	to	be	happy.	
This	is	not	the	happy	hour	that	he	is	talking	about—happy	is	not	a	New	Testament	word.	This	
is	a	joy	in	the	Lord	as	Paul	wrote	to	the	Philippians,	“Rejoice	in	the	Lord	alway:	and	again	I	
say,	 Rejoice”	 (Phil.	 4:4).	 My,	 what	 a	 commandment!	 You	 won’t	 find	 that	 in	 the	 Ten	
Commandments!	The	child	of	God	has	no	right	to	go	around	with	a	sour	puss.	The	child	of	
God	has	no	right	to	be	a	cantankerous	individual.	If	you	are	a	child	of	God,	you	are	to	rejoice	
evermore!	 That,	 incidentally,	 is	 a	 fruit	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit—love,	 joy,	 peace.	 If	 you	 cannot	
rejoice,	then	begin	reading	the	Word	of	God	and	calling	on	God	to	put	joy	in	your	heart.	He	
will	do	it.	

Pray	without	ceasing	[1	Thess.	5:17].	



This	has	to	do	with	an	attitude	of	prayer.	I	don’t	think	this	means	that	one	is	to	stay	on	his	
knees	 all	 the	 time.	But	 it	means	 to	pray	 regularly	 and	 to	be	 constantly	 in	 the	 attitude	of	
prayer.	
Associated	with	that	is	this	fourteenth	commandment—	

In	every	thing	give	thanks:	for	this	is	the	will	of	God	in	Christ	Jesus	concerning	you	[1	
Thess.	5:18].	

This	tells	us	to	“give	thanks”	in	all	circumstances,	not	just	once	a	year,	but	all	the	time.	
This	“is	the	will	of	God	in	Christ	Jesus	concerning	you.”	If	you	come	to	me	and	ask	what	is	

the	will	of	God	for	you,	I	can	tell	you	three	specific	things	that	are	the	will	of	God	for	you:	
Rejoice	always,	pray	without	ceasing,	and	give	thanks	in	everything.	That	is	the	will	of	God	
for	you.	
Now	the	fifteenth—	

Quench	not	the	Spirit	[1	Thess.	5:19].	

One	of	 the	 figures	 that	 is	used	 for	 the	Holy	Spirit	 is	 fire.	How	do	you	quench	a	 fire?	You	
dampen	it	down	and	don’t	let	it	burn.	To	quench	the	Spirit	means	that	you	refuse	to	do	the	
will	of	God;	that	is,	you	are	not	listening	to	the	Holy	Spirit.	You	refuse	to	let	the	Holy	Spirit	be	
your	Guide	to	lead	you.	You	and	I	quench	the	Holy	Spirit	when	we	take	matters	into	our	own	
hands.	
This	is	the	same	teaching	that	Paul	gave	to	the	Ephesian	believers:	“And	grieve	not	the	holy	

Spirit	of	God,	whereby	ye	are	sealed	unto	the	day	of	redemption”	(Eph.	4:30).	You	cannot	
grieve	a	thing;	you	grieve	a	Person.	The	Holy	Spirit	is	a	Person,	and	He	is	grieved	by	sin	in	our	
lives.	Also,	He	is	quenched	when	we	step	out	of	the	will	of	God.	

Despise	not	prophesyings	[1	Thess.	5:20].	

Do	not	look	down	upon	Bible	study	as	something	that	is	beneath	you.	Do	not	be	indifferent	
to	the	Word	of	God.	We	have	a	lot	of	folk	who	are	in	Christian	service,	but	they	are	ignorant	
of	the	Bible	and	they	look	down	on	Bible	study.	Occasionally	I	hear	such	a	person	saying,	
“You	just	spend	all	your	time	in	Bible	study	and	you	don’t	do	anything.	What	you	need	to	do	
is	get	out	and	get	busy.”	Well,	what	is	needed	is	to	get	busy	studying	the	Word	of	God,	and	
after	you	do	that	you	will	see	how	to	get	busy	and	really	be	effective.	
We	had	a	Bible	study	downtown	in	Los	Angeles,	averaging	fifteen	hundred	people	every	

Thursday	night	over	a	period	of	twenty-one	years—what	a	thrill	that	was!	What	a	privilege	
that	 was!	 But	 sometimes	 folks	 would	make	 a	 remark	 like,	 “You	 need	 to	 get	 out	 and	 do	
something,	not	just	go	to	sit	and	listen	to	the	Bible.”	The	interesting	thing	is	that	those	people	
who	 came	 to	 sit	 and	 listen	 to	 the	 Bible	did	 go	 out	 and	 do	 something.	 There	 are	 several	
hundred	of	those	people	who	are	out	on	the	mission	field;	there	are	several	hundred	who	are	
witnessing	for	God;	and	there	are	several	hundred	in	the	ministry.	I	notice	that	the	boys	who	
do	not	study	the	Word	of	God	run	down	like	an	eight-day	clock.	Their	ministries	don’t	last	
too	long.	The	sixteenth	commandment	which	Paul	gives	the	Thessalonians	is	“despise	not	
prophesyings,”	that	is,	the	teaching	of	the	Word	of	God.	



Prove	all	things;	hold	fast	that	which	is	good	[1	Thess.	5:21].	

“Prove	all	things.”	Don’t	be	taken	in.	To	put	it	crudely,	don’t	be	a	sucker.	Don’t	be	misled	into	
supporting	a	project	just	because	somebody	sends	you	a	picture	of	pathetic	looking	orphans.	
Don’t	 contribute	 to	 things	 you	 know	 nothing	 about.	 Don’t	 fall	 for	 some	 promotion	 job.	
Investigate.	Investigate	anything	to	which	you	give	your	support.	Christians	ought	not	to	be	
gullible.	We	are	to	prove	all	things.	This	also	means	that	we	are	not	to	be	taken	in	by	flattery.	
There	are	many	deceivers	in	the	world.	
“Hold	fast	that	which	is	good.”	Hold	to	that	which	is	true	and	genuine.	

Abstain	from	all	appearance	of	evil	[1	Thess.	5:22].	

This	nineteenth	commandment	is	the	answer	for	questionable	pastimes	and	amusements.	If	
there	is	any	question	in	your	mind	whether	something	is	right	or	wrong,	then	it	is	wrong	for	
you.	Abstain	from	all	appearance	of	evil.	
Now	notice	that	man	is	a	triune	being—	

And	the	very	God	of	peace	sanctify	you	wholly;	and	I	pray	God	your	whole	spirit	and	
soul	and	body	be	preserved	blameless	unto	 the	coming	of	our	Lord	 Jesus	Christ	 [1	
Thess.	5:23].	

Man	is	a	triune	being;	body,	soul	(mind),	and	spirit.	“Sanctify	you	wholly”—not	perfectly,	but	
we	are	 to	 reach	a	place	of	maturation.	We	should	not	 continue	 to	be	babes	 in	Christ;	we	
should	be	growing	to	maturity.	

Faithful	is	he	that	calleth	you,	who	also	will	do	it	[1	Thess.	5:24].	

You	can	depend	upon	God.	

Brethren,	pray	for	us	[1	Thess.	5:25].	

This	twentieth	command	is	to	pray	for	those	who	give	out	the	gospel.	You	can’t	pray	for	Paul	
today,	but	you	can	pray	for	me,	and	I	would	appreciate	it.	You	can	pray	for	your	pastor	and	
your	missionaries.	I	know	they	would	appreciate	it	also.	

Greet	all	the	brethren	with	an	holy	kiss	[1	Thess.	5:26].	

This	 is	a	commandment,	 too.	 Just	make	sure	 it	 is	a	holy	kiss!	 In	our	culture	and	with	our	
customs,	a	warm	handshake	will	do.	

I	charge	you	by	the	Lord	that	this	epistle	be	read	unto	all	the	holy	brethren	[1	Thess.	
5:27].	

That	is	the	twenty-second	commandment,	and	I	have	obeyed	it	by	quoting	this	entire	epistle	
to	you!	

The	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	be	with	you.	Amen	[1	Thess.	5:28].	

And	I	pray	that	the	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	may	be	with	you	my	beloved.	
(For	Bibliography	to	1	Thessalonians,	see	Bibliography	at	the	end	of	2	Thessalonians.)	



		
	


